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TOM PYRZ TO RECEIVE 

NABE BOLTON AWARD IN NEW YORK
Thomas A. Pyrz, executive director of the Indiana State Bar Association (ISBA), is the 2008 recipient of the National Association of Bar Executives (NABE) Bolton Award for Outstanding Bar Leadership. The Bolton Award is NABE’s highest accolade and recognizes the exceptional professionalism and achievement of a bar executive. It is named in honor of the late Fred Bolton, executive director and secretary of the Pennsylvania Bar Association from 1966 until 1977.
A distinguished graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, Pyrz served as first captain and brigade commander, and then embarked upon a 24-year career in the U.S. Army, where he demonstrated calm, capable leadership that would continue throughout his career in the legal profession, first, as an attorney and later, as a bar executive. After retiring from the U.S, Army Judge Advocate Corps, in 1991, Pyrz briefly served as general counsel for Indiana’s Family and Social Services Administration. One year later, he became the ISBA’s executive director. 

Known for his professionalism, integrity, vision and character, Pyrz has led ISBA’s efforts to improve the legal profession. One example is the bar’s recent Arbitration Forum, a day-long event at which Indiana attorneys, judges and practitioners convened to discuss how arbitration in the state could be improved. Colleagues also cite valuable member benefits Pyrz has developed during his tenure including complimentary online research for clients, computerized form systems and a chat room where lawyers can share information. According to Indiana Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard, Pyrz has shown “a commitment to make the association a real presence in the working lives of lawyers...and must certainly rank as an excellent example to bar executives in other parts of the country.”
Pyrz has been consistently active in NABE, working on numerous committees and presenting at its Annual, Midyear and Chief Staff Executive Meetings. After serving on the NABE Board of Directors for six years, Pyrz was elected president in 2003.  In addition to his outstanding contributions to the ABA and NABE, Pyrz has generously shared his time with the Indiana and Indianapolis Bar Foundations, the Indiana Society of Association Executives, the American Legion, and the Association of the United States Army among many other professional and community activities. In 2002, he was awarded Indiana’s Sagamore of the Wabash, the highest honor presented by an Indiana Governor to one of the state’s citizens. 
The Bolton Award will be presented at the Joint Luncheon of the National Conference of Bar Presidents, NABE and the National Conference of Bar Foundations, on Friday, August 8, 2008, at the Annual Meeting in New York. 
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