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ABOUT THE JUDGES NETWORK 

The ABA Judicial Division has created the Judges Network judicial outreach initiative as 

a means of increasing public trust and confidence in the justice system. The Judges 

Network provides a home for those actively addressing the concerns raised in the ABA 

survey, Perceptions of the U.S. Justice System. The survey reported that only 26% of 

respondents could be termed "highly knowledgeable" about the American justice 

system. When asked how they would prefer to learn about the justice system, 75% 

wanted to learn from judges. 

 

The primary goal of the Judges Network is to supply you and other judges nationwide 

with outreach programs that can easily accommodate the needs of their local 

communities. 

 

The Judges Network provides resources to you enabling you to interact with local 

schools, community organizations, and community members to create a dialogue on the 

judicial system. The Network gives you and other judges and lawyers the opportunity to 

make a difference in local communities by sharing your best outreach practices and 

experiences with a national audience. The Network serves as a reliable, web-based 

resource for materials, training, tips, peer consultation and idea exchange for judicial 

and community outreach thanks to your support.  

 

JUDICIAL OUTREACH SURVEY 

In order to better understand your community outreach needs, the Judicial Division 

administered the Judges Network survey in June 2002 as a means of collecting 

information from judges about how they reach out in their communities, and how the 

Division can assist in making their outreach experiences easier and more effective.  

 



 

The survey report was completed in August 2002. The following are some interesting 

findings from the survey: 

•  86% of respondents said that, in the last three years, they have been involved in judicial 
outreach, defined as "an activity in which he/she talks about his/her experiences as a judge or 
discusses the judicial process with members of the community."  
•  A high percentage of respondents credited local contacts for getting them involved in 
community outreach: colleagues & friends, courts, local bar associations, and local schools 
topped the list.  
•  Respondents felt that "collaboration with other individuals or groups" and "member 
involvement" were the two most important factors in successfully planning outreach.  
•  82% of respondents concluded by saying they would like to learn more about the Judges 
Network. And 66% said they'd like to share their outreach experiences with others. 
 

SUMMIT ON JUDICIAL OUTREACH 

The Judicial Division Summit on Judicial Outreach, presented by the Judges Network 

and co-sponsored by the ABA Justice Center, was held on February 7, 2003 at the 

Seattle Sheraton during the ABA Mid-Year Meeting.  The Summit participants crafted a 

consensus resolution that encourages judges, courts, and judicial organizations to 

consider it part of a judge's functions to develop, support and actively participate in 

public education programs about the law and justice system. The resolution, approved 

by the Judicial Division Council at their meeting in Seattle, was adopted by the ABA 

House of Delegates at the August, 2003 Annual Meeting in San Francisco. The 

resolution replaces and updates ABA policy developed in 1992 to encourage judicial 

outreach. 

RESOLVED, that the American Bar Association urges judges, court personnel and judicial 
organizations to incorporate as an integral function of their position, furtherance of the public's 
understanding of and confidence in the American system of justice. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the American Bar Association urges judges, court personnel and 
judicial organizations to develop, support, and actively participate in public education programs 
about the law and justice system, in order to promote the trust and confidence of the public that 
is crucial to maintaining an independent judiciary. 



JUDGES NETWORK PILOT STATES PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS  
 

   ARIZONA 
The Arizona Judicial Department has a strategic agenda, Justice 2002 , a blueprint to foster trust, 
build confidence in the court system and ensure fair treatment of all Arizona citizens. One of the 
outreach efforts in Arizona is the Law For Kids website.  
 

   CALIFORNIA 
The Judicial Council of California sponsors the California Court and Community Collaboration 
project. The Judicial Council provides links to sites they identify as useful resources for court 
community collaboration and education materials. Also noteworthy is the California Coalition 
for Justice materials on Judicial Independence and Public Education. The Judicial Council of 
California's Handbook for Creating and Enhancing Court and Community Collaboration offers a 
wealth of information, including program models and valuable tips on how to conduct and 
evaluate programming.  
 

   FLORIDA 
The Florida State Courts offer an innovative site designed to provide educational materials for 
secondary school teachers and students. The Florida Cyber Court also functions as a resource for 
law-related education. Another highlight of outreach efforts in Florida is the Justice Teaching 
Institute sponsored by the Supreme Court of Florida.  
 

   IOWA 
Outreach efforts in Iowa include the Kids Court web page of the Iowa Judicial Branch. Kids 
Court features include coloring pages, puzzles and a quiz. The Iowa Mock Trial project is 
another noteworthy effort and is sponsored by the Iowa State Bar Association Center for Law 
and Civic Education. 
 

   NEW YORK 
The New York Unified Court System has an ambitious outreach program that includes Senior 
Citizen Law Days, Court Appreciation Month, Media Days, mentoring programs, internships, 
mock trials, and court tours and visits. New York has unveiled a new Public Affairs web site 
with interactive Justice in Schools programs for teachers and students, geared to educating 
students in grades two through twelve about the court system. The website is intended to be the 
cornerstone of the court system's community and educational outreach initiative and is a key 
component of the Chief Judge's overall effort to improve the public's access to and knowledge of 
New York's justice system. You can access an overview of the New York Courts Community 
Outreach Initiative for additional information.  

 
Contact information: 

ABA Judicial Division 
541 N. Fairbanks Court 

Chicago, IL, 60611 
phone: (312) 988-5450 

fax: (312) 988-5709 
abajd@abanet.org  
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