
 INTRODUCTION 
 
Thank you for volunteering for Ready for the World!  The aim of the project is to get 
students to start thinking about issues that they will be facing once they turn 18 years old 
and graduate from high school, and to provide a general framework for dealing with those 
issues.  It will not be possible for them to absorb all of the information at once, but the main 
intent is to help them start making good decisions.  Below are two suggested presentations:  
(I) Real World Challenge Game, and (II) Hypotheticals.  Long lectures are not 
recommended.   
 
 
TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL PRESENTATIONS 
 
• If possible, talk with the teacher before your presentation to determine which topics 

should be emphasized, based on the background of the students or the focus of the class. 
 
• Know your subject.  Spend some time reviewing this Training Manual and the Real 

World Guide prior to commencing the presentation.  Do not underestimate the breadth of 
teenagers’ knowledge and their awareness of and interest in the law. 

 
• Talk with the students, not at them.  Most teens are interested in the law and will engage 

in meaningful discussion if given the opportunity. 
 
• Remember you are not talking to your law colleagues or a judge but a group of seniors.  

Talk with them in words they can understand and take time to explain words or concepts 
they may not know. 

 
• If you do not know the answer to a question, say so.  If you try to fake an answer, they 

will know it and your credibility will be lost. 
 
• Use examples to illustrate points you are making. 
 
• Do not get caught in the middle of a controversy.  Teenagers may ask you to determine 

whether actions by a teacher or administrator are appropriate.  Instead of making a 
judgment, try to articulate both sides of the issue. 

 
• At the beginning of the presentation, introduce yourself and purpose of the Ready for 

the World project.  Explain that the Young Lawyers Division is comprised of newer 
attorneys in Hawai’i, who organize several community service projects throughout the 
year, staffed by volunteer attorneys of all ages and experience levels.   
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I.   REAL WORLD CHALLENGE GAME 
 

A. INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Announce the game and emphasize that we have prizes to distribute.  (We will 

provide the Real World Guide brochures to all of the students.  We also have other 
prizes.) 

 
2. Explain that questions were asked of high school students from around the State of 

Hawaii.  The challenge is to guess the top answers.   
 
3. Begin reading the following questions – and solicit answers from the students.  

Ask them to raise their hands and then call on one student at a time.  Or, you may 
want to divide the class into four groups, and have a designated spokesperson for 
each group raise his/her hand to answer questions.  Feel free to hand out prizes for 
correct answers during the game, or simply for participation.  If you do not have 
enough prizes for every question, you may want to announce before certain 
questions that you will be handing out prizes for correct answers to those 
particular questions. 

 
NOTE:  You may want to ask for all the answers before giving the correct answer.  This 

may facilitate a broader discussion in between questions. 

NOTE:  The students should not be made to feel ignorant because they cannot come up 
with answers.  You may want to give hints during the game to help the students 
come up with the “correct” answers themselves. 

NOTE:  At various points when answers are given, you may provide more background 
information regarding the answers and/or refer to sections of the Real World 
Guide where more information and references can be found. 

4. At the end of the game/presentation, provide Real World Guide brochures to all of 
the students. 

5. If time permits, discuss other topics in the Real World Guide brochures, which 
were not touched upon during the game. 

6. Be sure to allot time for questions. 

7. Have fun with the presentations.  If the students see you are having fun, they will 
get into it as well. 
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B. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

What legal rules do kids who are under the age of 18 have to follow? 
 

1. Go to school (53) 
2. Abide by curfew (25) 

- Children under 16 must not be in public places between 10:00 p.m.- 4:00 
a.m., unless accompanied by parent or guardian or other authorized adult.  
HRS э571-21 and HRS э577-16. 

     - Counties can set their own curfew.  HRS э571-21. 
 3.   Obey their parents or guardian (12) 

- HRS э571-11 (2)(B) and HRS э577-6. 
4. Follow all other laws (10) 

 
 
What rights do kids gain when they turn 18? 
 

1. Vote (41) 
2. Get married without parents’ or guardian’s consent (24) 

- Must be at least 16 years old to get married, except with family court 
judge’s approval, can be 15.  HRS э572-1(2). 

3. Buy cigarettes (15) 
4. Stay out all night (10) 
5. Obtain medical treatment without parents’ or guardian’s consent (5) 
6. Quit school (5) 
 

(Also, they can run for certain public offices, register for military service without parental 
consent, and make a will.) 
 
 
What duties, obligations, and liabilities do kids have after they turn 18? 
 

1. Register for draft (36) 
2. Duty of self-support (23) 
3. May be sued for breaking a contract or for injuring someone (21) 
4. Jury duty (20) 
5.  

(Also, they have to pay income taxes and adhere to adult criminal laws and penalties.) 
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What are the differences in the criminal justice system for children and for adults? 
 

