
 

October 28, 2003 

Dear Senator:  

I am writing on behalf of the American Bar Association to express our strong 
support for S. 3182, the Adoption Promotion Act of 2003. The proposed Act will 
strengthen and improve programs that have helped an extraordinarily large 
number of children to find permanent homes through adoption, and we urge your 
support for it.  

The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 (ASFA) rewarded states with cash 
incentives for increasing the number of adoptions of children in foster care, 
concentrating on children with special needs. Adoption levels were on the rise 
before the enactment of ASFA, but grew significantly faster as its programs were 
implemented. Since 1997, the number of adoptions of children from foster care 
increased by 64 percent, and the number of adoptions of children with special 
needs increased by 63 percent, a development that has heartened advocates for 
children and adoption nationwide. But over 500,000 children are today in foster 
care, and 126,000 have adoption as a goal.  

S. 3182 would reauthorize and expand on the adoption bonuses created as part of 
ASFA. It would reauthorize incentive payments for increased adoptions of foster 
children and for increased adoption of children with special needs. It will add new 
incentives for states to increase adoptions of children over the age of 9, who 
represent almost half of the children waiting for adoption. It will make a profound 
difference in bringing about more adoptions of these children.  

The House of Representatives approved an identical bill without opposition by 
voice vote on October 8, 2003. The ABA joins with bipartisan supporters of S. 
3182 in the realistic goal of strengthening adoption of special needs and older 
children and urges the Senate to take prompt action on this much-needed 
legislation.  

Sincerely, 

 
Robert D. Evans 
  
 


