
American Bar Association  
Resources on Federal Judicial Pay  

 
 
 
Legislation: 
 

S. 1638: Introductory Remarks  
 
S. 1638:  Bill Summary and Status 
 
 

Congressional Correspondence: 
 
Letters from the Association of Corporate Counsel to Congressional Judiciary Committee 
Leaders Supporting Federal Judicial Pay Increase (June 2007) 
Senate Letter
House Letter
 
Letter from Lawyers for Civil Justice to Congressional Leaders Supporting Federal Judicial 
Pay Increase (May 2007)  
 
Letter from ABA Section on Business Law to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, 
the Internet, Intellectual Property Urging the Subcommittee to Address the Problem with 
Federal Judicial Compensation (May 2007) 
 
ABA Statement on Federal Judicial Compensation before the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
on the Courts, the Internet and Intellectual Property (April 2007) 

 
Statement of Justice Breyer on Judicial Pay before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property's Oversight Hearing on Federal Judicial 
Compensation (April 2007) 
 
Statement of Justice Alito on Judicial Pay before the House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property's Oversight Hearing on Federal Judicial 
Compensation (April 2007)  
 
Statement of Justice Kennedy on Federal Judicial Pay before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
(February 2007)  
 
Letter from Corporate Counsels to Congressional Leaders Supporting Federal; Judicial Pay 
Increase (February 2007)  
 
Letter from Law School Deans to Congressional Leaders Supporting Federal Judicial Pay 
Increase (February 2007)  
 

http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/s1638_crleahy.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s.01638:
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/accsletter0607.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/acchletter0607.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/lcjletter.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/abasblletter0607.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/letters/judiciary/2007apr19_judpays_t.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/breyerstatement.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/alitostatement.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/kennedystatement.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/ltrcorpleaders022007.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/deansletter.pdf


ABA Letters Urging Congressional Leaders to Provide Federal Judges with A Cost-Of-
Living Adjustment (November 2007)  
Senate Letter 
House Letter  

 
Talking Points: 
  

ABA Speech Outline on Judicial Pay 
 
ABA Fact Sheet
 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Fact Sheet

 
  
Charts:   
 
 Linkage Between Congressional and Judicial Salaries Since 1968  
 
 Cost-of-Living Adjustments for Judges and Members of Congress Since 1993
 
 Bar Graphs Demonstrating the Decline in Real Value of Judicial Pay
 
 Salary and Wage Tables for 2007 Prepared by the Office of Personnel Management
 
  
Position Papers and Reports: 
 

Position Papers 
 

ABA, Position Paper on the Need for Judicial Pay Reform: Essential Background 
Information (April 2007) 
 
Issue in Governance Studies, How to Pay the Piper: It’s Time to Call Different Tunes for 
Congressional and Judicial Salaries (April 2007) 
 
American College of Trial Lawyers, Position Paper on Judicial Compensation (March 2007)  
 
American Judicature Society President’s Statement on Judicial Pay 
 
Reports 

 
Chief Justice's 2006 Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary  

 
 
Media Coverage: 

 
Column by Abner Mikva, Attracting the Best, The National Law Journal, June 4, 2007  

 2

http://www.abanet.org/poladv/letters/judiciary/2006dec08_colahjr102s_l.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/letters/judiciary/2006dec08_colahjr102h_l.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/judpayoutline.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/abaday2007onepager.pdf
http://www.uscourts.gov/judicialcompensation/payfactsheet.html
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/congjudsal68to07.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/cjsalariessince1993.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/judpaygraphs.pdf
http://www.opm.gov/oca/07tables/
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/pospaper2007.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/igspospaper.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/igspospaper.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/actlpospaper.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/ajsjudpayreport.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/2006yearendreport.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/abaday07/mikva0607.pdf


 
Op.Ed. by Karen Mathis, Judicial Pay Crucial to Our Courts' Future
 
Op.Ed. by Paul Volcker, Judicial Pay, Wall Street Journal, February 10, 2007  

 
Column by Stephen Barr, Local Government Workers To Get 2.64% Raise in '07, Washington 
Post, December 22, 2006 

 
Senator Calls Judges' Stagnant Salaries Threat to Judiciary, The Third Brach, Vol. 39, No. 3, March 
2007 

 
 
 
Historical Documents:  
 

American Bar Association and Federal Bar Association, Federal Judicial Pay: An Update on the 
Urgent Need for Action May 2003
 
ABA, Legislative Activity during the 107th -109th Congress 
 
Volcker Commission Report on Judicial Pay: Urgent Business for America - Revitalizing the Federal 
Government for the 21st Century, January 2003  
 
108th Congress: President's Statement in Support of Judicial Pay Raise
 
Spencer Williams v. United States  
 
Williams v United States, 240 F.3d 1366 (Fed. Cir. 2001)

 
ABA Amicus Brief in Support of the Petition for Writ of Certiorari, No. 01-175

 
Williams v. United States, 122 S. Ct. 1221 (Justice Breyer's Dissent, 2002)  
 

ABA Policy: 
 

Compilation of ABA Policies on Federal Judicial Pay 
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http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/mathisoped.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/volkeroped2007
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/abaday07/barr22dec2006.pdf
http://www.uscourts.gov/ttb/2007-03/senator/index.html
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/documents/2003judpay.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/documents/2003judpay.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/legactjudpay.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/volckercommreport2003.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/presstate052003.pdf
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/federal/judicial/fed/opinions/99opinions/99-1572o.html
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/williamsvsusfedcir.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/williamsbreyerdis.pdf
http://www.abanet.org/poladv/priorities/judicial_pay/judpaypolicies.pdf
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