











Tennessee Bar “4All” Campaign. in July of 2007, the Tennessee Bar
Association, under the leadership of President Buck Lewis, launched a Justice 4
ALL campaign, following the model of the successful campaign in North Carolina.
The campaign aimed at involving lawyers and legal organizations across the
state in a four-pronged effort to expand access to justice through education,
coliaboration, participation and legislation.

Tennessee Supreme Court Access to Justice Campaign. In December 2008,
the Tennessee Supreme Court launched an Access to Justice campaign, which
included the creation of a new Access to Justice Commission (see above). The
campaign also included a series of public hearings around the state, a law firm
pro bono recognition program, initiation of judicial efforts to promote pro bono,
and support for the Tennessee Bar's “4All’campaign. The final hearing was held
on March 17, 2009. A topic addressed at the hearings was Legal Aid's 50/50
campaign, aimed at raising resources to meet legal need in the state. Under
50/50, private attorneys agree to donate $50 per month and 50 hours per year of
pro bono services.

North Carolina Bar Association Initiatives Challenging Injustice, Promoting
Access. Upon taking office in 2008, North Carolina Bar Assaciation President
Charles L. Becton called upon each division, section, and committee of the
organization to identify and respond to issues of injustice in the upcoming year,
focusing on equal access to justice and law-related education. In addition, the
NCBA continued a second year of its "4All" campaign.

- District of Columbia Legal Needs Report. On October 7, 2008, the District of
Columbia Access to Justice Commission released Justice for All? An
Examination of the Civil Legal Needs of the District of Columbia’s Low-Income
Community. The report reviews legal needs in nine areas of law (consumer,
education, employment, estate planning, family, public benefits, health/disability,
housing, and immigration) and the legal services network's capacity to meet
those needs. It provides ten recommendations to improve the provision of civil
legal services to the District’s low-income residents.

Texas Economic Impact Report. In February 2009, the Texas Equal Access to
Justice Foundation released an Economic Impact Report, which includes findings
on the impact of legal aid and the potential of increased legal aid funding.

Maine Access to Justice Symposium. Maine's first biennial Access to Justice
Symposium is scheduled for October 2, 2009 at the University of Maine Law
School. Topics include the birth of legal services as part of the war on poverty;
developing a new vision for civil legal aid in the state; racial and cultural diversity
in access to justice; and “upstream intervention” to prevent the development of
more serious legal problems through medical-legal partnerships, housing-refated
initiatives, and initiatives relating to low-wage workers.



Public Awareness and Communications

e Chief Justices and Court Administrators Access to Justice Resolution. At
their joint annual meeting in August 2008, the Conference of Chief Justices and
the Conference of State Court Administrators adopted a resolution supporting
court leadership in ensuring access to civil justice.

+ ABA Survey on Support for Legal Aid. A telephone survey commissioned by
the American Bar Association revealed that two-thirds of the respondents
supported federal funding for non-profit organizations to provide legal assistance-
to Americans in need. The poll, released on Aprit 20, 2003, was based upon the
responses 1,016 U.S. residents over the age of 18,

+ Ohio Legal Aid Day. On November 12, 2008, Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer
joined Governor Ted Strickland, the Ohio State Bar Association, and local bar
associations around the state in celebrating the efforts of those who provide free
legal services for low-income residents. Chief Justice Moyer highlighted efforts of
legal aid societies and the pro bong bar in operating the Save the Dream Pro
Bono Hotline, which provides assistance to homeowners facing foreclosure.

« lowa State of the Judiciary on Access to Justice. Chief Justice Marsha
Temus focused on access to justice for low-income and other vulnerable lowans
in her State of the Judiciary address on January 14, 2009. She spoke on topics
including the need to maintain legal aid funding in the face of increasing demand
for these services, the need to increase pro bono efforts, and ways to serve self-
represented litigants and limited English proficient individuals more effectively.

