
    WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?  
 
The domestic violence  is an aggressive way of behavior 
in order to exert power and to hold control in family 
relationships. The domestic violence can happen at home, 
in the family, between spouses, relatives, parents and 
children, concubines.   
 

The physical ill-treatment, the psychological and 
sexual aggression, are far from being the only forms of 
violence. The offenses, the intimidations, the threats, the 
forced sexual relationships, forced material dependence, 
are also acts of violence. Some women declare that the 
most unbearable form of violence is the “psychological 
torture” and the “life in threats and terror”.   

 The domestic violence is a very wide spread 
phenomenon, although, very often it is not publicized. It 
affects the people whom you know (especially women 
and children). Any persons can become a victim of 
domestic violence.   

  
IN WHAT CASES CAN YOU CONSIDER TO BE 

SUBEJCT TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?  
When: 

·  you partner, being enraged, uses physical aggression 
against you; 

·  your partner does not allow you to meet your friends or 
relatives; 

·  forces you to sexual intercourse; 
·  threatens you, yells at you; 
·  because of you partner, you feel helpless and you have 

the impression that nobody needs you; 
·  you are afraid of your partner. 
Despite all the enumerated above, your partner can 
sometimes act fair and rational – exactly the way you 
would like to see him act. 
 
About one third of the murders committed in the 
Republic of Moldova are committed in the family. 
During 2002 there have been registered 85 
premeditated murders and 39 cases of severe injures. 
The murders in the family have constituted 19,6% of 
the total cases of committed murders.  
 

The violence can happen in any family – rich or poor, 
disregarding the nationality, location and country. 
The violence is an offense and the entire 
responsibility is borne by the aggressor. 

HOW TO SURVIVE WHEN BEING IN 
DANGER  

Before aggression: 
If you suppose that you can be aggressed, think to 

whom you can appeal to for help: relatives, friends, 
colleagues at work, neighbors, “hot lines”. 

Prepare “an urgency kit”: keys, money, passport, 
some clothing that you can take with you, in case you 
need to leave in haste the house or the place where you 
are at. 

When you are aggressed: 
Defend yourself. 
Scream for help with a very loud voice (shout loudly 

“Fire!”). Start looking for the police. 
If it is necessary and possible, leave immediately the 

house together with your children. 

After being aggressed: 
Contact the police immediately. The police officer 

will send you to a forensic legal practitioner for medical 
expertise, the results of which may be used later as 
evidence in court.  

In case if the police officer refuses to send you to a 
forensic legal practitioner or you are not ready to appeal 
to the police authorities or to court (in the civil cases), 
appeal immediately on your own to any clinic or to any 
forensic legal practitioner because your health and 
safety, as well as the health of your children is more 
important. Also it is necessary to keep all the evidences 
of abuse (ex. torn clothing, clothes with blood stains on 
it, broken objects, etc.)         

 
In case if you want to appeal to the police later, 

especially when the violence is repeated, such kind of 
evidence will be useful. If possible, take pictures of the 
corporal injures and proofs of the material damage caused 
to the house.  

Please make sure that the forensic practitioner 
registers the most complete and objective information in 
you medical file.  

Please put down all the cases of violence or threats in 
an agenda or calendar. 

Relate your situation to the persons you trust. 

Appeal to the crises center. 

ASK FOR HELP! 

The repeated violent acts can become more 
dangerous. This is why you should not hesitate in your 
actions, especially in asking for help. 

When the police has arrived: 
·  Behave as calm as possible. 
·  Write a complaint. If the police officers refuse to 

receive it, insist on a meeting with their superiors.  
·  Find out the name of the police officers and the 

telephone numbers where they can be reached, 
including to find out the registration number of the 
complaint. 

·  Inform the police officers about the corporal injuries 
caused to you and the material damage. 

·  Tell the police officers about other cases of violence 
committed by the aggressor (if these happened). 

·  Inform the police about the existence of witnesses. It 
would be indicated for you to mention their names, 
surnames and addresses. 

BE AWARE OF THE DANGER  
THREATENING YOU  

In case your partner – threatens to kill you or to 
commit suicide; is depressed, or has a gun and harasses 
you; makes abuse of alcohol, consumes drugs or has 
psychological problems – you are in a big danger. 
Remember that next to you, your children are also in 
big danger.  

