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P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E  

MODERATOR

Ken Abdo, Vice President, Lommen, Abdo, Cole, King &
Stageberg, P.A., Minneapolis, MN

PANELISTS

Ann Chaitovitz, Executive Director, Future of Music Coalition,
Washington, DC

Jay Cooper, Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, Santa Monica, CA
Mark Goldstein, Adjunct Professor of Entertainment Law,

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
David Nimmer, Of Counsel, Irell & Manella, Los Angeles, CA

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm
THEATRE AND PERFORMING ARTS
Sponsored by LexisNexis
The Play’s the Thing: What to Expect
When Your Film or Television Client 
(Writer, Director, or Star) Has Been 
Offered a Broadway Show
This year’s theatre panel will explore the legal, 
artistic and business issues that arise when a film 
or television client is offered the opportunity to 
participate in a Broadway show.
MODERATOR

David Lazar, Chief Executive Officer – New York, Ambassador
Theatre Group, New York, NY

PANELISTS

Elliot H. Brown, Franklin, Weinrib, Rudell and Vassallo, New
York, NY

Jason M. Cooper, Creative Artists Agency, New York, NY

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm
L I T E R A R Y  P U B L I S H I N G
Celebrity Biographies:  Collaborator and
Publishing Considerations
By the time a celebrity biography is 
published, there will have been extensive negotiations
among the celebrity, the collaborator/”ghost writer,”
agents, attorneys, and publishers. This panel will
explore the business and contractual considerations
that frame these relationships.

MODERATOR

Eric S. Brown, Franklin, Weinrib, Rudell & Vassallo, P.C.
PANELISTS

Jon Fine, Vice-President, Business Development, 
Brilliance Audio, Inc. (an Amazon.com Company), 
Grand Haven, MI

Michael I. Rudell, Franklin, Weinrib, Rudell & Vassallo, 
New York, NY

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm
S P O R T S  I I
Sponsored by Manatt Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Beijing Olympic Games Download:
Learnings from the 2008 Olympic Games
and Other Legal and Business Issues in
Global Amateur Sport
This panel will cover the most significant legal issues
arising out of and lessons to be learned from what 
will be the most complex sporting event ever staged.
The panel will also cover other significant issues
across the global amateur sport landscape, including
doping issues, amateurism issues, and the process
governing the October 2009 selection of the host city
for the 2016 Olympic Games, of which Chicago is a
Candidate City.
MODERATOR

Jeffrey B. Gewirtz, Senior Vice President &
General Counsel, NETS basketball/Brooklyn
Sports & Entertainment, New York, NY

PANELISTS

Jeff Benz, Chief Administrative Officer &
General Counsel, AVP Pro Beach Volleyball
Tour, Los Angeles, CA; Arbitrator, Court of
Arbitration for Sport, Los Angeles, CA

Howard Jacobs, Law Offices of Howard L. Jacobs, Westlake
Village, CA

Maidie E. Oliveau, LawSports, Los Angeles, CA; Arbitrator,
Court of Arbitration for Sport, Los Angeles, CA

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Reception (Open only to registrants)
Sponsored by ASCAP and 
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2008
7:00 am – 1:00 pm
Information  & CLE Desk

7:30 am – 9:00 am
Continental Breakfast

8:00 am – 9:00 am
E T H I C S
Ethical Obligations of Lawyers in the 
Course of Negotiations—When
Does the Lawyer Cross the Line Into
Misrepresentation?
This ethics panel explores the issue of just how far 
a lawyer can go in negotiating a deal for exploitation
of entertainment or sports content. When does the
lawyer’s zeal to make a deal cross over into 
misrepresentation and what are the ramifications?
PANELISTS

Philip K. Lyon, Lyon & Phillips PLLC, Nashville, TN
Patrick F. Reynolds, Senior Vice President & General 

