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affect
Americans for Fair Electronic Commerce Transactions Formerly 4Cite.org

Links & Resources

ORGANIZATIONS
American Association of Law Libraries:

• A Quick Look at the Uniform Computer Information Transactions Act
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/aallwash/UCITA2.html

• Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 19 and Senate Bill 142
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/aallwash/tm020300b.html

American Library Association:
• ALA Washington Office's Web site on UCITA http://www.ala.org/washoff/ucita/
• ALAWON newsletter http://www2.osl.state.or.us/archives/libs-or/aug99/0007.html

Association for Computing Machinery:
• ACM position paper http://www.acm.org/usacm/copyright/usacm-ucita.html
• NCCUSL approved UCITA http://www.acm.org/usacm/copyright/

Association of Research Libraries:
• ARL's UCITA page http://www.arl.org/info/frn/copy/ucitapg.html
• Against UCITA - general facts http://www.arl.org/info/frn/copy/ucita.html

Badsoftware.com (Cem Kaner):
• http://www.badsoftware.com/uccindex.htm
• http://www.kevino.com/ucita.html

Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility:
• Fact sheet against UCITA http://www.cpsr.org/program/UCITA/ucita-fact.html
• State by state action chart http://www.cpsr.org/program/UCITA/ucitastates.html
• "Objections from the Consumer Perspective" written by a professor of Law at the

University of Arizona http://www.cpsr.org/program/UCITA/braucher.html
• UCITA to the Rescue on Customer Support Costs

http://www.cpsr.org/conferences/annmtg99/kaner/sld009.htm
EDUCAUSE:

• UCITA Policy http://www.educause.edu/policy/ucita.html
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers:

• IEEE's UCITA page http://www.ieeeusa.org/forum/grassroots/ucita/
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Linux Today:
• Petition signing, talking points http://linuxtoday.com/stories/7025.html

Medical Library Association:
• Several libraries write to NCCUSL against UCITA

http://www.mlanet.org/government/ucita/lebrumlttr.html
• http://www.mlanet.org/government/ucita/factsheet.html

National Consumer Law Center:
• Top 12 UCITA Problems http://www.consumerlaw.org/ucita/twelve_problems.html

National Writers Union:
• NWU urging writers to oppose UCITA http://www.nwu.org/pic/ucchome.htm
• How UCITA will harm writers http://www.nwu.org/pic/ucita2.htm
• Partial list of organizations that oppose UCC 2B and UCITA

http://www.nwu.org/pic/uccorgs.htm
• UCITA: The Son of UCC 2B Strikes Back http://www.nwu.org/pic/ucita1.htm

New Jersey Law Revision Commission:
• UCITA index http://www.lawrev.state.nj.us/webpages/currentprojects.htm
• 9/2000 Draft report http://www.lawrev.state.nj.us/ucita/ucitaDT090100.doc

TroubleShooter.com:
• http://www.troubleshooters.com/ucita/

MEDIA STORIES
• All's Quiet on the UCITA Front -- Too Quiet -- But That's About To Change - February

26, 2001 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/op/xml/01/02/26/010226opfoster.xml

• UCITA on Legislative Agenda in Four States - January 25, 2001 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/hn/xml/01/01/25/010125hnucita.xml

• CIOs are Cost Aware - January 22, 2001 article in Computer World
http://www.computerworld.com/cwi/story/0,1199,NAV47_STO56583,00.html

• UCITA Marches Forward in 2001 - January 12, 2001 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/hn/xml/01/01/15/010115hncongress.xml#SIDEBAR1

• Licensing Showdown Looming - January 2, 2001 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/hn/xml/01/01/02/010102hnucita.xml

• Licensing Show Down Looming - January 1, 2001 article in Computer World
http://www.computerworld.com/cwi/story/0,1199,NAV47_STO55695,00.html

• UCITA is the wrong answer - December 4, 2000 commentary in ZDNet eWeek
http://www.zdnet.com/eweek/stories/general/0,11011,2658175,00.html