« Washington State of the Judiciary on Legal Services Funding. Chiet Justice
Gerry Alexander “implored” the Washington state legistature not to cut funding for
civil legal services funding in his State of the Judiciary address on January 16,
2008.

e West Virginia Incoming Chief Justice Remarks on Access to Justice. in late
2009, state Supreme Court Justice Brent Benjamin spoke at a luncheon
sponsored by Legal Aid of West Virginia of his plans to focus on expanding
access to civil justice during his upcoming year as Chief Justice.

e Massachusetts Chief Justice Address to ABA on Crisis in State Courts. On
February 17, 2009, Chief Justice Margaret J. Marshall gave an address at the
ABA Midyear Meeting in Boston on the crisis facing state courts. Justice Marshall
warned that that the impact of staff cutbacks and shortened hours would have a
devastating impact on America’s justice system.

« South Carolina State of the Judiciary on Access to Justice. in her State of
the Judiciary address to the General Assembly on February 25, Chief Justice
Jean Hoefer Toal reported on past and present initiatives of the state's Access fo
Justice Commission, including eight public hearings heid around the state,
judicial training, and a “simple” divorce packet.



Arizona Legal Services Day of Education & Awareness. Arizona Legal
Services gathered members of the legal aid community on March 4, 2009 for
training on legislative advocacy and visits to representatives at the Arizona State
Capitol on the importance of legal aid.

Texas Supreme Court Justice O’Neill on Threat to Legal Aid. in April 2009,
Texas Supreme Court Justice Harriet O'Neill's comments on the state of legal aid
appeared in the Houston Chronicle. She wrote that the “Texas legal aid system is
in danger of being decimated” as a result of declining IOLTA revenues and the
increased demand for legal services in the wake of natural disasters such as

Hurricane lke.

Summer and Fall ABA Judges’ Journal on Access t6 Justice. The Summer
and Fall 2008 issues of The Judges Journal, the publication of the ABA Judicial
Division, are devoted to Access to Justice. The Summer issue includes an article
by former Montana Chief Justice Karla Gray and Robert Echols, “Mobilizing
Judges, Lawyers, and Communities: State Access to Justice Commissions,” and
remarks by New Hampshire Chief Justice John Broderick, Jr. given at the 2008
National Meeting of State Access to Justice Chairs (both available at

www. ATJsupport.org). The Fall issue includes an article on creating a culture of
support for fegal aid by Deborah Hankinson, former Texas Supreme Court
Justice and Chair of the ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent
Defendants; a case study of the District of Columbia Access to Justice
Commission by Chair Peter Edelman; and a report on efforts to heip self-
represented litigants in Wisconsin by Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson. Some
articles are available to the public on line; the full issues may be downlocaded by
Judicial Division members.

Minnesota State Bar Association Resolution in Support of Legal Aid. The
Minnesota State Bar Association has adopted a resolution affirming its support
for pro bono and public interest work. The resolution comes in response to a joint
report by the U.S. Department of Justice Office of Inspector General and Office
of Professional Responsibility finding that many lawyers were likely rejected for
prestigious DOJ appointments due to affiliations with various public interest
organizations or activities deemed politically suspect, including Minnesota legal
aid and public defender programs. The Bar opposes attempts to define public
service as ideological, and states its opposition to employment practices by
government agencies that may discourage this work.

New Montana State Bar Equal Justice Award. The Montana State Bar has
created a new award to be given annually to a judge for efforts to expand access
to justice. The award is named in honor of recently retired Chief Justice Karla
Gray, who was its first recipient. This is the Montana State Bar's first award for

judicial efforts.

Special Issue of Washington State Bar News. The May 2008 issue of the
Washington State Bar News was devoted to Access to Justice. Articles included
an introduction by Chief Justice Gerry Alexander, "Access to Justice 101" by
State Bar Association President Stan Bastian, and features on resource
development, the state plan for civil legal aid, and pro bono.



Special issue of Wyoming Lawyer. The February 2009 issue of Wyoming
Lawyer, the publication of the Wyoming Bar, was devoted to Access to Justice.

Arkansas ATJ Web Site for Legislators and Public. The Arkansas Access to
Justice Commission has launched a new web site, EqualJusticeWatch.org,
aimed at providing citizens and legislators with information and resources to
support equal access to justice in civil cases throughout Arkansas.

