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Paralegals & Pro Bono
(continued from page 3)

neys and paralegals experienced in

a particular area of law, which

yields tremendous benefits in daily

work.

Additionally, pro bono work by

paralegals raises the firm'’s stature
within the legal community. Pro

bono participation offers an oppor-

tunity to network outside of the
firm with other paralegals, attor-

neys, and even judges. The parale-

gal’s volunteer work and contacts
developed through pro bono raise
the visibility of the firm within the
community.

Finally, pro bono work pro-
vides a way for paralegals to give
back to the community, both as a
representative of the law firm and
as an individual. Volunteering of-
fers the chance to contribute to a
specific population or cause - the
elderly, children, and survivors
of domestic violence - that is
meaningful to the paralegal. En-

gaging in such volunteer activity
can lead to increased career and
personal satisfaction.
Opportunities and Resources
Law firms and paralegals can lo-
cate pro bono opportunities by
contacting the local bar association,
the state bar association, or legal
services providers in their commu-
nity. Bar associations and legal
services providers may be able to
assist law firms in developing pro-
jects, such as clinics, in which all
firm employees can participate.
Alternatively, legal services
providers may refer pro bono cases
to the law firm to distribute among
its attorneys and paralegals. Local
and statewide paralegal associa-
tions may also be able to provide
information about local volunteer
opportunities for paralegals. To
find organizations providing pro
bono volunteer opportunities, visit
the ABA Center for Pro Bono's
online directory at:
www.abaprobono.org/ directory.

html. ®

Cheryl Zalenski is Assistant Staff
Counsel at the ABA Center for Pro
Bono. For more information about
involving paralegals in pro bono, con-
tact Cheryl at (312) 988-5770, or by e-
mail at zalenskc@staff.abanet.org.
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pdate wants to hear from
you! If you've started a
new program, have an
interesting approach to a paralegal
,/ Program requirement, or
know someone whose
work would inspire
other educators or parale-
gals, let us know. Contact
Peggy Wallace, at the ABA’s
Standing Committee on Paralegals
at: wallaceP@staff.abanet.org, or
Paula Tsurutani, editor of Update,
at: tsurutanip@msn.com to suggest
article topics or profiles. @
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Visit us at our new
Web site address:

http://www.abaparalegals.org
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