Counsel, The Bennett Group, Los Angeles, CA

9:00 am – 9:15 am
Coffee Break/Networking

9:15 am – 10:30 am
M U S I C  I I
Sponsored by SoundExchange
The Life of a $ong
This panel will chronicle the monetary “life” span of 
a song via the myriad of revenue generating areas
currently available to copyright owners looking to
exploit their music:  Broadway, mashups/remixes/
sampling, advertising commercials, film and TV 
placements, video games, interactive dolls and toys, 
greeting cards, lyrics on clothing, foreign country
uses, etc. Our group of experts will also discuss the
types of deals common to these potential money 
making business areas.
MODERATOR

Cynthia Sanchez, Counsel, Sony Pictures Entertainment, 
Culver City, CA

PANELISTS

Jeffrey Brabec, Vice President of Business Affairs, Chrysalis
Music Group, Los Angeles, CA

Todd Brabec, Executive Vice President, Membership Group,
ASCAP,  Los Angeles, CA

Dina LaPolt, LaPolt Law, P.C., Los Angeles, CA

9:15 am – 10:30 am
F I L M  I I
Motion Picture and TV
Finance:  Revenue Flows 
to Investors and Talent
This film and television panel
explores the way in which 
backend participations in film 
and television projects are
defined, calculated and paid, the
elements that make the difference between realizing
money and never seeing a dime, the way in which
film investment deals are structured to protect 
the interests of investors, and the valuation and
preservation of such financial interests. 
MODERATOR

Leigh Brecheen, Bloom Hergott Diemer Rosenthal 
LaViolette & Feldman, LLP

PANELISTS

Steve Blume, Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial
Officer, Content Partners LLC, Los Angeles, CA

Peter Dekom, Weissman, Wolf, Bergman, Coleman Grodin &
Evall, Beverly Hills, CA

Todd P. Leavitt, Managing Director, Tulip Media Ltd., 
Santa Monica, CA

9:15 am – 10:30 am
L I T I G AT I O N
Litigation: Hot Legal Issues in
Entertainment Litigation for the Talent
Litigator and the Studio, Network and 
Label Litigator
This distinguished panel will discuss the current
and most significant trends in entertainment litigation 

in the film, television and music industries. Topics 
will include profit participation disputes, digital 
distribution, reality television, idea submission, 
agency/personal manager disputes and many others.
MODERATOR

Lawrence C. Hinkle, Dreier Stein Kahan Browne Woods
George LLP, Santa Monica, CA

PANELISTS

Patricia Glaser, Christensen, Glaser, Fink, Jacobs, Weil &
Shapiro, LLP, Los Angeles, CA

Robert Schwartz, O’Melveny & Myers LLP, Los Angeles, CA
Martin D. Singer, Lavely & Singer, LLP, Los Angeles, CA
Stanton L. Stein, Dreier Stein Kahan Browne Woods George,

Santa Monica, CA

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E  
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All course written materials will be provided on USB Memory or CD-ROM.

PLEASE BRING YOUR LAPTOP WITH YOU TO THIS MEETING 
(Macintosh and Windows Compatible)

9:15 am – 10:30 am
S P O R T S  I I I
Sponsored by Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Negotiating the Sports CBA and 
What Really Matters to Owners and Players
This panel will address how different issues are 
dealt with in the various labor agreements. What 
matters to owners?  What we need from a labor
agreement and why we do what we do. What 
motivates player negotiators in addition to money 
and why money is so important.
MODERATOR

Clark C. Griffith, Clark C. Griffith Law, P.A., Minneapolis, MN
PANELISTS

Andrew Brandt, President, National Football Post,
Philadelphia, PA

Daniel E. Lazaroff, Professor of Law and Leonard Cohen
Chair in Law & Economics; Director, Loyola Sports Law
Institute; Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, CA

Mark S. Levin, Director of Salary Cap & Agent
Administration, NFL Players Association, Washington, DC

10:30 am – 11:00 am
Coffee Break/Networking

11:00 am – 12:15 pm
P L E N A R Y  I I I
The Practice of Entertainment Law:  
Past, Present and Future 

The Forum on the
Entertainment and Sports
Industries has been in 
existence for more than a
quarter century. During that
time, the entertainment
industry has undergone
enormous changes –

changes that have been accompanied by equally 
dramatic changes in entertainment law and the way 
in which it is practiced. This panel of past Chairs of the
Forum will explore these changes and venture predic-
tions about the future, in a free-wheeling round-robin
discussion moderated by the Forum’s current chair.
MODERATOR