Consumer Federation of America Support for Legal Aid, Seif-Help Centers,
JOLTA Comparability. Among the 2008 Policy Resolutions of the Consumer
Federation of America are support for increased funding for civil legal assistance,
court self-help centers, and IOLTA revenue enhancement, including

comparability.

Civil Right to Counsel

Boston Bar Civil Gideon Report and Pilot Projects. in September 2008, the
Boston Bar Association’s Task Force on Expanding the Civil Right o Counsel
released Gideon'’s New Trumpet: Expanding the Civil Right fo Counsel in
Massachusetts. This report describes the process for such an expansion:
identifying basic needs, crafting pilot projects, and moving the projects to reality.
It proposes nine pilot projects in the areas of housing, family, immigration, and
juvenile law. In response to the repart, the Boston Foundation announced that it
will provide the Boston Bar Association a grant to support a pilot project to
provide free counsel fo low-income tenants facing eviction.

Model Right to Counsel Statute. A task force of the California Access to Justice
Commission has drafted the "State Basic Access Act," a mode! statute creating a

- right to counsel in civil cases where high-priority human needs are at stake,

except where less expensive forms of assistance are sufficient to provide fair and
equal access to justice. This new draft implements many of the policy choices
reflected in the ABA Civil Right to Counsel resolution.

Civil Right o Counsel Web site and Newsletter. The Civil Right to Counsel
Leadership and Support Initiative has launched a new web site and newsletter at
www.civilriahttocounsel.org. The new site, which will be updated regularly,
contains news of recent developments; descriptions of advocacy efforts and links
to relevant documents; information about the need for a right to counsel in civil
cases, the justice gap, the coalition, and how to become involved in its work;
links to journal and newspaper articles; and much more.

Justice Earl Johnson Keynote on Civil Gideon. California Justice Earl
Johnson, Jr., (ret.) delivered the keynote address, "Three Phases of Justice for
the Poor: From Charity to Discretion to Right,” at California's Pathways to Justice
Conference in June 2008.



+ New York Senior Citizen Right to Counsel Bill. The New York County Lawyers
Association has published a letter urging the New York City Counsel to pass a
pending bill which would provide a right to counsel in eviction and foreclosure
proceedings for low-income seniors. In addition, the letter urges the City Counsel
to pass legisiation establishing a right to counsel for all low-income people facing
eviction or foreclosure.

+ Alaska Supreme Court Case on the Civil Right to Counsel. In a pending
case, the Alaska Supreme Court will consider whether the state constitution
requires the provision of publicly funded counsel for an indigent party to a child
custody dispute where the other party is represented by private counsel. The
American Bar Association, Retired Judges of Alaska, and organizations providing
free legal services have filed amicus briefs in support of the indigent mother’s
right to counsel.

« New York State Bar Association Resolution on Civil Right to Counsel. The
New York State Bar Association has adopted a resolution affirming its
commitment to provide free or low-cost civil legal services to the poor and its
commitment to the civil right to counsel in cases involving basic human needs.
The NYSBA also adopted a report on the civil right to counsel and urged the
state iegislature to enact laws to protect low-income seniors and people with
disabilities facing eviction or foreclosure, and to extend the existing civil right to
counsel to unemployment insurance claimants.

IOLTA (Interest on Lawver Trust Accounts) Revenue Enhancement

» * Unlimited FDIC Insurance for IOLTA Accounts at Participating Banks. In
response to commenis from state bar leaders, the American Bar Association, the
National Association of IOLTA programs, members of Cangress, and others,
unlimited insurance (which applied only to non-interest bearing accounts under
an interim rule) has been extended to IOLTA accounts at participating financial
institutions under the Temporary Liquidity Guarantee Program, heading off a
potential disaster for [OLTA-funded programs.