It was proven that the boys who are used to seeing 
cruel scenes – when their own mothers are ill-treated 
by their partners – when growing up, they would 
resort to violence more frequently then other persons. 
In their turn, under same circumstances, the girls tend 
to be more involved in relationships with violent 
partners. Remember: violence has a tendency to be 
transmitted from one generation to another. 

 
WHO IS GUILTY?  

In every family there are discussions, debates, 
sometimes rather tough ones. In this way the couples 
clarify their positions regarding certain difficult conflict 
issues. Unfortunately, in many cases the discussions go 
beyond a civilized from of communication, changing into 
quarrels, which can be accompanied by threats, 
aggression, violent acts.  
Remember: any form of violence is inadmissible.  
No person deserves to be subject to violence. 



It is not your fault if somebody is beating you, offending 
you or depriving you of money. Your husband or partner 
can argument the behavior by saying that he was incited, 
but he is the only one responsible for his actions 
(disregarding the fact if he is in a “normal” situation or if 
he is drunk).  
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CANNOT BE 
JUSTIFIED! 

 
The domestic violence is prohibited by the law. The 
criminal legislation is applicable to any member of the 
family who is committing acts of violence. 
 

HOW TO DEFEND YOUR RIGHTS:  

1. When filing a complaint to the police office, it can 
be followed by   

·  filing a criminal case (when severe injures are 
caused, by the court sentence, the aggressor can be 
sanctioned to a fine, or can be deprived of freedom, 
etc.) 

·  filing an administrative case (in case of small 
injures, ill-treatment, actions causing physical pain, 
the aggressor can be sanctioned with 30 days of 
detention  or with a fine.). 

2. Having a written request for a civil case at the court 
of territorial circumscription, where the defendant is 
domiciled, for the purpose of paying of the material 
damage (for example, the broken furniture, the days off 
from work, the expenditures related to the medical 
treatment) and the moral damage caused.    

Repairing the caused damage can happen either 
separately, or within a criminal case. 

3. Obtaining a divorce by filing a request at the Office 
of Civil Registration, or in court – in case if you have 
common children, or you cannot reach to an agreement 
regarding the separation of property. Also the aggressor 
can be deprived of the parent’s rights. According to the 
legislation of the Republic of Moldova, men and women 
have equal rights. Nobody has the right to commit acts 
of violence.  

Do not tolerate violence! This vicious circle 
should be destroyed! Remember: 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO PERSONAL 
SECURITY! 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE PROTECTED 
BY THE LAW ENFORCEMENT BODIES! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU HAVE THE SUPPORT FROM THE 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS!  

 
The addresses of organizations which can help: 

 

1. The Association of Women of Legal Career, Chi� in� u,  

68 Bucure� ti str., of. 310  tel. 54-65-69; 27-54-62 

2. The Center for Diagnosis and Rehabilitation 
“Armonie”, MD-2012, Chi� in� u, 4A. Veronica Micle 
str., 4A,  tel. 22-24-37 

3. The Human Rights Center in Moldova (CpDOM), 
Chi� in� u, 16  Sfatul �� rii str., 

tel.: 23-48-00; 24-54-42 

4.  The University Legal Clinic from B� l�i, 38 Pu� kin str., 
block 5,  tel. (231) 24479 

5. The Comrat Legal Clinic, 160 Lenin str., office 8, tel. 
(298) 29480 

6. The Tiraspol Legal Clinic, 21/4 Zapadnîi pereulok 
21/4, office 47, tel. (233) 335 90 

7. The center for assistance and protection of victims of 
violence,  

B� l�i, 31 August 63 A str., tel. (231) 26357 

8. National Center to Prevent Child Abuse, (CNPAC) 
Chi� in� u, 61/2 Calea Ie� ilor str., 

tel. 75-88-06; 59-2748 

9. Public Association „Legal Clinic”, Chi� in� u, State 
University of Moldova, 60 A. Mateevici str., tel.: 23-
24-53 

10. Center for psychological assistance to the family, 

 Chi� in� u,  31 August, 87 str., tel. 22-01-19 

11. National Center for Studies and Information on 
Women’s Issues, MD 2004, Chi� in� u, bd. � tefan cel 
Mare, 194A, tel.: 24-13-93; 23-70-89 

12. Association „Casa M� rioarei”, Chi � in� u, 4 Hînce� ti 
str.,  tel.: 72-58-61  
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