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How Judges Think:
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AMERICAN BAR AsSOCIATION 2008 ANNUAL MEETING ® AUGUST 7 - 12 « NEW YORK

Rule of Law, or Rule of Man?

The New York Times runaway best-selling book “How Doctors Think”
by Dr. Jerome Groopman, demonstrates how cognitive errors can distort
physicians’ diagnostic processes, leading to faulty diagnoses. Are
judges’ rulings any different? In this engaging program, the audience
will use hand-held devices to “vote” on various fact patterns, indicating
how they would “judge” each case. Panelists will then explain how the
cognitive phenomena illustrated by the hypotheticals distort judicial de-
cision making, and what can be done to prevent it. The “take-away”?
Even (seemingly) rigorous legal analysis may be tainted by logical falla-
cies and biases, which can be outcome-determinative. And, although
judges aspire to “the rule of law,” cognitive errors affecting judges’ deci-
sions may sometimes result in “the rule of man".

Panelists:

Jerome Groopman, M.D., author of the best selling book "How Doctors
Think," Harvard Medical School professor, and staff writer for "The New
Yorker" magazine, Boston, Massachusetts

Hon. Ann Claire Williams, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit (and
former District Court Judge), Chicago, Illinois

Hon. Alvin W. Thompson, U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut,
Hartford, Connecticut

Hon. Andrew J. Wistrich, leading scholar on "how judges think," U.S. District
Court for the Central District of California, Los Angeles, California

Mark J. Mills, J.D., M.D., nationally-renowned Forensic Psychiatrist, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Program Chair:
Hon. Delissa A. Ridgway, U.S. Court of International Trade, New York, New
York

Book Signing:
Dr. Jerome Groopman will be signing copies of his best-selling book “How

Doctors Think” immediately following the program. Copies of the book will be
available for purchase.

www.abanet.org/jd/ncftj/