1. Kids are usually sent to a detention home or youth correctional facility, adults 
are sent to OCCC, Halawa prison, or may even be incarcerated on the 
Mainland (34) 

2. Kids normally cannot be held past the age of 19; adults can be incarcerated for 
as long as the rest of their lives depending on the severity of the crime (29) 

3. Juvenile conviction records are kept confidential; adult conviction records are 
public knowledge and usually cannot be erased (21) 

4. Juvenile cases are usually decided by a judge; adult criminal cases are usually 
decided by a jury for more serious cases (16) 

 
 
What is ordinarily required in order to rent housing? 
 

1. Security deposit up front (39) 
2. First month’s rent up front (31) 
3. Approval of a lease (16) 
4. Ability to pay monthly rent (14) 

 
 
What should you keep in mind when using credit cards? 
 

1. If you pay the entire balance on time, you do not have to pay any finance  
  charges (33) 
2. If you take out a cash advance, you pay a cash advance fee plus mandatory 

interest at a higher rate than for regular purchases (23) 
3. Paying late or missing payments will result in a bad credit report (17) 
4. If you lose your credit card, notify the credit card company immediately so you 

are not charged for someone else’s fraudulent purchases (15) 
5. Compare your statement with your receipts to verify that you actually made the 

purchases you’re being charged for (12) 
 

 
What are the basics requirements for you to operate a motor vehicle? 
 

1. Current driver’s license (37) 
2. Current no-fault insurance (19) 
3. Current vehicle registration (17) 
4. Current safety inspection (15) 
5. Use of seat belts (12) 
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II. DISCUSSION USING HYPOTHETICALS 
 
 A. INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. The following is a suggested presentation that uses two hypothetical situations.   
 
2. Present the brief facts of each hypothetical, and ask students what they think about 

the situation.   
 
3. Invite comment on what preventative steps the people should have taken and what 

they can do to rectify the situation.  Do not make judgments about what is right since 
there are many gray areas that are discretionary. 

 
4. Following the hypothetical are possible issues that can be discussed.  If students do 

not raise any of them, bring up the issues as a suggestion.  High school students are 
interested in the interaction and like to construct solutions when faced with problems 
or issues. 

 
B. HYPOTHETICALS 

 
 1. CREDIT/EMPLOYMENT HYPOTHETICAL 

 
 Kelley just finished high school and was starting school at the University.  To help 

pay for tuition and books, she got a part time job at the bookstore.   Kelley got a 
"pre-approved" credit line and decided to apply for the card.  Within a couple of 
weeks, she got her new credit card.  The credit card made it easy to buy things she 
needed for school, and then she found out she could use it at the grocery store and 
restaurants.  The first bill was pretty high but her part-time work at the bookstore 
was enough to cover it.  Kelley's friends liked to go out for dinner.  She wasn't really 
sure that she could afford it, but thought she could charge it and pay for it later.  
Then Kelley got injured when she was stocking books.  Her doctor said she couldn't 
lift things, so she was unable to work.  Since she couldn't afford the medical bills, she 
decided to put that on her credit card too.  When her credit card bill came, she 
couldn't pay for it.  Since she couldn’t work, she went for a few months without 
paying her credit card bill.  When Kelley finally paid attention to the bills, they were 
way more than she charged.  
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Issues for discussion: 
 
 • Caution about credit - many offers are through the mail and on campus. 
 • Use a credit card for emergency situations, but not extensively through tough 

times - you need to deal with it some other way, even if it means not going out to 
eat. 

 • Beware of the finance charges - if you don't pay the bill in full each month.  This 
can substantially increase the amount due.  

 • Check the bills against the receipts to make sure there are no incorrect charges. 
  Call the credit card company about any inaccurate charges, then be sure to follow-

up with a letter to them in writing. 
 • Failure to pay affects your credit rating, which could affect your ability to 

purchase a car or a home later on. 
 • Injuries on the job are generally covered by workers’ compensation. 

• If credit is denied due to a bad credit report, you are entitled to a copy of the 
report.  Some credit reporting agencies may charge a fee, but the information 
should be available.   

 
2. DUI HYPOTHETICAL 

 
 John and Bob were at their friend’s graduation party.  People were having fun and 

there was plenty of beer.  John and Bob decided to leave, and figuring that they were 
okay to drive, they headed off in their own cars and were going to meet up at another 
party.  On the way to the next party, they were both stopped at a roadblock.  Bob was 
stopped first and was asked to take a blood alcohol content test.  Bob didn't know 
what to do so he took the test, which came out at 0.03.  Bob was taken into custody.  
John was stopped next and saw Bob being arrested.  John thought that someone told 
him if he didn't take the test he would be okay because then he couldn't get caught.  
Since he didn't want to get arrested, John refused to take the test.   