¢ IOLTA Comparabilty Rules. Since May 2008, the ABA Commission on IOLTA

has identified four states (Hawaii, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia)
that have adopted IOLTA interest rate and dividend comparability rules. _
Including these states, 24 states have now adopted interest rate comparability.
Comparability rules require that lawyers place their IOLTA accounts in a financial
institution that pays those accounts the highest interest rate or dividend generally
available at that institution to other customers when [OLTA accounts meet the
same minimum balance or other qualifications. This strategy has proven to

- be highly successful in increasing IOLTA income. Several additional states are
actively considering comparability rules. Other states are opting to negotiate
favorable rates with banks.

« Mandatory IOLTA. In addition, two states (New Mexico and Rhode Island) have
moved to mandatory IOLTA. As of May 1, 2009, there are 39 states/jurisdictions
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with mandatory IOLTA participation, 11 with opt-out programs, and two with
voluntary programs.

Action Residuals

Massachusetts Class Action Residuals for Access to Justice. The
Massachuseits Supreme Judicial Court has adopted a new rule requiring that
funds remaining after the payment of ali class member claims be disbursed to
non-profit organizations benefiting class members or similarly situated individuals
consistent with objectives and purposes of the underlying causes of action, or to
the Massachusetts IOLTA Committee {o support access to the justice system for
low-income residents.

‘Tennessee Rule Permitting Disfribution of Class Action Residuals to

Statutorily Created Fund. The Tennessee Supreme Court has adopted a rule
making it clear that class action residuals can be disbursed to the Tennessee
Voluntary Fund for Indigent Civil Representation, previously created by statute..
Once the corpus of the Fund reaches $1 million, the interest will be distributed to

civil legal aid programs.

Gifts Benefiting Legal Aid

North Carolina Bar Association Foundation Gift to Legal Aid. On February
16, 2008, the North Carolina Bar Association Foundation voted to make a.
$100,000 one-time gift to Legal Aid of North Carolina to aid in funding short falis
and increasing demand for services. NCBA President Charles Becton cited the
importance of support from the profession for jegal services to the poor, urging
North Carolina law firms and lawyers to step up pro bono efforts.

Fees Benefiting Legal Aid

Arizona Pro Hac Vice Rule. The Arizona Supreme Court has amended its rule
allowing out-of-state lawyers o practice on a limited basis, increasing the pro hac
vice fee by 15 percent. The additional revenue will be distributed by the Arizona
Foundation for Legal Services and Education to fund organizations providing civil
legal services.

Pennsylvania Attorney Assessment for Legal Aid. The Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania has issued an order increasing the annual attorney fee assessment
by $25, with proceeds directed to the state’s IOLTA Board.

Proposed Washington Bar Assessment for Legal Services. In April 2009,
Washington State Bar Association President Mark Johnson proposed a $70
temporary annual mandatory assessment on {awyers fo fill the funding gap
created by a severe decline in FOLTA revenues and state funding. The
Washington Access to Justice Board has supported the proposai which is
currently pending.



New or Increased State Legislative Funding for Civil Legal Assistance

Final Report on the 2008 Session: The 2008 state legisiative sessions proved to be a
mixed bag for civil legal aid programs. On the positive side, Alabama obtained a state
legislative appropriation for the first time, and Alaska reinstated an appropriation after
several years without one. This left only three states without any state legislative funding
for legal aid. In other good news, legal services advocates in several states were able to
obtain solid increases. However, in some states the economic downtum began to have
an impact, leading to a reduction in funding. While the net doliar change this year was
positive, the gain was driven primarily by one very large increase to offset IOLTA losses,
(See list below for details.) Total state legislative funding is now $216,000,000.

The 2008 legislative changes are as follows:

Alabama ~ New appropriation of $200,000.

Alaska — New appropriation of $200,000.

Colorado — Appropriation increased from $500,000 to $750,000.

District of Columbia — Appropriation increased from $3,200,000 to $3,600,000
Fiorida — Appropriation reduced from $2,600,000 to $.1,000,000.

Hawaii — Appropriation reduced from $1,832,000 to $1,493,000.

Kentucky — Appropriation reduced from $1,500,000 to $500,000.
Massachusetts — Appropriation increased from $9,664,000 to $11,064,000.
Minnesota — Appropriation decreased from $13,300,000 to 13,180,000..

