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* SUPREME COURT OF LOUISIANA

ORDER

SUPPLEMENTAL EMERGENCY PRO BONO
CIVIL LEGAL ASSISTANCE RULE

Acting in accordance with Article V, 5§51 gnd 5 of the Louisiana
Constitution, ad the inherent power of this Court, and considering the request of
the Louisiana State Bar Association to prdmulgate a supplemental emergency pro
bono civil legal assistan;:e rule to permit bon-admitted lawyers to render temporary
pro bono general civil legal services to victims of Hurgicase Kattina and Hurricane
Rita,. N

* IT I HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THAT:
The following supplémental emergency rule shail govern the ability of non-
_admitted fawyers to provide pro bono civil legal assistance in Louisiana.
a) Lawyers affeced: A Jawyer not admitted to practice law in
.Loui'siana butlwho is admitte;l in another United States jurisdiction,
and ,wh; ls neither disbatred nor suspended from the practice of law
jn any jurisdiction, may provide temporary emergency pro bono legal
assistance within Louisiana upon approval .of an. appljcatioﬁ for a
Jimited certification of pro bono practicé. Such certification shall
allow the provision of texaporary pro bono legal assistance, as set forth
. in this Rule, by that lawyer within the State of Louisiana and will be
effective for a period c;)nlmcncing with the issuaﬁce of a letter of

certification and ending one year from the effective date of this order.
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b)  Legal services limitations: The legal services t¢ be provided
pursuant to this rule: - '

1)  must be with respect to civil, and not cximinal, issues

arising out of or relating to rights, remedies, claims, defenses,
injury or damages resulting from or reasonably related to

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and their aftermath, or evacuations

L

pursvant to official warnings regarding Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, and may only be rendered through the following six legal
service providers and lawyér-;silpewised pro bono agencies
within Louisiana;
*  Southeast Louisiana Legal Services Corporation
*  Acadiana Legai Services Corporation
o  Capital Area Legal Services Corporation
. Legal Services of Nerth Louisiana, Inc.
'. Southwest Louisiana Legal Services Society, Inc.
s The Pro Bono Pioject
2)  may consist of representation within Louisiana courts and
in administrative proceedings by enrolling as counsel of record
on behalf of aﬁy person with such cim'm, but only if the
Louisiana licentsed supervising atiorney affiliated with the
- identified legal _s;ervice providers and/or pro bono projécts
cosigns the pleadings as counsel of record. Any Louisiana
licensed lawyer who is of record in the proceeding shall provide

oversight and supervision to the certified out of state pro bono
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practitioner, both of whom remain résponsible to the client and

“for the conduct of the proceedings before the court or dgeticy.

It is the duty' of the Louisiana licensed lawyer exercising
supervisory oversight to advise the client of his/her independent
judgment if the Louisiana licensed lawyer’s judgment differs
from that of the certified out of state pro bono practitioner.

3)  shall consist éxclusively of the representation of clients
who meet the financial eligibility and case type restrictions
promulgated by the federal Lepal Sexvices Corporation.

4l) sixall be provided by the certified out of state pro borio
pracﬁﬁor[e_r without chafge. with no fee or expense éf any kind
payable or reimbursable by the client. |

Application: Each afforney providing services under the

authority of this order shall fifst present to the Office of Disciplinary

Cougsel an application for a limited certification of pro Tno practice

containing thelfollowing information:

1) The attbmey’s fudl name, firm hame, residential address,

principal business address, email address, telephone number, fax

pumber, jurisdiction or jurisdictions within which the attoiney
has been admitted, and the bar identification mumber for each

such jurisciiction;
2)  An affirmation executed by the attorney that he or she is

~ duly licensed and in géod standing and authorized to practice

law in each of the identified jurisdictions and that the attorney’s
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license is not the subject of any susperision, disbarment, o1 other

restriction in any jurisdiction;

3) . An affirmation executed by the attorney that he/she is

performing all services under the authorization of this order and
that the certified out of state pro boro practitioner will be acting
strictly in the capacity as a volunteer; .
4)  Anaffirmation that all services to be performed will be at
no charge, fee or expense o the client;
5)  An affirmation execited by the at'tomey that he/she has
| read, will abide bj.f, an_d is subject to the Louisiana Rules of
Professional Conduct; including the nﬂeﬁ prohibiting solicitation
of cases or clients, will faithfully perform the duties of an
attorney and will not place his or her personal interests ahead of '
the interests of the client:
6 An aiﬁrmauon that the attormey has read and will
familiarize himself/herself with the emergency/disaster training
manual for volunteer lawycxl's prepared by ﬂxe Louisiana State
Bar Association (available at http://www.lsha.orz)
7)  An affirmarion executed by the attomey fhat he/she
éoﬁsenrs 1o the lawyer disciplinary jurisdiction of the State of
Louisiang;
8 | An affirmation executed by the attorney that he/she will
not undemke.‘ as a certified out of state pro bono practitioner,

to represent any persori other thaa a client assigoed to the
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lawyer by one of the six legal service providers and/or pro bono
agencies identified herein, and the certified out of state pro bono

practitioner shall not hold himself or herself out in this state to

be authorized to provide legal sexvices to any person other than

through these identified programs;
9 A certificate of good stan&ing together with a disciplinary
certificate from each state of licensure wherein the attor-ney is
presenﬂj licensed to practice law;
 An app]jca.tioﬁ form to be used in applying for a limited license
is appended o this order. |
d)  Unaythorized praetice rules : The rendition of legal or other
services under this rule shall not be deemed the unauthorized practice
of law by the certified out of state pro boro practitioner, as prohibited
by Rule 5.5 of the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct, Louisiana

Supreme Court Rule XVII, and other relevant Louisiana rules of court.

¢) - Issuance of Limited Certification of Pro Bono Practice: Upon

receipt, review and approval of an application for a limited

certification of pro bono practice, the Office of Disciplinary Counsel’

. shall notify the Clerk of the Supreme Court; and a letter certifying that

ann ‘1

the out-of-state lawyer has met the requirements to pfactice in

Louisiana courts as a certified out-of-state pro bono practitioner may

be issued.

D Duration of Limited Certification of Pro Boro Practice: A

limited certification of pro bono practice issued pursuant to this order
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. shall expire no later than the final effective date of this order unless

ex'tmd&d or amended throngh funue orders of this court, or in the

event of a disciplinary order issued pursuant to Supreme Court Rule

XIX.
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This supplemental emetgency pro bono civil legal assistance fule shall

become effective upon signing and shall remaisi in full force and effect for a perlod

of one year from the date of signing ualess amended or extended through future

- Qrders of this Court.

New Otleans, Louisiana, this 2 f?day of 9&*«-} 2006.

For the Court:

 (Qllss

Pascal 7. Calogero, Jr., Chief Justice

400 ¢ o oB92-DlE-30E oK X¥i 240 NIWQY TIDIQNe N4 9€:20 1¥4/00/0YE/9000
- | e m ........-...-.—. wew LA mA TN T /AT S ANNT

TOTAL P.@7



