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IN THE NEWS:

ABA ASIA INITIATIVE HONORED 
The China Legal Society bestowed its highest recognition for 2016 to the ABA Asia
Law Initiative.  "For nearly 20 years the ABA has worked with professional groups
of lawyers and judges in China to create a uniform legal system that safeguards
individual rights and addresses the contemporary legal issues China faces," said
Roberta Ramo, former ABA president and a founder of the Asia Law Initiative.
"We have worked with local legal and government leaders in their efforts to create
a new Constitution, to develop a professional and independent judiciary, to imple-
ment a code of model rules for lawyers, and to advance legal education," she
said.

FIRST DUAL DEGREE IN LAW AND ECOLOGICAL STUDIES
Recognizing the growing relationship between law and issues of the environment,
the University of Oregon School of Law became the first law school accredited by
the ABA to award a combined Juris Doctorate in Law and Ecological Studies.  The
new four-year program emphasizes the effects and relationship of law to issues of
ecology.  "This is a particularly important educational concept," said Dean Alicia
Morrow," for the lawyer wishing to work on a broad spectrum of issues that affect
the overall future of America’s environment."

SURVEY: CONTINUED DECLINE IN CASE
FILINGS
A recent Fordham University Study shows that the total number of civil
cases filed before New York courts had declined by 15 percent since
2010.  Dean John Engelman believes the growth in mediation and arbi-
tration as well as self-lawyering activities legalized by revisions passed by
the State legislature in 2012 have had significant impact on these findings.
"It is the rule of thumb today to have commercial disputes settled by medi-
ation to save costs and expedite action," Engelman said.  "This produces a
number of issues such as the loss of precedent-setting decision-making.
On the other hand, matters that can be resolved out of court are being so
resolved and lightening the courts’ volume of work."


