
    
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
       
       
            
        
        
            
        

        
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
         
        
            
         
        
        
            
        
        
            
            
              
            
         
         
             
        

        
             Created with Sketch Beta.         
        

        
              
        
    
 



    
        
            




    
        
        
        




    
        
        
        

    
    
    
    
        
        
        




    
        
            
                
                    
                        Renew Your ABA Membership
                    

                    
                        It's time to renew your membership and keep access to free CLE, valuable publications and more.


                    

                    
                        Your membership has expired - last chance for uninterrupted access to free CLE and other benefits.


                    

                

                
                    
                        Renew
                        Now
                    
                

                
                    
                
            

        

    





    




    



        

        
            

        
            
                
                    Search ABA
                
            

            
                




    
        
        
        




    
        
        
        

    
    
    
    
        
        
        


    Skip to content

    
        
            
                
                    
    










    
                
            

        
        
            	
                    My ABA
                
	
                    Events
                
	
                    CLE
                
	
                    Shop ABA
                
	
                    Member Directory
                
	
    
    Join

	
    Log In
    

	
    Log In
    

	
                    
                        Shopping Cart
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
    
    Join

	
                    
                        
                    
                    
                        
                    
                    
                        
                    
                


            
            
	
        	
                My ABA
            
	
                Events
            
	
                CLE
            


        	
                Shop ABA
            
	
                Member Directory
            
	
                
                    Shopping Cart
                    
                        
                    
                
            


    
	
        
            
        
        
            
        
        
            
        
    



	
        Log In
        
    
	
    
    Join



        

    



    



    


                




    
        
        
        





    
        
            
                
                    Federal Judiciary
                    HOME
                
            

            	
                        
                            Ratings of Article III and Article IV Judicial Nominees
                        
                    
	
                        
                            Resources
                        
                    



            
                




      Search This Group  
    
        
            ← Section Menu
        
        
            
                
                
                    
                
                

            

        

        
        

    





            

        

    

    







    



            
        
    
    

    
    



    
        Close
        
        



    
        
            
                
                    Search
                
                
            
            
                
                    Submit
                
                
            
            
                
                    Clear
                
                
            
            

        
        
            
            
            
            
            
        

    





        
    







    
    




    


    

    


    
        


Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary









        


The Standing Committee provides the Senate Judiciary Committee, the 
administration, and the public with its independent, nonpartisan peer 
evaluation of  the professional qualifications of every judicial nominee
 to the Article III and Article IV federal courts.  
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            Backgrounder
        

        This updated Backgrounder describes the process by which the Standing Committee conducts its evaluations of the professional qualifications of nominees to the Article III and Article IV federal courts on a post-nomination basis.
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          Supreme Court Nominees

        Click here for information on each Supreme Court nominee from the 103rd Congress to the present. 

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
          Supreme Court Evaluation Process

        The Standing Committee evaluates the professional qualifications of Supreme Court Nominees on a post-nomination basis. Click here for a summary of the Committee's Supreme Court evaluation procedures.

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        Frequently Asked Questions

        See answers to frequently asked questions regarding the Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary and the evaluation process.

        
    
        
    



    






                

                
                    




    
    
    



    
        
        Ratings

        Ratings of judicial nominees are posted by Congressional session and are available for those nominated during the 101st Congress to the present. The rating chart for current nominees is updated regularly.
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        View the ratings of Article III and Article IV Judicial nominees
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            Written Statements
        

        From time to time, the Standing Committee is asked by the Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee to testify at a confirmation hearing. The Standing Committee primarily testifies at hearings for Supreme Court nominees and in cases where the Standing Committee has rated a nominee "Not Qualified." View links to all of the written statements submitted by the Standing Committee to the Senate Judiciary Committee since 1993.
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                    About the Committee

                    The Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary (FJC) of the American Bar Association evaluates the professional qualifications of all nominees to the Supreme Court of the United States, circuit courts of appeals, district courts (including territorial district courts) and the Court of International Trade. The Committee’s goal is to support and encourage the selection of the best-qualified persons for the federal judiciary. It restricts its evaluation to issues bearing on professional qualifications and does not consider a nominee's philosophy or ideology. The Committee's peer-review process is structured to achieve impartial evaluations of the integrity, professional competence and judicial temperament of nominees for the federal judiciary.
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                    President Eisenhower on the Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary

                    President Eisenhower Thanks the Standing Committee  During a 1955 address to attendees of the ABA’s 78th Annual Meeting, President Dwight D. Eisenhower thanks the Standing Committee for providing the White House with its evaluations of the professional qualifications of individuals under consideration for nomination to the federal bench.  Since then, the Standing Committee has provided its assistance on a pre-nomination basis to nine administrations, Democratic and Republican alike. 
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