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ARE YOU READY?
What Lawyers Need to Know About Emergency

Preparedness and Disaster Recovery
Competent legal advice is critical to any government or public authority’s efforts to prevent, prepare for,
respond to, and recover from catastrophic events. Yet most attorneys are not familiar with the special
legal and practical issues arising from natural catastrophes and terrorist events.  
This documentary-style video brings together lawyers and other experts from around the nation with
experience in responding to catastrophic events. They describe in simple but powerful ways how
lawyers can help prepare their communities and the nation for the effects of natural disasters, such as
hurricanes, fires, floods, earthquakes, or tornados, and man-made disasters, such as terrorist attacks
or biological warfare. Whether discussing the response to an urban forest fire in Albuquerque, the
challenge of continuing operations after a disaster on the scale of the World Trade Center collapse, or
the destruction caused by a hurricane in Florida, their advice has a practical edge. The Section hopes to
stimulate audience members to enhance their community’s preparedness and to increase awareness of
the legal resources that are available when planning for and coping with disaster.  
Topics addressed in this 70-minute program include: 
• The role of the lawyer

• Drafting multi-jurisdictional agreements
• Limiting liability exposure while enabling response

• Prevention and mitigation
• Enforcing building and flood plain management codes

• Preparedness and response
• Continuity of operations
• Tips on keeping your office operating

• Organizing resources for response
• Mutual aid agreements
• National Incident Management System

• Recovery
• Procedures to assure FEMA reimbursement
• Land use issues raised by disaster housing programs

By making these resources and expertise more widely accessible, local communities and the lawyers
who advise them will be better able to plan for, manage, respond to, and recover from potential
disasters. 
The program is available on DVD or videotape and is accompanied by a 100-plus page softbound course
book.



AVAILABLE FALL 2005...
Homeland Security and Emergency Management: Legal Issues for
State and Local Government
This book, edited by Ernie Abbott and Professor Otto Hetzel, covers a wide range of the legal
issues faced by state and local governments as they take steps to prevent terrorist attacks and
to prepare for, respond to, and recover from catastrophic events regardless of cause. The
authors—including the current General Counsel of FEMA, the chief lawyers for the state
emergency management agencies of Florida, California, and New York, and several private
practitioners and academic scholars—write with an extraordinary depth of practical experience,
which will be a significant resource for state and local practitioners and their clients.
For more information, go to www.ababooks.org or contact Catherine Kruse at
KruseC@staff.abanet.org or 312.988.6112.

ARE YOU READY?
What Lawyers Need to Know about Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster Recovery

Order through the ABA Web Store at www.abaclecatalog.org and search by title or product code

Phone 800.285.2221, and select option 2, or 312.988.5522 (credit cards only;
mention source Code CCE5MAYR)

Fax 312.988.5568 (credit cards only)

Mail form and payment (with your check payable to):
American Bar Association - Financial Services
P.O. Box 109078
Chicago, IL 60610-9078

■■ DVD Package V05AYRDVD (includes softbound course book): $25
■■ Videotape Package V05AYRV (includes softbound course book): $25

SUBTOTAL $ _____________

Sales Tax: $ _____________

Shipping and Handling: $ _____________

TOTAL $ _____________
To Order:

MCLE: DVD and videotape materials
may be approved for in-house or
self-study credit in your mandatory
CLE state. For more information,
contact your appropriate state
agency or the ABA’s MCLE
Department at 312.988.6217.

Orders Must Include:
■■ Check/Money Order      ■■ American Express      ■■ MasterCard      ■■ VISA

Card Number ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ____________ Signature _____________________________________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm/Organization _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip _____________________

Phone ______________________________________________  Fax ______________________________________________

E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________________________

■■    No FAX ■■ No E-MAIL 
We will send you information about ABA-CLE and Career Resource Center programs and products by fax and e-mail unless you indicate otherwise by
checking these boxes.

Shipping/Handling and Tax: Sales/use tax applies to all orders shipped to Illinois–8.75%,
District of Columbia–5.75%, Maryland–5%. Sales/use tax is not applied to shipping/handling
charges. All states add shipping and handling charges to all orders.
Purchase Amount S/H Purchase Amount S/H
$25.00-$49.99 $9.95 $350.00-$499.99 $24.95
$50.00-$99.99 $12.95 $500.00-$999.99 $29.95
$100.00-$349.99 $17.95 $1,000.00 and over $34.95
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