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JOHN C. CRUDEN

John C. Cruden is the Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Environment and Natural
Resources Division, Department of Justice. In that capacity, he is responsible for supervising a
wide variety of environmental litigation, including civil enforcement actions in federal court for
the key environmental statutes, including Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, RCRA, Safe Drinking
Water Act, and CERCLA/Superfund. In addition, he supervises wetland enforcement, challenges
to EPA rule making, and environmental actions filed against the United States. Prior to
becoming a career Deputy, John was Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section (EES).

John has spent most of his legal life either litigating, teaching litigation-related subjects,
or supervising litigators. His two most recent positions before becoming Chief, EES, were at the
Department of Justice and Department of the Army. John was Special Counsel to the Assistant
Attorney General, Civil Division, from 1987 to 1988. From 1988 to 1991 he was the Chief
Legislative Counsel for the Army. He has also been an agency General Counsel and an army
lawyer where he received a number of awards and decorations.



