
  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction 
Laura Stein, Chair, ABA Commission on Domestic Violence       i 
Mary Kay Inc.            iii 

Chapter One:  Why All Lawyers Need To Know About Domestic Violence 
A.  Domestic Violence and the Law by Roberta L. Valente   1 
B.  Ethical and Legal Implications of Domestic Violence on Practicing Law  

by John M. Burman          8 
C.  Legal Services          15 
D.  How Law Firms Assist Domestic Violence Victims by Michael A. Bedke 20 
E.  Building Pro Bono Service Into Your Practice by Dina R. Merrell  24 
F.  Pro Bono Representation of Domestic Violence Victims  

by Margaret B. Drew        30 
G.  The Role of Law Schools in Increasing Access to Justice for Victims of  

Domestic Violence by Donna J. Mathews and Robin R. Runge  37 

Chapter Two:  Safety and Domestic Violence 
A. Safety Planning          40 
B. Technology Safety Planning by Cindy Southworth    48 

Chapter Three:  Understanding Your Client 
A.  Screening Guidelines by Roberta L. Valente      51 
B.  Client Interviewing by Margaret B. Drew     58 
C.  Confidentiality by Joan Zorza        64 
D.  Case Coordination by Isabelle Scott       68 
E.  Cross Cultural Communication by Stacy L. Brustin     70 
F.  Victim Services by Anne E. Menard       76 
G.  Working With Domestic Violence Victim Advocates  

by Shawna Sodersten       80 
H.  Zealous and Ethical Representation of Batterers  

by Lisa Angel and Lee Rosen       83  
 I.  The Violence Against Women Act by Juley Fulcher and  

Lisalyn R. Jacobs        87 

Chapter Four:  Men’s Roles 
A.  Real Men Take Responsibility for Domestic Violence     92 

by Christopher L. Griffin        
B.  Ten Things Men Can Do to Prevent Gender Violence  

by Jackson Katz        96 
C.  Providing Positive Alternatives:  Mobilizing Men To Prevent    

Violence Against Women by Pat McGann     98 

Chapter Five:  Intersections 
A.  Elder Abuse by Lori A. Stiegel       102 
B.  The Health Care System and Domestic Violence by Debbie Lee  

and Nancy Durborow       107 
 
 



  

C.  Working with Immigrant Victims of Domestic Violence:   
Advocacy and Relief by Joyce L. Noche     111 

D. Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Domestic Violence 
by Margaret B. Drew        120 

E.  The Military and Domestic Abuse by Lisa Schulze    124 
F.  Working with Women Abused by Clients of International  

Matchmaking Agencies by Jeanne L. Smoot and  
Anjum Kapoor Sikka        131 

G. Native American Women, Tribal Courts and Domestic  
Violence by Sarah Deer       140 

H.  Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence by Corey L. Gordon   144 
 I.  Teen Dating Violence by Karen Cunningham and Catherine F. Klein 149 

Chapter Six:  Accessing the Court System 
A.  Preparing Your Client for Court by Lisae C. Jordan    157 
B.  Abuse and Direct Examination by Lisae C. Jordan    162 
C.  Investigation and Evidence Collection by Lisae C. Jordan   168 
D.  Expert Witness Testimony by Mary Ann Dutton    183 
E.  Judicial Checklist         188 
F.  Appeals in Domestic Violence Cases by Joan S. Meier    193 

Chapter Seven:  Protective Orders and Other Injunctive Relief 
A.  Civil Protection Orders by Catherine F. Klein and Leslye E. Orloff  200 
B.  Enforcement of Civil Protection Orders by Catherine F. Klein  

and Leslye E. Orloff        213 
C.  Full Faith and Credit Mandate by Janet R. Fink    222 
D.  Uniform Interstate Enforcement of Domestic Violence  