New Jersey - Appropriation increased from $16,385,000 to $20,385,000,
additional increase to $29,685,000 to help compensate for IOLTA reductions.
New Mexico — Appropriation increased from $2,554,000 to $2,704,000.

New York — Appropriation reduced from $12,600,000 to $3,987,000.

North Carolina — Appropriation increased from $1,000,000 to $1,502,000.
Pennsylvania — Appropriation increased from $2,646,000 to $3,172,000.
Virginia — Filing fee surcharge was increased from $4 to $9, which is expected to
increase the total annual revenue from $3,400,000 to $7,600,000.

» West Virginia - Appropriation increased from $150,000 to $400,
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Early Report on 2009: With the current economic crisis and most state legislatures
confronting the need to cut budgets so as not to run deficits, iegal services advocates
in virtually all states with appropriations are fighting to maintain funding at current
levels, and many expect to sustain some level of reduction. Legal services in states
that utitize court fees and fines to fund legal services are not facing similar cuts.

There have been two bright spots. The South Dakota legistature approved a $50 filing
fee on requests for modification of final orders in domestic cases. The estimated
revenue of $100,000 to $200,000 will go to legal services. This is the first state
funding for legai services in South Dakota and means there are currently only two
states without any state funding. The Arkansas legisiature approved a circuit court
filing fee increase of $10 for legal services. The Arkansas Access to Justice
Commission was instrumental in the passage of this legislation.
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Support for Self-Represented Litigants

South Carolina Self-Represented Initiatives. The South Carolina Access fo
Justice Commission has formed a Clerk of Court work group to assist clerks in
resolving ethical questions and improving access for self-represented litigants.
The work group has developed a sign for posting in clerk's offices detailing what
clerks can and cannot do to assist litigants. It has also prepared a survey on
ethical issues for clerk’s offices across the state, and is developing a manual on
warking with self-represented litigants. The Commission has recently completed
a standardized divorce form packet for self-represented litigants, and pians to
produce several additional standardized form packets.

New Mexico Self-Represented Initiatives. On January 22, 2008, as
recommended by the New Mexico Access to Justice Commission, the New
Mexico Supreme Court adopted a rule defining the role of court staff that work
with self represented litiganis, and iater approved a companion notice to the
public which is to be posted in all state courts. The Commission has developed a
rule and guidelines ("best practices”) for self-help programs in courts statewide.
A staff attorney at the Administrative Office of the Courts assigned to the Access
to Justice Program continues to work with the Judicial Education Center to
improve ongoing standardized training for court staff on what types of information
they are obligated to provide the public under the new rule. The training will be
available for paralegal program students and library staff who are expected to
provide the public with legal information. The Commission is also developing
standardized plain language family law forms. When approved, English/Spanish
forms should be available through the internet, as well as through courts and
legal service providers.

Maine Self-Represented Litigants Task Force Report and Implementation,
On March 13, 2009, the Maine Self-Represented Litigants Task Farce released
its final report. The Task Force was created upon recommendation of the long-
term planning process launched by the Justice Action Group. Following up on
principles stated in the report, JAG Chair Justice Jon Levy and Chief Justice
Leigh Saufley convened a brainstorming meeting involving the technelogy
coordinators of the court system and Pine Tree Legal Assistance, the state law
librarian, and other representatives of the courts, libraries, and legal aid and pro
bono programs, with the goal of developing a virtual courthouse-based
assistance project.

Self-Help in New York Courts. The New York State Court’s Access to Justice
Program has developed new DIY forms for self-represented litigants available at
hitp://nycourthelp.gov/. The program has also created an attorney-assisted self-
help initiative for state residents engaged in foreclosure, personal debt, landlord-
tenant, and other lawsuits. Lawyers in the new Volunteer Attorney Program will
be provided training to assist self-represented litigants with petitions and other
court paperwork, to advise them about what might happen in court and to help
them interpret orders from courts.
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California Judicial Task Force on Family Law. The California Judicial Council
has created a Task Force on Family Law, chaired by Appeals Court Justice
Laurie Zelon, charged with creating new family law rules. Chief Justice Ron
George, noting that the vast majority of family law cases involve self-represented
litigants, said that the task force was created to develop rules that are easy to
understand and comply with, and that preserve and increase access {o justice
while allowing cases to be handled as quickly and fairly as possible.