Lon Sobel, Southwestern Law School, Los Angeles, CA
PANELISTS

Ken Abdo, Lommen Abdo Cole King & Stageberg,
Minneapolis, MN

Jay Cooper, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Santa Monica, CA
David Given, Phillips Erlewine & Given, San Francisco, CA
Joel Katz, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Atlanta, GA

David Nochimson, Ziffren Brittenham, Los Angeles, CA
Edward Pierson, Adjunct Professor of Law, Southwestern

University School of Law, Los Angeles, CA
Michael I. Rudell, Franklin Weinrib Rudell & Vassallo, 

New York, NY
Gary Watson, Law Offices of Gary Watson, Los Angeles, CA

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E

S P O N S O R S

The Forum on the Entertainment 
and Sports Industries would like to

thank the following Sponsors:

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S



LOCATION INFORMATION: The conference will be held 
at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza Hotel & Spa, 
2025 Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles, CA  90067 
Phone: 310-228-1234 | Fax: 310-551-3355 | Website:
http://centuryplaza.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: To make your hotel reservations, 
please contact the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza Hotel at 
800-233-1234 or 310-228-1234. ABA room rate is 
$245.00 + 14.045% tax, single/double. We have reserved a
block of rooms and the reservation deadline is September
16, 2008. After this date, the ABA cannot guarantee rooms 
or availability and the hotel will assign rooms on a space 
available basis. All changes to and cancellations of hotel 
reservations must be made by 6:00 pm one day prior to arrival
date to avoid a one-night cancellation charge. Rooms shall be 
available for check-in no later than 3:00 p.m. with a checkout
time of noon. Please refer to the ABA Forum on the
Entertainment and Sports Industries Fall Meeting when 
making reservations.

AIR TRAVEL: Airfare discounts to ABA meetings are available
through ABA Online Travel, the ABA travel agency, Orbitz or
directly from the airlines. To access ABA Online Travel, go to
www.abanet.org, “ABA Online Travel.” At ABA Online Travel you
will have automatic access to meeting airfare discounts, web
fares and web book only airlines. The ABA’s toll-free number
for Orbitz for Business is 1-877-222-4185. 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION/DEADLINE: To register for all 
programs and events described in this brochure, please 
submit your completed registration form and payment to: 
The American Bar Association, Forum on the Entertainment 
and Sports Industries, 321 N. Clark Street, MS. 18.2, 
Chicago, IL 60654-7598. You can also register online at
http://www.abanet.org/forums/entsports/home.html. 
Credit card users may fax registration forms to 312-988-
5677. Confirmations will be sent to you within ten days of 
registration of receipt. In order to be included in the list of pro-
gram attendees, you must register by September 14, 2008.
Registrations will not be processed without payment.

ONSITE REGISTRATION is available for those persons who miss
the registration deadline. If you plan to register at the door,
please call Teresa Ucok at 312-988-5658 at least 72 hours
before the conference to confirm that space is still available.
Failure to call in advance may preclude admission to a sold-
out conference. Onsite registrants must pay the 
registration fees by check, Visa, MasterCard or American
Express. No registrations will be accepted without payment.

REGISTRATION FEES: The fee includes admission to the 1-½
day programs, continental breakfasts, coffee breaks, luncheon,
course materials, and two cocktail receptions. 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Registrants who are unable to attend
the conference will receive a refund less a $100 administra-

tive fee if written cancellation is received by September 14,
2008. Cancellations must be faxed to 312-988-5677. No
refunds will be granted after September 14, 2008. We will
allow substitutions or conference materials will be sent in lieu
of a refund after the program. The ABA reserves the right to 
cancel or alter any programs and assumes no responsibility for
personal expenses.

