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MacCarthy on Cross-Examination

By Terence F. MacCarthy

CHICAGO, Aug. 31, 2007 — For 40 years Terence MacCarthy has been the head of the Federal
Defender’s Office in Chicago, and is ranked among the nation’s top continuing legal education instructors
on cross-examination technique. Now, Terence MacCarthy has literally written the book on cross-
examination, one that show lawyers how they can effectively cross-examine, even when the witness is
not cooperating. .

In MacCarthy on Cross-Examination, published by the American Bar Association, MacCarthy shows
lawyers how they can tell a story in cross- examination—one of the most persuasive techniques known—
even when they are required to ask questions and elicit answers from a hostile witness. This book
instructs lawyers in ways that they can learn to manage and effectively minimize the witness’s
involvement, without appearing controlling, extracting and insulting. Readers will also discover how to
use effective short statements and make the witness affirm everything they say.

Filled with illustrative cross-examinations from actual cases that help illustrate MacCarthy’s winning
methods, the book supports its three fundamental themes—that looking good, telling a story, and using
short statements are techniques any lawyer can master to take control of their cross-examinations and
achieve the results they desire.

Terence F. MacCarthy graduated at the top of his class from St. Joseph’s College in 1955, and after
serving as a lieutenant in the Marines, he attended DePaul University School of Law, graduating again in
the top 10 percent of his class in 1960. Since 1966, he has been the executive director of the Federal
Defender Program in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.

With more than 413,000 members, the American Bar Association is the largest voluntary professional
membership organization in the world. As the national voice of the legal profession, the ABA works to
improve the administration of justice, promotes programs that assist lawyers and judges in their work,
accredits law schools, provides continuing legal education, and works to build public understanding
around the world of the importance of the rule of law in a democratic society.
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Editor’s note: Review copies are available by sending an e-mail to Neal Cox at coxn@staff.abanet.org.
If you publish a review of this book, please send tearsheets or a copy for our files to Neal Cox, c/o ABA
Publishing, 321 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60610.
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