• UCITA questions could lead to purposefully poor design of ordinary goods - December
1, 2000 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/op/xml/00/12/04/001204opfoster.xml

• A world with UCITA may allow fine print to outweigh the right thing - November 24,
2000 article in InfoWorld
http://www.infoworld.com/articles/op/xml/00/11/27/001127opfoster.xml



20

• FTC to Review Software Licensing Practices – 10/30/2000 Computer World
http://www.computerworld.com/cwi/story/0,1199,NAV47_STO53054,00.html

• Users look to FTC for help on reining in UCITA – 10/26/2000 Computer World
http://www.computerworld.com/cwi/story/0,1199,NAV47_STO52913,00.html

• Click Your Rights Away - October 2000 article in ZDNet Smart Business
http://www.zdnet.com/smartbusinessmag/stories/all/0,6605,2620615,00.html

• Contractual Obligations - September 2000 article in ZDNet Smart Business
http://www.zdnet.com/smartbusinessmag/stories/all/0,6605,2609199,00.html

• UCITA group backs off provision in software licensing law -- somewhat - August 9,
2000 article in ComputerWorld
http://www.computerworld.com/cwi/story/0,1199,NAV47_STO48357,00.html?pm

• UCITA: It Keeps on Coming - June 14, 2000 article in HoriZons Online
http://www.jordenusa.com/ucita.html

• Maryland Lining Up Behind UCITA - April 7, 2000 article in the CMP TechWeb
http://www.techweb.com/wire/story/TWB20000407S0014

• Digital Tools - March 20, 2000 article in Forbes Magazine
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2000/0320/6507296a.html

• Furor Over Virginia E-Biz Law - March 15, 2000 article in Wired Magazine
http://www.wired.com/news/politics/0,1283,34947,00.html

• Is UCITA Good News for CIOs? - March 15, 2000 Point/Counterpoint article in CIO
Magazine http://www.cio.com/archive/031500_face.html

• Virginia Becomes First UCITA State - March 15, 2000 article in ZDNet's Sm@rt
Partner http://www.zdnet.com/sp/stories/news/0,4538,2468854,00.html

• Fight UCITA - March 6, 2000 article in ZDNet's eWeek
http://www.zdnet.com/eweek/stories/general/0,11011,2453005,00.html

• Now, UCITA ... Later, You Don't? - March 3, 2000 article in The Standard
http://www.thestandard.com/article/display/0,1151,12615,00.html

• UCITA Passes in Virginia - Reader reaction to a 2/21/2000 geek.com
http://www.ugeek.com/news/geeknews/jan2000/gn2000221000700.htm

• Lobbying Against UCITA: A Practical Guide - February 17, 2000 article in Slashdot
http://slashdot.org/features/00/02/17/0038235.shtml

• UCITA: Not Gone, Not Forgotten - February 16, 2000 article in Linux Journal
http://www2.linuxjournal.com/articles/conversations/014.html

• Why We Must Fight UCITA - February 6, 2000 article in Linux Today
http://linuxtoday.com/stories/15948.html

• Shrink-Wrapped UCITA - September 15, 1999 article in Linux Journal
http://www2.linuxjournal.com/articles/currents/005.html

• UCITA: A Reason to Worry? - July 5, 1999 article in MacCentral
http://www.maccentral.com/news/9907/05.ucita.shtml

• Why the UCITA is Good for Open Source Software - July 2, 1999 article in Linux
Today http://linuxtoday.com/stories/7344.html

• UPDATED: InfoWorld Circulating Petition to Halt UCITA - June 23, 1999 article in
Linux Today http://linuxtoday.com/stories/7021.html
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• UCC2B is Dead - Long Live UCITA - May 27, 1999 article in Recorder/CalLaw
http://www.lawnewsnetwork.com/stories/A1807-1999May26.html

MISCELLANEOUS MATERIALS
• Anti-UCITA letter from a "working group" within the Business Law section of the

American Bar Association to Gene Lebrum and other commissioners from the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Law.
http://commons.somewhere.com/rre/1999/RRE.UCITA.formerly.Artic.html