California Guidelines for Self-Heip Centers, The California Administrative
Office of Courts has promulgated Guidelines for the Operation of Self-help
Centers in California Trial Courts, applicable to all court-based self-help centers,
whether operated by the courts or another entity. The guidelines implement a
new rule that specifies that support for self-represented litigants as a core
function of the courts.

New York Seminars on Pro Se and Plain Language. Court personnel across
New York participated in plain language training sponsored by the Deputy Chief

Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives in mid-2008. The goal was to equip

key personnel to evaluate, adapt and create documents and other resources to
improve readabiiity and access. Also, the New York Unified Court System is
sponsoring judicial fraining on evolving jurisprudence and techniques for cases
involving self-represented litigants

Maine Rule on Announcing the Availability of Free Legal Services in Court.
On February 11, 2009, the Maine Supreme Court adopted an amendment to the
rule on salicitation, allowing lawyers to announce the availability of free
representation to seif-represented litigants through specified legal assistance
programs.

Pro Bono Development and Support

L

New Mexico Mandatory Pro Bono Reporting. The New Mexico Supreme Court
has adopted a new pro bono rule, which includes a mandatory reporting
requirement. The rule also sets an aspirational goai for pro bono service or
alternatively, a financial contribution to a legal aid program, and includes a table
for determining the appropriate minimum financial contribution when the
aspirational goal is not met.

Ohio Local Pro Bono Committees. The Ohio State Bar Assaciation has formed
a task force to establish a statewide network of locally based pro bono
committees, one in each judicial appellate district.

Colorado Supreme Court Pro Bono Honors. The Colorado Supreme Court
has recognized the law firms, solo practitioners, and in-house counsel who
achieved the goal of providing 50 hours of pro bono service per lawyer set by the
Supreme Court's Pro Bono Commitment Program. The program was established
by the Supreme Court and the Colorado Access to Justice Commission. This
year the number of firms and attorneys meeting the goal doubled over last year.
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Idaho Pro Bono Commission. By joint resolution, the idaho Supreme Court,
U.S. District Court for the District of idaho, and the ldaho State Bar have created
the Idaho Pro Bono Commission to work with the judiciary, private firms, and
government lawyers to expand legat help for low-income people. Members of the
Commission include tdaho Supreme Court Justice Jim Jones, federal

magistrate Candy Dale, Chief Deputy Attorney General Brian Kane, Thomas
Saldin, general counsel of idaho Power, and senior/managing partners of several
of [daho’s most prominent local and regional law firms, as well as representatives
from legal aid programs, the state bench, and the Idaho State Bar.

Maine Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service. In March 2009,
the Maine State Bar Association, in partnership with Justice Action Group,
launched a new Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service. The
Committee is charged with developing and coordinating donations of pro bono
time and legal expertise and will publish a column in the MSBA Journal on
noteworthy pro boneo efforts.

California Pro Bono Summit. A strategic planning event on pro bono was co-
sponsored on November 6 by the State Bar's Standing Committee on the
Delivery of Legal Services and the Public Interest Clearinghouse. Over sixty law
firm pro bono partners and coordinators participated in sessions on family law,
rural delivery, coordination and best practices. Working groups were established
to implement the ideas generated at the Summit.

Louisiana State Bar Association ATJ Pro Bono Summit. Louisiana State Bar
Association President Beth Foote hosted the LSBA Access to Justice Pro Bono
Summit on January 9, 2009. The one-day agenda, aimed at increasing pro bono
activity in the state, was facilitated by staff from the ABA Center on Pro Bono.

North Carolina 4ALL Statewide Service Day. The North Carolina Bar
Association and the North Carolina Bar Association Foundation hosted their
second annual 4ALL Statewide Service Day on March 6, 2009. The ask-a-lawyer
event was held at five call centers around the state.

