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Herma Hill Kay is Barbara Nachtrieb Armstrong Professor of Law at the School of Law (Boalt Hall), 
University of California, Berkeley. She is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a 
member of the American Philosophical Society, and a member of the Council and Executive Committee 
of the American Law Institute. She is a Past President of both the Association of American Law Schools 
and The Order of the Coif, and a past member of the Board of Directors of the American Bar Foundation. 
She served as a member of the Council of the ABA Section on Legal Education and Admissions to the 
Bar from 1992 to 2001, including two years as Secretary. She is admitted to the bars of the State of 
California, the United States Supreme Court, and the Second and Ninth Circuits. In 1992, she received 
the Margaret Brent Award given by the ABA Commission on Women in the Profession. 

Professor Kay graduated magna cum laude with departmental distinction in English from Southern 
Methodist University in 1956, where she was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa. She then earned her law 
degree at the University of Chicago in 1959, where she served as Book Review Editor of the Chicago 
Law Review and graduated third in her class. After a year as law clerk to Justice Roger Traynor of the 
California Supreme Court, she joined the Boalt Hall faculty in 1960. She served as Dean of Boalt Hall 
from 1992 to 2000. She earned the Berkeley Campus's Distinguished Teaching award in 1962, and the 
Teaching Award of the Society of American Law Teachers in 1984. In 2003, the Boalt Hall Alumni 
Association gave her its first Faculty Lifetime Achievement Award. She has taught as a Visiting Professor 
at Harvard Law School. Professor Kay was Co-Reporter in 1968-70 for the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws's Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act. She teaches and publishes 
in the fields of Family Law, California Marital Property, Sex-Based Discrimination, and the Conflict of 
Laws. She is currently working on a history of women law professors in the United States between 1900-
2000. 

 