 
Issues for discussion:   
 

• Refusing to take the test can result in an automatic suspension.  It does not 
necessarily "help you get off" for lack of evidence. 

• Designate sober drivers. 
• Penalties are discretionary - it may be easier if you cooperate.  Consult an attorney 

about your options. 
• If you are under 21, even a much smaller amount of alcohol in your system could 

lead to suspension of your licenses and other penalties such as fines, community 
service, and alcohol abuse education and counseling programs. 
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Also regarding driving: 
 

• All passengers riding in the front seats must wear seat belts.  Passengers 17 and 
under must also wear seat belts wherever they are seated.  Police in Hawaii are 
allowed to stop vehicles solely for violations of seat belt laws. 

• Children under four years of age must ride in a car seat. 
• Children under twelve years of age may not ride in the bed of a pickup truck.  
• Passengers in a pickup truck may not stand in the bed.  Passengers may not sit in the 

bed either, unless all seats in the cab are full, the side racks and tailgate are secured 
and all passengers remain seated. 

• Drivers and passengers may not consume or possess an open container of alcoholic 
beverages on a public highway or sidewalk.  Open containers of alcohol may not be 
carried in a car. 

 
  3. RENTING HYPOTHETICAL 
 

After graduating from high school and getting her first job, Kim moved out of her 
parents’ house and started to rent an apartment with her boyfriend Keoni.  The rent 
was $600 per month.  There was no written lease.  The landlord required a $900 
security deposit.  Three months into the lease, the sink in the bathroom began to leak.  
Keoni called the landlord but the landlord never fixed the leak.  Instead, the landlord 
entered the apartment unannounced, while Kim and Keoni were at work, and 
checked the leak for herself.  Since she thought it was not too bad of a leak, she 
refused to fix it.  A few weeks later, Kim’s boyfriend Keoni moved out and she could 
no longer afford the rent.  After the rent was overdue for 3 days, and while Kim was 
at work, the landlord changed the locks on Kim’s apartment so she could no longer 
get back into her place.  
 

Issues for discussion: 
 

• If there is no written lease, the tenancy is month-to-month.  If there are no problems, 
then upon 45 days notice, the landlord can terminate the lease; upon 28 days notice, 
Kim can terminate the lease. 

• If the lease was written, then the term of the lease could have been specified.  Also, if 
only Kim had signed a lease, only Kim would be responsible for paying the rent, 
even after her boyfriend moved out.  If Kim and Keoni had signed a lease, they both 
would be responsible for paying the rent, even if Keoni moved out. 

• An inventory form should be attached to the tenant's lease.  If an inventory is not 
initialed by both parties and a copy given to the tenant, the landlord will have no 
right to require return of furnishings in a specified condition. 
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• The $900 security deposit is too high.  It cannot be higher than one month’s rent.  
When Kim moves out, the landlord has 14 days to return the security deposit in full, 
or explain in writing why any or all of it is being withheld (i.e. to pay for repairs, 
unpaid rent, for cleaning, if keys are not returned, etc.) 

• Keoni should have put the request to fix the bathroom sink in writing.  Then the 
landlord would have 12 days to fix it, or else Keoni could have hired someone to fix 
it and deducted that cost of repair from the next month’s rent up to $500. 

• The landlord should not have entered the apartment unannounced.  Upon two days’ 
notice and during reasonable hours, or otherwise in the case of an emergency, the 
landlord may enter the place to inspect, make repairs or show the place to other 
potential tenants. 

• On a month-to-month lease, a landlord can tell the tenant to move out if rent is 
overdue for __ days.  The landlord cannot lock out the tenant, however, but has to go 
to court first. 

• If you have a month to month lease and the landlord wants to increase your rent, the 
landlord must tell you about the increase forty-five days before the increase. 

• Tenants should keep copies of the canceled checks used to pay rent.  The tenant is 
entitled to receive a receipt for rental payments, and should, especially if payment is 
in cash. 

• The landlord’s insurance only covers the building, not the tenant’s possessions.  
Accordingly, the tenant should purchase renter’s insurance in case fire or theft affects 
your personal belongings and also for liability (in case, for example, your dog bites 
someone). 

 
 
FINAL THOUGHTS 
 
The suggested presentations are just that - suggestions.  Feel free to improvise and work 
with the class.  Depending upon the students, some things may work better with one class 
than another. 
 
If you prepare your own presentation, please let us know so we can add your ideas to next 
year's training manual.  Also please let us now if you have any thoughts or feedback 
regarding this presentation and how to make it even better for the students. 
 
Thanks again for volunteering.  There is a large focus these days on "school to work" 
programs in the school and demand for these programs are increasing. 
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