Nevada Emeritus Rule. In June 2008, the Supreme Court of Nevada adopted a
new rule permitting inactive attorneys to practice law through Emeritus Attorney
~ Pro Bono Programs assisting low-income clients at approved legal services
providers.

New Mexico Limited Practice Rule. New Mexico’s Supreme Court has
adopted a rule allowing emeritus attorneys to represent legal aid clients without
maintaining active status with the state’s bar. The rule also allows out-of-state
attorneys to work in [egal aid programs for two three-year terms without taking
the state bar exam.

North Dakota Pro Bono Rule. In March 2009, the North Dakota Supreme Court
adopted a rule allowing attorneys admitted in any jurisdiction limited authorization
to practice law within the state as an unpaid volunteers with approved legal
services organizations.
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*» Tennessee Pro Bono Amendments. The Tennessee Supreme Court has
adopted three amendments to its rules that will encourage more lawyers to
provide pro bono legal services 1o needy Tennesseans. One provides that
attorney may receive one CLE credit for every five hours of pro bono work;
another encourages attorneys to do 50 hours of pro bono work annually; and the
last allows for limited-scope representation in which the attorney providing
services need not become the attorney of record.

« National Pro Bono Celebration. A national week-iong celebration of pro bono is
scheduled for Octaber 25-31, 2009, Advisory Committee members for the event
include state Bar Presidents, state Chief Justices, past and present ABA leaders,
faw school Deans, law firms, and the ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and
Public Service. Thirty law firms, bar associations and pro bono programs across
the country have signed up to host events thus far.

+ ABA Medical-Legal Pro Bono Partnerships Project. The ABA Standing:
Caommittee on Pro Bono and Public Service, the ABA Health Law Section, the
AIDS Coordinating Committee, and the ABA Center on Children and the Law
have jointly launched a national medical-legal partnership pro bono support
initiative. Kelly Scott joined the ABA Center for Pro Bono as staif attorney for the
project on December 1, 2008.

Legal Aid Recruitment and Retention

s Report on Legal Aid Salaries. According the 2008 Public Sector and Public
Interest Attorney Salary Report issued by the National Association for Law
Placement (NALP), civil legal aid jawyers are still the lowest paid in the
profession. The median entry-level salary for a legal services attorney is $40,000;
at 11-15 years of experience, the median is $60,000. The 2008 Associate Salary
Survey, a companion report by NALP, shows that the median salary for a fifth-
year associate ranges from $99,000 to $183,000 depending on firm size.

s Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program. Beginning in June
2008, all eligible legal aid attorneys in Texas who applied to the Texas Student
Loan Repayment Assistance Program are receiving student loan assistance,
thanks to the State Bar of Texas and the Texas Access to Justice Foundation.
The Foundation has taken over administration of the program, which was created
by the Texas Access to Justice Commission in 2003, and is supplementing the
funding contributed by the State Bar to make it possible for all eligible applicants
to receive assistance.

Foreclosure Defense Projects

Courts, bar associations, legal aid providers, and other stakeholders in states around the
country have been working together to respond to the crisis in foreclosure of subprime
loans and assist homeowners in finding ways to remain in their homes. '
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Examples of volunteer counseling and representation programs include:

Florida. The Florida Bar, with funding from the Florida Bar Foundation, has
created Florida Attorneys Saving Homes. The primary objective of the program is
mortgage renegotiation. Florida Legal Services, a pariner in the program,
operates a hotline and screens cases. The program draws heavily on volunteers
from the Bar's Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section, Business Law

~ Section and Young Lawyers Division.

California. The California State Bar has mobilized efforts to establish a central
repository for public resources and pro bono opportunities for foreclosure
assistance. With assistance from the California Bar Foundation and State Bar
staff, the Public Interest Clearinghouse has developed a foreclosure resource
web site for attorneys and the public.