• UCITA Draft for approval by NCCUSL.
http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/ulc/ucita/citam99.htm

• Information on subscription and usage of UCITA.
http://lists.essential.org/mailman/listinfo/ucita

• The 2b Guide to UCITA - discusses NCCUSL's role in UCITA passage.
http://www.2bguide.com/nccusl.html

• The Federal Trade Commission's letter to NCCUSL expressing concern for consumer
welfare if UCITA is passed. http://www.ftc.gov/be/v990010.htm

• David Johnson's personal negative view of UCITA. http://www.mail-
archive.com/license-discuss@opensource.org/msg01537.html

• Eric Lee Green discusses groups who have joined together to oppose UCITA.
http://lists.essential.org/pipermail/am-info/Week-of-Mon-20000103/000362.html

• Letter from state Attorney Generals to NCCUSL opposing the passing of UCITA.
http://www.tao.ca/wind/rre/0821.html

• Why UCITA is Bad and How to Fight It from groups sponsoring Ralph Nader for
President. http://www.clug.org/presentations/26-02-2000-presentation.html

• Summary of UCITA from about.com - includes anti-UCITA letters and testimonies.
http://it.about.com/compute/it/msubucita.htm

• OS Opinions analyzes UCITA, misconceptions about it, and how it will affect Open
Source Software.
http://www.osopinion.com/Opinions/VanceKochenderfer/VanceKochenderfer1.html

• Questions/Comments regarding UCITA and its effects on mass markets.
http://jcots.state.va.us/handouts/99-12-07_AC5/UCITA_Tussey.htm

• Memo from Stephen Chow, Uniform Law Commissioner, Massachusetts to the Virginia
Joint Committee on Technology and Science, on the effect of UCITA on E-commerce.
http://jcots.state.va.us/handouts/99-12-07_AC5/UCITA_Chow.htm

• Letter to Virginia Legislators by Robert E. Simanski against UCITA.
http://www.apcug.org/reports/apr2000/r000410.htm

• Official opinion of the State of Connecticut on UCITA.
http://www.state.ct.us/smpc/ucita.htm

• Discuss.userland.com posts - "UCITA is evil."
http://legacydiscuss.userland.com/msgReader$15408

• Joint Commission on Technology and Science brief on UCITA.
http://jcots.state.va.us/documents/99-00/UCITA.htm

• State of Virginia Press Release - announcing that Governor Gilmore signs the nation's
first UCITA. http://www.state.va.us/governor/news2000/ucita0314.htm
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• Personal Dissection of UCITA - by Forrest J. Cavalier, III of Mib Software.
http://www.mail-archive.com/license-discuss@opensource.org/msg01536.html

• Internet.com's Bill Pietrucha writes an opinion piece following the Virginia Senate's
passage of UCITA. http://dc.internet.com/views/article/0,1934,2111_305621,00.html

• On the eve of UCITA vote in the Virginia House, Consumeraffairs.com's article on
UCITA outlining its negative aspects. http://www.consumeraffairs.com/news/ucita.htm

• Richard Barry of Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility submits A letter to
Northern Virginia voters attacking UCITA.
http://www.cpsr.org/program/UCITA/barry_ucita.html

• Cem Kaner's rebuttal to UCITA lobbyists' article in the National Law Journal.
http://lwn.net/2000/0113/a/ucita.html

• 2004 (Thoughts About UCITA) - Anti-UCITA article in the Linux Ticker imagining the
software industry after UCITA has passed. http://linuxticker.com/artikel/135.html

• Why the Press Should Oppose UCITA - The Policy Advocacy Project's David McMahon
on why UCITA acts against the press media.
http://www.consumerlaw.org/ucita/press_memo.html

• Now UCITA, Now You Don't - Douglas Koelemay's pro-UCITA article for Virginia.
http://www.nvtc.org/About/legislate/ucita/nowUCITA.htm

• My Take on the Low Points of UCITA - OS Opinion piece by Anthony Christopher.
http://www.osopinion.com/Opinions/AnthonyChristopher/AnthonyChristopher1.html

