


states on a particular subject, the text may compare analytically how and why the law differs be
tween jurisdictions, but a mere listing of the law by jurisdiction within the body of the article 
would not be appropriate. Similarly, lengthy forms may be included in an appendix. 

Article length may vary, although 30-50 double-spaced typed pages is typical. Generally speak
ing, the Journal does not publish articles of either fewer than 15 or more than 50 printed pages. 
Book reviews and case notes, however, may be somewhat shorter. Articles of more than 50 
printed pages may be subdivided to facilitate printing in two or more issues of the Journal. 

Authors should use the active voice wherever possible, and generally avoid the use of the first 
and second persons. We edit articles to conform to The Bluebook—A Uniform System of Citation 
and to the Texas Law Review Manual on Style. Authors who do not have access to these books 
should conform generally to William Strunk, Jr. & E.B. White, The Elements of Style. 

SUBMISSION 

The Journal welcomes the submission of articles for publication consideration regardless of 
whether the author is a member of the Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law. As a 
publication of the Section, however, the Journal particularly encourages Section members and 
committees to submit materials for publication consideration. 

Articles must be submitted in electronic format by e-mail to: 

¾	 Roger D. Schwenke at rschwenke@carltonfields.com (in the case of articles on real 
property law topics); or 

¾	 W. Birch Douglass, III, at bdouglass@mcguirewoods.com (in the case of articles on 
estate planning, probate and trust law topics). 

We do not require that articles be submitted to the Journal on an exclusive basis, but we do ex
pect that articles submitted to us will not have been previously published in, or committed to, 
any other publication, in either the same or similar form. Authors should notify us immediately if 
an article submitted to us for publication consideration is accepted for publication elsewhere. We 
may consider for publication articles that have previously appeared elsewhere, but only if the 
submitted article is substantially different—either in treatment, focus or length—from the previ
ously published version, and provided that the copyright holder of the previous publication will 
provide written permission for the article to appear in the Journal. 

We do not consider for publication articles that are in draft form or contain any unfinished mate
rial. Occasionally we will ask authors of articles we have already accepted to update the articles 
prior to publication in order to clarify items or to take into account changes in the law or other 
current developments. 

ARTICLE SELECTION 

The professional editorial board selects articles for publication based upon consideration of a 
number of factors, including (1) the subject of the article and its compatibility with the editorial 
purpose of the Journal; (2) the substantive accuracy and clarity of style of the article; (3) the 
thoroughness with which the article treats its subject, including the adequacy of citation within 
the article; (4) the number of lawyers likely to be interested in the topic; and (5) the extent to 
which the topic previously has been considered in the Journal and in other publications. We will 
also consider the objectivity of the author and whether any real or apparent conflicts of interest 
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may exist, based on the interest or relationship of the author in or to any product or service re
ferred to in the article. 

EDITORIAL PROCESS 

All accepted articles are edited by a student editorial board at the University of South Carolina 
School of Law and reviewed and edited by one or more members of the professional editorial 
board of the Journal to ensure accuracy of content and clarity of style. After we complete our 
editing, we return the article, as edited, to its author, who is then asked to make final suggestions 
and comments before publication. 

The professional editorial board is appointed by the Section. The names and contact information 
for the current professional editors are listed on the attached Schedule I. Any author who has a 
question about Journal editorial policy while preparing an article is encouraged to contact any 
member of the professional editorial board. 

COMPLIMENTARY REPRINTS FOR AUTHORS 

The Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law provides authors with 25 complimentary 
copies of their articles. Authors may order additional reprints, at their own expense, at the time 
they return their edited article to the Journal’s editor-in-chief immediately prior to publication. 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

The Journal is published four times each year. The following table summarizes publication 
schedule and the respective deadlines for article submission. Articles submitted for consideration 
for publication are reviewed on a “first submitted, first accepted” rule, and specific Journal is
sues are often full in advance of their respective deadlines. We cannot hold space “open” in an 
issue for promised articles or promised redrafts of articles. 