Alabama. In response to the mortgage foreclosure crisis, the Alabama State Bar
and Legal Services Alabama have launched the Alabama Foreclosure
Campaign. Homeowners facing foreciosure may cali a statewide hotline to
speak with an attorney advisor about the foreclosure process and to receive legal
assistance including advice and representation in negotiation and litigation,
where necessary. '

New York City. The New York City Bar Justice Center has partnered with the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York to form the Lawyers’ Foreclosure
Intervention Network (LFIN). The program’s primary goal is to help distressed
homeowners modify their mortgage loans to continue to service the debt and
stay in their homes. When LFIN organizers found that few large law firm
associates were able to volunteer due to conflicts, they worked with the City
Bar's Committee on Professional and Judiciat Ethics on the issue. As a result,
some large financial institutions have granted limited conflict waivers to enable
large law firm volunteers to assist in the effort.

North Carolina. The North Carolina Bar Association Foundation and the Bar's
Real Property Section have parinered to help train volunteers under the North
Carolina Foreclosure Prevention Project, created by emergency legislation.
Lawyers, law students and paralegals have been recruited to provide “Red Flag
Review” of subprime loans before foreclosure to determine if there has been any
violation of lending or consumer protection taws. Volunteers are encouraged to
consider keeping the cases and working with the homeowner toward a final
resolution.

OChio. Ohio's Save the Dream program, supported by the Ohio Supreme Court,
Ohio State Bar Association, and numerous states agencies and legal aid
programs, provides information and resources to homeowners experiencing or
expecting to experience foreclosure. It also provides Ohio courts with a model
mediation program to encourage the settlement of cases through negotiation
rather than the filing a foreclosure case. Volunteer lawyers can provide full case
representation or {imited representation. State Bar Association President Robert
F. Ware joined Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer and Ohio
Attorney General Marc Dann in asking each member of the Bar to consider
volunteering to assist distressed homeowners.
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Maryland. The Maryland State Bar Association and several partners have
formed the Foreclosure Prevention Pro Bono Project. The Project has made
foreclosure prevention and homeowner loss mitigation its primary goals. Lawyers
may volunteer to provide direct representation, brief advice and counsel, or
representation to a non-profit housing counseling agency. Court of Appeals Chief
Judge Robert M. Bell sent a written call for volunteers to each member of the
Maryland State Bar Association.

Washington. The Washington State Bar Association has launched its Home
Foreclosure Legal Aid Project. The WSBA will provide statewide development,
training and coordination of attorneys who have agreed to provide pro bono
representation to homeowners with legal problems related to foreclosure.

Examples of court-based mediation programs include:

Philade!phia. The Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County instituted a
residential mortgage foreclosure diversion pilot program in 2008. The Diversion
Program creates an opportunity for a distressed homeowner to work with the
plaintiff in a mandatory, court-supervised conciliation conference. The plaintiff is
required to explain in writing to a homeowner his or her rights under the
Diversion Program. in addition, plaintiffs must identify owner-occupied cases to

the court.

Ohio. Following the recommendations of the Ohio Foreclosure Prevention Task
force, Ohio courts and other foreclosure stakeholders developed a model
foreclosure mediation program that encourages courts and stakeholders to
consider mediation as an effective way of resolving foreciosure actions. The
Mediation Program provides background and materials covering relevant rules
and statutes, as weli as mediation procedures. Model forms and format training

are also available under the program.

New York. in mid-2008, the New York State Unified Court System established a
statewide Foreclosure Conference Program to help settle residential foreclosure
cases. The program required plaintiffs to provide homeowners with notice of their
right to a court conference and to explore out-of-court settlements or other
arrangements that might enable them to keep their homes. Before the State
Unified Court System finalized a pilot version of the Conference Program, the
New York State Assembly amended existing real property laws and enacted new
civil procedure laws that have the same effect. These measures were signed into

law by New York State Governor David Paterson and took effect in September.

Maine. On March 31, the Maine Supreme Court created the Judicial Branch
Commission on Foreclosure Diversion to provide parties to foreclosure
proceedings relevant information and an effective alternative dispute resolution

" process. The Commission is made up of representatives of the executive,

legislative, and judicial branches of Maine state government, as weil as
representatives of interested stakeholder organizations, individual attorneys, and

others.
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