• UCITA: The Best Legislation Money Can Buy, Take Two - OS Opinion piece by Curt
Wuollet. http://www.osopinion.com/Opinions/CurtWuollet/CurtWuollet4.html

• Why Software Quality Professionals Should Actively Oppose the UCITA - Submission
to the American Society for Quality by Cem Kaner.
http://sqp.asq.org/vol1_issue4/sqp_v1i4_kaner.html

• UCITA Would Harm Quality, Giving Unfair Protection to Fraud and Incompetence - The
Progress Report's analysis of UCITA. http://www.progress.org/archive/ucita01.htm

• UCITA: Friend or Foe? - Analysis by Sherri Shade.
http://science.kennesaw.edu/csis/msis/stuwork/8070shaderespap.htm

• Posting on ZDNet's Talkback from Rob Steinbach, a programmer from Memphis, TN,
about UCITA's abuses on consumer software.
http://www.zdnet.com/tlkbck/comment/22/0,7056,85773-370405,00.html

• Posting on ZDNet's Talkback from Cole Thompson, an IS Engineer from Pleasanton,
CA, about how UCITA "could give non-US software developers a big boost."
http://www.zdnet.com/tlkbck/comment/22/0,7056,85773-369950,00.html

• Why UCITA, Like UCC Article 2B, is Premature and Unsound - Analysis by Jean
Braucher. http://www.2bguide.com/docs/0499jb.html

• Analysis of UCITA by the Electronic Commerce Forum.
http://www.ecomforum.org/ucita.html

• The UCITA Car - article posted on Troubleshooters.com. Satirically compares UCITA to
an auto manufacturer. http://www.troubleshooters.com/ucita/ucitacar.htm
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INTRODUCED STATE LEGISLATION
• Arizona: Arizona HB 2041 http://www.azleg.state.az.us/legtext/45leg/1r/bills/h001-

050.htm#HB2041
• Maryland: Maryland Uniform Computer Information Transactions Act

http://mlis.state.md.us/2000rs/billfile/hb0019.htm
• Virginia: SJ 239 Study; Uniform Computer Information Transactions Act

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?001+sum+SJ239 | SB 372 Computer
Information Transactions Act; created, study http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-
bin/legp504.exe?001+sum+SB372 | HJ 277 Study; Uniform Computer Information
Transactions Act http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?001+sum+HJ277 | HB 561
Computer Information Transactions Act; created, study http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-
bin/legp504.exe?001+sum+HB561

• Iowa: Iowa HB 2205 (UETA) see Sec. 4 for bomb-shelter provision
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/78GA/Legislation/HF/02200/HF02205/Current.html

• North Dakota: SB 2429 http://www.state.nd.us/lr/
• Oregon: HB 3077

http://www.leg.state.or.us/01reg/measures/hb3000.dir/hb3077.intro.htmland HB 3230
http://www.leg.state.or.us/01reg/measures/hb3200.dir/hb3230.intro.html

• New York: A07902 http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=AO7902

The information contained in these pages may be downloaded, reproduced and redistributed as
long as it has not been altered and is properly attributed.

http://www.4cite.org/links.html

affect
Americans for Fair Electronic Commerce Transactions Formerly 4Cite.org

What Others Say

Comprehensive List of Organizations and Others that Have Opposed or Criticized
UCITA

Many letters of opposition have been sent to members of the Drafting Committee that have not
been widely distributed. This list is a subset of the collection of papers that have called for an
end to the UCITA (Article 2B) project or that have raised major criticisms.
UCITA has been criticized or opposed by:

• 26 Attorneys General
• Software developers
• Every consumer advocacy organization that has looked at it
• Large software customers
• Librarians
• Other independent information content developers (writers, photographers)
• Many law professors
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• Additionally, it has been sharply criticized by the United States Federal Trade
Commission http://www.ftc.gov/be/v990010.htm

Attorneys General Opposing or Criticizing UCITA:
• Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia (Administrator of the

Georgia Fair Business Practices Act), Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont, Washington, West
Virginia, Wisconsin