Issue Publication Date Deadline for Article Submission 
Winter Late March September 10 (of preceding year) 
Spring Late June December 1 
Summer Late September February 1 
Fall Late December July 1 

COPYRIGHT 

Authors must sign a copyright agreement provided by the American Bar Association, the form of 
which is attached as Schedule II, and which, in addition, contains certain warranties made by 
authors. By submitting an article for consideration to the Journal, authors also represent and 
warrant that the submitted article does not contain any material that would violate the rights of 
any third party, and that the author does not have a financial or other interest in any product or 
service referred to in the article, unless the interest is disclosed in writing to the editors of the 
Journal at the time the article is submitted for consideration. If any representation or warranty 
made by an author should prove to be untrue, the Journal reserves the right to revoke any prior 
acceptance of that author’s article, immediately and without notice to the author. 

The views expressed in articles published in the Journal have not been approved by the House of 
Delegates or the Board of Governors of the ABA and should not be construed as representing the 
policy of the ABA. 
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Schedule IIc 

FORM OF COPYRIGHT RELEASE 

PUBLICATION AGREEMENT: CONTRIBUTION TO A COLLECTIVE WORK -- PERIODICAL 

FROM: AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, Real Property, Probate and Trust Section

 750 No. Lake Shore Dr., Chicago, IL 60611

  Attn: James R. Burkhard, Editor-in-Chief, Real Property, Probate and Trust Journal 

TO: _____________________

 ______________________ 
[Joint authorship:  If the Work has more than one author whose individual contributions are "inseparable parts of a unitary whole," each author must sign a 
separate counterpart to this agreement.  All such counterparts shall be considered collectively as one and the same agreement.] 

========================================================================================= 

The American Bar Association is pleased to consider the publication of your Work, tentatively entitled: 

“_______________________________________” 

to be included in the following periodical: Real Property, Probate and Trust Journal, Vol. No. __, Issue No. __. 

License Terms: As a condition of publication and for no monetary compensation, you hereby grant to the ABA the follow
ing rights to the Work:  (1) the exclusive right of first publication of the Work worldwide as part of the above-named publica
tion; (2) the nonexclusive worldwide right to reproduce, distribute, perform, and display the Work and to license or syndicate 
use of the Work, or any part thereof, in any medium or form of communication, now existing or hereafter developed, to oth
ers; and (3) the nonexclusive worldwide right to use the Work, or any part thereof, in any other publication produced by the 
ABA. The grant of rights herein shall include, but not be limited to, the right to adapt or otherwise use the Work, or any por
tion thereof, alone or in conjunction with other materials, in all types of electronic, digital and computer-based media and 
technologies, now existing or hereafter developed, as well as the storage, retrieval, transmission, display, output and repro
duction of data through any such media and technologies. 

The ABA shall have the right to edit the Work, provided that the meaning is not materially altered.  In addition, you assign 
the nonexclusive worldwide right to use the Work to promote and publicize the ABA or its publications, including the right to 
use your name and likeness and biographical data in such promotions. If published, you will be identified as the author of the 
Work, or co-author if applicable. 

Warranty: You warrant that the Work is original with you, that it is not subject to any existing copyright and that you have 
authority to grant the rights in this Agreement; that its publication will not libel anyone or infringe on or invade the rights of 
others; that you have full power to make this agreement; and that the Work has not been published elsewhere in whole or in 
part (except as may be set out in a rider attached herewith). Should the Work contain any material which requires written per
mission for inclusion in the Work, you agree to obtain such permission from the copyright proprietor consistent with this 
Agreement. 

If the foregoing terms are satisfactory, please sign and date this agreement below and return it to the project coordinator. Exe
cution of this Agreement does not obligate the ABA to publish your Work. 

======================================================================================== 

Author's Signature:

 Date 

======================================================================================== 
U.S. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, PLEASE CHECK [a] OR [b]: _____  [a] This Work was written on my own time and was not required by my as
signed job or official duties as a U.S. Government employee. _____ [b]This Work was written as part of my assigned job or official duties as a U.S. Govern
ment employee. 

PLEASE RETURN TO James R. Burkhard, University South Carolina School of Law, 701 S. Main St., Columbia, SC 29208 

Revised July 13, 2006 
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