
2003 HONOREES
Rabb Emison  
Laura V. Farber 
Stella Kinue Manabe 
Hon. Theodore McMillian 
Hon. Louis H. Pollak 
LeRoy W. Wilder 

2004 HONOREES
Norma V. Cantu 
Hon. Royal Furgeson, Jr. 
E. Christopher Johnson, Jr. 
Bill Lann Lee 
Arvo Q. Mikkanen 
  
2005 HONOREES
Hon. Arthur Louis Burnett, Sr. 
José  C. Feliciano 
Emanuel B. Halper 
Karen K. Narasaki 
Hon. Raymond S. Uno 

2006 HONOREES
Paula E. Boggs 
Harry Gee, Jr. 
Michael D. Marin 
Roderick A. Palmore 
Rachel Patrick 
Hon. Ann Claire Williams 

2007 HONOREES
Paulette Brown 
William T. Coleman, Jr. 
Hon. Joseph W. Hatchett 
Arturo L. Jaramillo 
Paul W. Lee 
Thomas A. Mars 
Hon. William S. Richardson 

2008 HONOREES
Cesar L. Alvarez 
Christopher J. Arriola 
Lawrence R. Baca 
John W. Kozyak 
Hon. George Bundy Smith 
Margaret Bush Wilson 
Mia Frances Yamamoto  

2009 HONOREES
Julius L. Chambers 
Sen. Colleen Hanabusa 
Joan Mei Haratani 
Prof. Charles J. Ogletree, Jr. 
Richard A. Soden 

Daniel Sosa, Jr.
William A. Von Hoene
Hon.

, Jr.

1996 HONOREES
Hon. Dennis W. Archer 
John E. Echohawk 
Walter R. Echo-Hawk  
Fred D. Gray 
Antonia Hernandez 
Donald L. Hollowell 
Hon. Joyce L. Kennard 

POSTHUMOUS TRIBUTE
Charles H. Dorsey, Jr. 
Hon. Thomas Tang 

1997 HONOREES
Drew S. Days, III 
Dr. Sandra Madrid 
Dale Minami 
Harry J. Pearce 
Cruz Reynoso  

1998 HONOREES
Hon. Benjamin Aranda, III 
Adelfa B. Callejo 
Hon. Matthew J. Perry, Jr. 
Hon. Robert M. Takasugi 
W. Richard West 
Hon. L. Douglas Wilder 

1999 HONOREES
Gilbert Casellas 
Elaine R. Jones 
Hon. Gary Locke 
F. Browning Pipestem 
Guy Rounsaville, Jr. 

POSTHUMOUS TRIBUTE
Hon. A. Leon Higginbotham 

2000 HONOREES
Kalyn Cherie Free 
Benjamin L. Hooks 
Hon. Patsy T. Mink 
Charles R. Morgan 
Hon. Henry Ramsey, Jr. 
Marcos G. Ronquillo 

2001 HONOREES
Vine Deloria, Jr. 
Hon. Nelson A. Diaz 
Paul M. Igasaki 
Hon. Damon J. Keith 
Angela E. Oh 
Thomas L. Sager 

2002 HONOREES
Peter A. Garcia 
Hon. Clifford Scott Green 
Peter Herbert 
Hon. Harry W. Low 
William G. Paul 
Hon. Rebecca Tsosie 

Dean Rennard Strickland 

These awards celebrate the efforts and              
accomplishments of lawyers who work to        
promote a more racially and ethnically diverse 
legal profession. Awards are presented to      
lawyers who excel in their professional settings; 
who personify excellence on the national, state, 
or local level; and who have demonstrated a 
commitment to racial and ethnic diversity in the 
legal profession. 

For information about sponsorships and ticket     
purchases, contact the Commission on Racial and 
Ethnic Diversity in the Profession at 
312.988.5643. 

The motto of the Spirit of Excellence Awards     
symbolizes the struggle of racially and ethnically 
diverse lawyers as they travel the road to       
personal and professional success. Special indeed 
is the person who can navigate his or her own 
way, while paving the way and assisting those 
who follow. 

NOMINATIONS

Please complete the nomination form. It should be  
       the first page of your nomination materials. 

NOMINEE’S RESUME AND PHOTOGRAPH

Please submit the nominee’s resume and/or curriculum 
vitae as well as a narrative biography, describing his or 
her background and contributions to racial and ethnic  
diversity efforts, along with a current photo that can be 
reproduced if your nominee is selected as a       
recipient. 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS
Please submit no more than three letters of support 
from individuals or organizations that speak to these 
six criteria.   
Only the first three letters of support received by the 
Commission will be considered by the selection    
committee. 

PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES
Send nomination materials along with this form, the 
nominee’s resume and/or biography, current photo, 
and no more than three letters of support from       
individuals or organization.  Additional letters will be 
returned. 
All nominees must be ABA members. 

Mail to: 
American Bar Association 
Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the        
Profession 
SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS
321 N. Clark Street 
Chicago, IL 60654-1598 

NOMINATION DEADLINE DATE 
Nomination materials must be received by the            
Commission on or before Wednesday, July 15, 2009. 

CRITERIA  
Please supply responses to the following on a separate 
sheet(s) and attach them to the nomination materials. 
Provide responses and specific examples, if applicable. 

1.  Describe how the nominee has achieved professional        
excellence in his or her field. 

2.  Describe how the nominee has served as an            
inspiration or a role model in overcoming hardships or 
barriers and achieving success and excellence in the 
legal profession thus paving the way for others. 

3.  Describe how the nominee has influenced  racially and 
ethnically diverse individuals to pursue and/or to      
succeed in legal careers. 

4.  Describe how the nominee has opened doors, broken 
down barriers or otherwise promoted the full and equal 
participation of racially and ethnically diverse           
individuals in the legal profession. 

5.  Describe the nominee’s work with or efforts on behalf 
of racially and ethnically diverse lawyers from racial or 
ethnic groups other than the nominee’s own. 

6. Describe the nominee’s service or work in community.

SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE—CORPORATE WARD

1.  Describe the nominee’s position within the corporation              
or law firm, including areas of responsibility and     
oversight. 

2.  Describe and specify the nominee’s individual role with 
regard to the corporation’s or law firm’s efforts to     
advance and promote the full and equal participation of 
racially and ethnically diverse lawyers in the broader 
legal profession.  

3.  Describe the impact that the corporation’s or law firm’s 
diversity efforts and accomplishments have had in   
advancing and promoting the full and equal              
participation of racially and ethnically diverse lawyers in 
the broader legal profession. 

4.  Describe any other efforts made by the nominee     
individually to promote diversity in the profession. 

The American Bar Association Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Profession                     
is accepting nominations for the 2010 SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS. 
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