CLE CREDIT: CLE accreditation has been requested for this 
conference from every state with mandatory continuing legal
education requirements for lawyers. Please be aware that
each state has its own rules and regulations, including its defi-
nition of CLE. Check with your state agency for confirmation of
this program's approval. Attorneys seeking to obtain MCLE
credit in Pennsylvania will be required to pay state accredita-
tion fees directly to these states. Certificates of attendance will
be available at the conclusion of the conference. For informa-
tion on approved number of credit hours to be awarded,
please contact Teresa Ucok at 312-988-5658.

MEMBERSHIP: To encourage registrants to join the ABA Forum
on the Entertainment and Sports Industries, the reduced mem-
ber's tuition rate will be extended to registrants who join the
Forum when they register for the conference. Forum member-
ship dues are $50 for attorneys/associates and $20 for law
students. Membership in the ABA and in any one of its many
sections or divisions is a prerequisite to Forum membership.

WRITTEN MATERIALS: Written materials will be available for
purchase 30 days after the conference. Please contact the
ABA Service Center (800-285-2221) to order and please ref-
erence the date and title of this meeting. 

TAX DEDUCTION FOR EDUCATION PURPOSES: In the United
States, an income tax deduction may be allowed for education
expenses undertaken to maintain or improve professional
skills. This includes registration, travel, meals and lodging,
subject to applicable limitations (see Treas. Reg.1.162-5:
Coughlin v. Commissioner, 203 F.2d 307 (2d Cir.1953)). 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If special arrangements are
required for disabled individuals to attend this
program, please contact Teresa Ucok in writing 
by September 5, 2008 at the American Bar
Association, 321 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL  60610
or Fax: 312-9885677.

DRESS: Business casual attire. 

FOR LATEST PROGRAM INFORMATION: Please visit the 
Forum on the Entertainment and Sports Industries website:
www.abanet.org/forums/entsports.

QUESTIONS: If you have questions or require additional 
conference information, please call Teresa Ucok at 
312-988-5658 or email: tucok@staff.abanet.org.

C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Early Bird Registration Discount Prior to September 14!
Hotel Reservation Deadline is September 16!



Early Bird Discount ($100 savings) if postmarked on
or before September 14, 2008.

� $650 General Attendee (Non Forum/ABA Member)

� $600 ABA Member (JOIN the Forum on the
Entertainment and Sports Industries and save $50)
Receive the Forum Member Rate 
+ $50 FORUM DUES = $550*

� $550 Forum Member 

� $325 Law Student 

Postmarked after September 14, 2008

� $750 General Attendee (Non Forum/ABA Member)

� $700 ABA Member (JOIN the Forum on the 
Entertainment and Sports Industries and save $50) 
Receive the Forum Member Rate 
+ $50 FORUM DUES = $650*

� $650 Forum Member

� $425 Law Student

Amount Due:_______

R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M

BY INTERNET: Register online at
www.abanet.org/forums/entsports
Questions? Call 312-988-5658

BY MAIL: Send completed 
registration form with payment to:
ABA Forum on the Entertainment and
Sports Industries 
321 N. Clark St., MS 18.2
Chicago, IL 60610

BY FAX: Fax completed 
registration form with 
credit card payment 
only to: 312-988-5677

Last Name

First Name

Name as you wish it to appear on badge Title

Firm/Company/Agency

Address

City, State, Zip, Country

Phone/Fax/E-mail (Please provide your fax number for confirmation)

Are you licensed to practice in New York?    � Yes  � No    Are you a first-time attendee?    � Yes  � No  

� I will attend the Thursday Reception.

� I will attend the Friday Luncheon.

� I will attend the Friday Reception. 

Program and Forum Membership Fees

� Check enclosed (make payable to the ABA Forum on the Entertainment and Sports Industries)
� Credit Card:        � Mastercard        � VISA        � American Express 

Card Number ______________________________________________________________ Exp. Date.________

Cardholder’s Name (print) ______________________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________

Special Dietary Needs:    � No Shellfish    � No Meat      � Other 

Please specify: ______________________________________________________________________________

Method of Payment (keep in black ink)

THREE WAYS TO REGISTER
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*BONUS includes one-year membership in the Forum. I understand that I must already be a member of the ABA and at least one section
to join the Forum. 

Early Bird Registration Discount Prior to September 14!
Hotel Reservation Deadline is September 16!
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