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APPENDIX H:
IS IT A CRIME TO BE HOMELESS?









“ I had four outstanding warrants for sleeping on the beach and open containers of 

alcohol. I was surprised by the court’s willingness to work with me and allow me to 

continue my program without the burden of legal problems. I felt like a tremendous 

weight had been lifted.  It just gave me the confidence to deal with whatever I had to.”
John MacKanin

VVSD alum and HCP participant 
celebrating 10 years sobriety in January 2009

“Homeless Caring Court provides an opportunity for the justice system to remove 

barriers to individual recovery that the system sometimes creates. The homeless court 

process recognizes that each individual, in the circumstances in which she/he finds her-

self/himself, can attain a sense of self worth and recovery that the justice system will 

affirm. At the same time, the “pay it forward” approach still holds individuals acc  ount-

able for their actions, while recognizing that “one size” (to recovery) does not necessarily 

“fit” everyone. We provide not only access, but (in many instances) fairness and justice.”
Hon. Gordon Baranco

Alameda County Superior Court
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