Protection Orders Act       228 
E.  Injunctive Relief by Amy Wright      229 

Chapter Eight:  Family Law  
A.  Child Custody by Barbara J. Hart, Jennifer White,  

and Lisa Matukaitis        234 
B.  Litigation Issues and Strategies in Child Custody Cases  

by Allen M. Bailey        244 
C.  Structuring a Visitation Order for a Victim of Domestic  

Violence by Bobbie Steyer       252 
D.  Interstate Custody Cases by Deborah Goelman  

and Darren Mitchell        257 
E.  Parental Kidnapping and Domestic Violence  

by Deborah Goelman, Lisa Laura and Sue Osthoff   265 
F.  International Kidnapping Prevention and the Hague  

Convention by Catherine F. Klein and Leslye E. Orloff   275 
G.  Child Support by Peter G. Coulombe      284 
H.  Separation and Divorce:  Property and Financial Settlements  

or Court Awards by Marna S. Tucker     290 
I.  Mediation by Donna J. Mathews       299 
J.  Alimony and Spousal Abuse by Sharon L. Corbitt  

and Lisae C. Jordan        302 
 



  

K. Pensions and Other Retirement Assets by Franklin E. Peters  305 
L. Tax Issues in Family Law Cases by Margaret B. Drew   311 
M. Prenuptial Agreements by Joni J. Berner and Margaret Klaw  318 

Chapter Nine:  Domestic Violence and Children 
A.  The Effect of Domestic Violence on Children by Rachel Feldheim  321 
B.  Batterers as Parents by Lundy Bancroft     326 
C.  Child Abuse by Katherine E. Garren      330 
D.  When Domestic Violence Intersects with Child  

Maltreatment by Roberta L. Valente     335 

Chapter Ten:  Criminal Matters  
A.  Prosecution in Domestic Violence Cases by Sarah M. Buel   340 
B.  Defense by Randolph N. Stone       346 
C.  Clemency for Battered Women in Prison by Margaret Byrne   352 
D.  Stalking by Tracy Bahm and Rebecca Hoey     358 

Chapter Eleven:  Domestic Violence and The Workplace 
A.  Domestic Violence and its Effects on the Workplace  

by Robin H. Thompson       364 
B. Domestic Violence:  Workplace Policies and Management  

Strategies by Stacey Pastel Dougan and Kimberly K. Wells  369 
C. Employer Liability and Domestic Violence Victims  

Advocacy by Robin R. Runge      376 
D. Assisting Domestic Violence Victims Who are Union Members 

by K.C. Wagner        386 
E.  Domestic Violence as a Form of Discrimination by Julie Goldscheid  389 
F. Unemployment Insurance for Victims of Domestic  

Violence by Rebecca Smith       394 

Chapter Twelve:  Economic Justice   
A.  Economic Literacy by Jennifer S. Matel     400 
B.  Consumer Law and Domestic Violence by Chi Chi Wu   403 
E. Recognizing Domestic Violence in Your Tax Practice  

by Margaret B. Drew        406 
D.  Housing, Homelessness, and Domestic Violence by Naomi S. Stern  409 
E.  Crime Victims Compensation by Dan Eddy      414  
F.  Domestic Violence and Welfare by Minouche Kandel    419  

Chapter Thirteen:  Other Civil Claims Arising from Domestic Violence  
A.  Torts Arising from Domestic Violence by Isabelle Scott   425 
B.  Insurance Discrimination Against Victims of Abuse  

by Terry Fromson        430 

Chapter Fourteen:  Batterers Intervention Programs  
Batterer Intervention Programs:  Understanding Batterer  

Behavior by Douglas Gaudette and Fernando Mederos   435 

 



  

Appendices 
A.  State & U.S. Territory Bar Associations     439 
B.  State & U.S. Territory Domestic Violence Coalitions    444 
C.  National Domestic Violence Organizations     449 
D.  ABA Commission on Domestic Violence Resources    452 
E.  Biographical Information & Acknowledgements    455 


