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WIPO LAUNCHES ELECTRONIC FILING OF INTERNATIONAL PATENT APPLICATIONS

Companies and inventors seeking patent protection in multiple countries will, from February 12, 2004, have the possibility to electronically file their international application under the World Intellectual Property Organization’s (WIPO) Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) with WIPO as receiving office.  The full deployment of the PCT-SAFE (“Secure Applications Filed Electronically”) system means that applicants from all of the PCT’s 123 member states may file their international applications with WIPO at a reduced fee of up to 300 Swiss francs. 
Full deployment of PCT-SAFE within the WIPO receiving office means that PCT users can now file their international applications either on-line or using physical media such as 

CD-R. 

Until recently, international patent applications could only be filed on paper.  The PCT, for the third consecutive year in 2003 received over 110,000 international applications.  The volume and increasing complexity of applications, in particular, from the biotechnology sector, has prompted WIPO to implement business solutions that enable the organization to meet the needs of PCT users by continuing to deliver cost-effective and quality services. 

New developments relating to PCT-SAFE are available through the WIPO PCT web site at http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/index.htm, the PCT Newsletter and the WIPO Magazine.  A WIPO publication entitled “What is PCT-SAFE?” (reference number 496) is also available.


For further information, please contact the Media Relations & Public Affairs Section at WIPO:  Tel: + 41 22 338 8161 or 338 95 47; e-mail: publicinf@wipo.int.







