
 
Rules and Regulations of the State Bar of California Pertaining to Lawyer Referral 
Services 
 
 
Rule 17.  Fees Charged by a Lawyer Referral Service  
 
   17.1 A Lawyer Referral Service may require that: 
 
   (a) Each panel member pay to the Lawyer Referral Service a registration fee, "referral" 
or "percentage" fee (computed on a percentage basis or otherwise), or other like 
participating fee, or any two or more of such fees, as a condition of panel memberships, 
provided that such membership fees are reasonable and do not discourage widespread 
attorney membership; 
 
   (b) Each panel member pay the Lawyer Referral Service a referral, initial consultation 
or similar fee, or any two or more of such fees, as a condition of referral; provided, 
however, that no Lawyer Referral Service may require any fee that is, or any combination 
of fees that are, either in conflict with statutory or other legal provisions for the award of 
attorney fees or unreasonable, whether those fees be required of applicants, panel 
members or both. A Lawyer Referral Service is prohibited from charging a combination 
of fees which increases the client's cost for legal services beyond that which he or she 
would normally pay, or decreases the quantity or quality of services which he or she 
would otherwise receive, absent involvement of the Lawyer Referral Service. 
 
   17.2 The income generated by a non-profit Lawyer Referral Service shall be used only 
to pay reasonable operating expenses of the Service and/or to fund programmatic public 
service activities of the Service or its sponsoring entity, including the delivery of pro 
bono legal services.   



 


