
Chart 4: Grounds for Divorce and Residency Requirements

STATE No Fault No Fault Added Incompatibility Living Separate Judicial Durational
Sole Ground to Traditional and Apart Separation Requirements

Alabama  
ALA. CODE § 30-2-1 x x 2 years x 6 months
ALA. CODE § 30-2-5
Alaska 
ALASKA STAT. § x x x 2 years x 6 months
25.24.200
Arizona x x1 x 90 days
ARIZ. REV. STAT. 
ANN. § 25-327
Arkansas x 18 months x 60 days 
California x x 6 months*

Colorado x    x 90 days
Connecticut
CONN. GEN. STAT. x  18 months 1 year
§ 466-51
Delaware
DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 13 x x 6 months  6 months
§ 1505
District of Columbia x   1 year x 6 months
D.C. CODE § 16-904
Florida x    6 months 
Georgia
GA. CODE ANN x    6 months 
§ 19-5-3
Hawaii
HAW. REV. STAT. 2 years3 x 6 months4

§ 580-41
Idaho x   x 6 weeks
IDAHO CODE ANN. 
§ 32-603
Illinois x  2 years x 90 days
750 ILL. COMP. STAT. 
5/401
Indiana x x 60 days
IND. CODE § 31-15-2-3
Iowa x    x 1 year 
IOWA CODE § 598.19
Kansas
KAN. STAT. ANN. x  x 60 days
§ 60-1601
Kentucky
KY. REV. STAT. ANN. x   60 days x 180 days
§ 403.140
Louisiana x1 6 months2 x 6 months
Maine
ME. REV. STAT. ANN. x   x 6 months
tit. 19, § 902
Maryland
MD. CODE ANN., x  1 year x 1 year
FAM. LAW § 11-103
Massachusetts
MASS. GEN. LAWS. ch. x   x None
208, § 1A
Michigan
MICH. COMP. LAW x    x 6 months
§ 552.6
Minnesota x    x 180 days 
Mississippi
MISS. CODE ANN. x   6 months 
§ 93-5-2
Missouri
MO. REV. STAT. x  1–2 years x 90 days
§ 452.305
Montana
MONT. CODE ANN. x x 180 days x 90 days
§ 40-4-104
Nebraska
NEB. REV. STAT. x    x 1 year
§ 42-365
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Nevada
NEV. REV. STAT. x 1 year x 6 weeks
§ 125.130
New Hampshire
N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. x  2 years  1 year
§ 458:7-a
New Jersey
N.J. STAT. ANN. x  18 months  1 year
§ 2A:34-2
New Mexico x x  x 6 months
N.M. STAT. § 40-4-1
New York x  1 year x 1 year
N.Y. DOM. REL. § 170
North Carolina x  1 year x 6 months 
North Dakota
N.D. CENT. CODE x   x 6 months
§ 14-05-03
Ohio
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. x x 1 year  6 months
§ 3105.01
Oklahoma
OKLA. STAT. tit. 43, x  x 6 months
§ 601-201
Oregon
OR. REV. STAT. x    x 6 months
§ 107.105
Pennsylvania
23 PA. CONS. STAT. x  2 years  6 months
ANN. § 3104
Rhode Island
R.I. GEN. LAWS

§ 15-5-1 x  3 years x 1 year
R.I. GEN. LAWS

§ 15-5-2
South Carolina x  1 year x 3 months
S.C. CODE ANN. (both residents)
§ 20-7-420
South Dakota
S.D. CODIFIED LAW x   x None
§ 25-4-17.2
Tennessee
TENN. CODE ANN. x  2 years x 6 months
§ 36-5-2201
Texas
TEX. FAM. CODE ANN. x  3 years  6 months
§ 7.006
Utah
UTAH CODE ANN. x 3 years x 90 days
§ 30-3-5
Vermont
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. x  6 months  6 months
15B, § 201
Virginia x  1 year x 6 months
VA. CODE ANN. § 20-91
Washington x 1 year
WASH. REV. CODE

§ 26.09.030
West Virginia
W. VA. CODE x  1 year x 1 year
§ 48-5-201
Wisconsin x x 6 months
WIS. STAT. § 767.01
Wyoming x x  x 60 days
WYO. STAT. ANN.
§ 20-2-104

* California requires domicile as distinguished from residency for jurisdictional purposes.
1. Covenant marriage statutes establish specific grounds for divorce for covenant marriages.
2. Two years for covenant marriages.
3. Grounds are either marriage irretrievably broken or two years’ separation.
4. Six months in state and three months in circuit waiting for divorce itself, but can file as soon as residency established.




