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To: - Members of the ABA Task Force on Hurricane Katrina

November 14, 2005

Dear Colleagues:

Attached is a compilation of Section, Division and Forum (Section) efforts in connection
with the disaster in the Gulf Coast area resulting from Hurricane Katrina. The
submissions reflect the commendable efforts on behalf of the Sections and their
continuing commitment to assist in this vast relief effort.

O As you can see, the activities vary greatly, ranging from in-kind to monetary donations
and includes efforts on behalf of practicing lawyers and law students — an incredible pro
bono effort! All of the ABA’s activities in this regard are a true testament to the
contribution the ABA is making to the legal profession.

The Sections are pleased that they have been able to participate in this process,and look
forward to future opportunities to work closely with ABA leadership.
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_Antitrust Law

Chair: Donald C. Klawiter

The Section of Antitrust Law committed over $100,000 in cash and provided
additional resources via in-kind services to Hurricane Katrina Relief efforts.

This effort included a joint project with the Section of Litigation, to provide about
$230,000 to fund several legal services organizations in the hurricane affected
areas. The majority of this money will be allocated for additional staffing
at Southeast Louisiana Legal Services (in the New Orleans and surrounding
area) and Acadiana Legal Services (serving Lake Charles, Lafayette, and
surrounding areas).

Additionally, the Antitrust Section underwrote a special project for Houston PBS
(KUHT-TV), coordinated by the Center for Consumer Law at the University of
Houston Law Center. The television program, directed by Professor Richard
Alderman, aired October 3, 2005 and provided legal counseling for Hurricane
Katrina evacuees. For three days, the Center for Consumer Law maintained a
call-in center to address legal questions from the evacuees. The week
culminated on Saturday October 8th with the "Evacuee's People's Law School," a
specialized version of the "People's Law School,” which is a free program at the
University of Houston Law Center designed to help make the law "user friendly"
to the layperson. About 80 lawyers volunteered for the call center. Nearly 1,000
calls were taken, and approximately 600 people attended the programs held on
the weekend.

The Section also provided law office recovery for members of the Section and
their firm colleagues in the affected areas by replacing books and materials that
may have been destroyed in the hurricane, in addition to offering assistance and
support in organizing their offices and cases. Section members were also
encouraged to provide assistance in pro bono legal matters that arise from the
needs of the disaster victims.

Finally, the Section provided a website vehicle for potential employers, recruiters
or others with antitrust and consumer law job opportunities to communicate that
information to attorneys impacted by the hurricane.
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Business Law

Chair: Alvin W. Thompson

The Section of Business Law has mobilized four working groups that are
addressing the issues of bankruptcy, debt deferment, affordable housing, and
small business recovery. All working groups have established pages on the
Section’s Disaster Recovery Homepage.

The Bankruptcy Disaster Relief Working Group’s goal is to provide assistance
to the attorneys working with businesses and consumers facing bankruptcy due
to disaster losses. The group has developed a bankruptcy primer for attorneys
not familiar with the bankruptcy code who are providing pro bono assistance to
storm victims. The establishment of a peer-to-peer answer service for atiorneys
who wish to speak with a bankruptcy specialist regarding non case-specific
issues is being explored. An audio conference is also under development to
provide information and resources regarding the impact of the recent
amendments to the bankruptcy code on storm victims facing bankruptcy.

The Community Economic Development Working Group is providing
resource materials and educational opportunities to attorneys advising victims of
the Gulf Coast hurricanes on how to locate available housing, increase the stock
of affordable housing and rebuild business within the affected communities. The
group has prepared a summary of information about the various government
programs available to help finance the rebuilding of housing and businesses.
The group is partnering with the ABA Forum on Affordable Housing tc sponsor
educational programs on affordable housing and community economic
development in light of the Gulf Coast hurricanes.

The Debt Deferment Working Group’s goals are to work with financial
institutions and other creditors to defer payment of disaster victims' debts without
victims having to resort to bankruptcy; avoid foreclosures on disaster victims’
properties; work with financial institutions to enable disaster victims to regain
access to banking services; enable disaster victims to make effective use of
other financial assistance that may be available through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Small Business Agency or other sources. The group has
collected information available from state and federal agencies, fihancial
institutions, insurance companies, state bar associations and other sources. The
information has been analyzed and summarized to make it more readily useful
for attorneys in the field who can now access it online. Some materials may also
be prepared in printed form for distribution to attorneys or lay persons.

The Small Business Recovery Working Group’s goal is to provide assistance
to small businesses and their legal counsel as they recover from losses caused
by Hurricane Katrina or other natural disasters in the areas of taxation,
governance, real estate, contracts, labor, and employment. The group has




collected information available from state and federal agencies, financial
institutions, insurance companies, state bar associations and other sources. The
information has been analyzed, summarized and posted online for use in the
field.

Finally, the Section has committed financial support to the New Orleans Bar
Association to assist in the rebuilding of the legal system in Southeast Louisiana.
An immediate grant of $10,000 has been issued with the commitment of an
additional $100,000 in project support as needs become clear.







