Indigent Defense Systems of the 50 States
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! North Dakota provides indigent defense services through private attorneys who enter into contracts with

the judiciary. Although the North Dakota Legal Counsel for Indigents Commission was created in 1981, it

islargely an advisory body and lacks real authority. Following the work of an indigent defense task force
of the State Bar Association, the North Dakota L egislature will be considering legidation in its 2005
session to create a new statewide authoritative commission tasked with improving the indigent defense
system and considering the creation of regional public defender offices.
2 The Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy was created in 1972, while the Public Advocacy

Commission was created in 1982 (see KRS 31.010 and 31.015).

3 The New Hampshire Public Defender is a private, nonprofit corporation that was created in 1972 and is
under the general supervision of the New Hampshire Judicial Council (see N.H. RSA 604-B:5). In
addition, an all-volunteer Board of Directors oversees the program’ s operations.

* Mississippi created a commission in 1998, but the legislation was later repealed.
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