Software Developers that have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• American Society for Quality (not yet published on the Net)
• Association for Computing Machinery http://www.acm.org/usacm/copyright/#ucita
• Free Software Foundation

http://commons.somewhere.com/rre/1999/RRE.campaign.against.abu.html
• Independent Computer Consultants Association (unpublished)
• Institute for Electrical & Electronics Engineers (IEEE)

http://www.ieeeusa.org/forum/POSITIONS/ucita.html
• Sacramento Area Quality Association (unpublished)
• Software Engineering Institute http://www.badsoftware.com/sei.htm
• Software-test-discuss (this is the Net's largest e-mail discussion forum on software

quality control) http://www.badsoftware.com/swtest.htm
• Watts Humphrey http://www.2bguide.com/docs/whsq.html
• American Committee for Interoperable Systems

http://www.2bguide.com/docs/pc799.html
• Digital Future Coalition http://www.dfc.org/

Consumer Advocates that have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• Consumer Federation of America http://www.cptech.org/ucc/sign-on.html
• Consumer Project on Technology (Nader) http://www.cptech.org/ucc/sign-on.html
• Consumers Union http://www.2bguide.com/docs/cu699.html
• National Consumer League http://www.cptech.org/ucc/sign-on.html
• United States Public Interest Research Group http://www.cptech.org/ucc/sign-on.html
• Cem Kaner http://www.badsoftware.com/

Large Software Customers that have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• Society for Information Management http://www.2bguide.com/docs/simltr1098.html
• Security Mutual Life http://www.2bguide.com/docs/52699dc.html
• National Retail Federation (identifying "grave problems" without calling for rejection)

(Members of this Federation employ 1 of every 5 American workers.)
• International Communications Association (identifying "grave problems" without calling

for rejection)
• Principal Financial Group / Principal Life Insurance Company
• Prudential Life
• Caterpillar Inc. http://www.4cite.org/pdf/caterpillar_statement.pdf

Library Associations that have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• American Association of Law Libraries http://www.arl.org/info/letters/libltr.html
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• American Library Association http://www.arl.org/info/letters/libltr.html
• Association of Research Libraries http://www.arl.org/info/letters/libltr.html
• Medical Library Association http://www.arl.org/info/letters/lebrun7.12.html
• Special Libraries Association http://www.arl.org/info/letters/libltr.html

Other independent information content developers (writers, photographers) that have
criticized or opposed UCITA:

• American Society of Media Photographers http://www.nwu.org/pic/uccasmp.htm
• National Writers Union http://www.nwu.org/pic/ucc1009a.htm

Many law professors have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• 50 intellectual property law professors http://www.2bguide.com/docs/1198ml.html
• 43 contract professors of contracts and commercial law

http://www.2bguide.com/docs/799profs.html
• Working Group on Consumer Protection, American Bar Association - Business Law

Section, Committee on the Law of Cyberspace, Subcommittee on Electronic Commerce
http://www.2bguide.com/docs/jbmb699.html

• Lawrence Lessig, Berkman Professor of Law at Harvard Law School
http://www.thestandard.com/articles/display/0,1449,2583,00.html?01

• Pamela Samuelson, Professor of Information Management & Law Co-director, Berkeley
Center for Law & Technology (summarizing opposition papers at the Berkeley
symposium) http://www.2bguide.com/docs/samuel.html

• Paul Shupak, Paul S. Turner, Jane K. Winn, Professors and authors
http://www.2bguide.com/docs/0199winn.html

• Charles McManis, Professor of Law http://www.2bguide.com/docs/cmcali2.htm
• William Woodward Professor of Law http://www.ali.org/ali/Woodward1.htm

Legal Associations that have criticized or opposed UCITA:
• American Law Institute (participated in the initial drafting of UCITA but withdrew

because of the unbalanced nature of the statute)
• American Intellectual Property Law Association (10,000 intellectual property lawyers)
• New York (City) Bar Association

The information contained in these pages may be downloaded, reproduced and redistributed as
long as it has not been altered and is properly attributed.
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