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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

May 20, 2004

Dear Senator:

On behalf of the American Bar Association, | am writing to urge your support for an
amendment that Senator Edward Kennedy will introduce during the Judiciary
Committee’s mark-up of S. 1129, the Unaccompanied Alien Child Protection Act of
2004, introduced by Senator Dianne Feinstein. We applaud Senator Feinstein for
authoring this long-needed measure and Senator Kennedy for introducing this
amendment to provide the crucial underpinnings to the architecture of protection that
S. 1129 would create.

Senator Kennedy’s amendment would give the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR)
the authority, when pro bono counsel is not available, to make grants to nonprofit
agencies to provide legal representation. The Department of Justice now awards grants
to nonprofit agencies to provide legal representation to battered immigrants. The
Kennedy amendment would allow ORR to award similar grants to represent
unaccompanied minors.

This modest measure will have a significant impact. It will help ensure that vulnerable
children have adequate access to legal counsel, as well as create a more equitable and
efficient system through the participation of counsel.

These vulnerable children include asylum seekers as well as children who have been
smuggled into the country and who may be, or have been, forced into sweatshop labor
or sexual servitude. While pro bono representation should be encouraged and utilized
to the maximum extent possible, it cannot meet the need in all cases, particularly for
the many children who are detained in remote border areas. The lack of legal
representation is especially troubling given the life-altering decisions reached in many
of these cases.

Vulnerable children need the benefits conveyed by both the Kennedy amendment and
S. 1129. We urge your support for both.

Sincerely,
Robuct, Do Eomnss

Robert D. Evans



