
Karen T. Grisez is Special Counsel for Public Service resident in Fried Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson’s Washington, DC office.  In her role as Public 
Service Counsel, Ms. Grisez manages the intake and placement of pro bono 
matters, acts as liaison to national and local bar associations and legal services 
providers and provides substantive advice and assistance to other attorneys in 
the traditional pro bono practice areas. Her areas of interest include political 
asylum and other immigration matters, veterans’ benefits, family law, 
landlord/tenant and general civil litigation.  Ms. Grisez is a Commissioner to the 
American Bar Association's Commission on Immigration and was the former co-chair 
of the Immigration Litigation Committee of the ABA Section of Litigation.  She is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the American Immigration Law Foundation, 
the Board of Directors of the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition and the 
Washington Council of Lawyers.  She also chairs the Advisory Committee on Pro 
Se Litigation of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.  Ms. 
Grisez is a frequent speaker and panelist on asylum and other immigration-
related topics, including federal court litigation in the immigration context. 

Ms. Grisez received her JD in 1990 from Catholic University of America, 
Columbus School of Law, where she was lead articles editor of the Law Review, 
as well as a member of the Moot Court Board and winner of the Alumni 
Achievement Award for most outstanding combination of academics and 
extracurricular activities, and her BA, summa cum laude, in 1987 from the 
University of Maryland.   Ms. Grisez is admitted to the bar in the District of 
Columbia and Maryland and to practice before the United States Courts of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit, Fourth Circuit and DC Circuit; the United States 
District Courts for the District of Columbia and the District of Maryland; the United 
States Court of Federal Claims; and the United States Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims. She also practices before the United States Immigration Court 
in numerous jurisdictions. 

 


