Unique Elements of Elder DV and Elder Abuse

> Elder abuse is most often perpetrated by adult children or
grandchildren

o 90% of all cases are perpetrated by family members

o victims can feel directly responsible for the abuser and are
therefore reluctant or unwilling to report the abuse

> Victims do not often self-identify as victims of abuse

o today’'s youngest elders were in their 40s when DV was first
declared a crime

> Similar to child abusers, elder abusers rely on the weaknesses and
vulnerabilities of their victims

o cognitive impairments and/or ageism mean victims are often not
believed or are easily discredited

o victims may depend on their abuser for basic necessities of life;
neglect is the most common form of elder abuse

o victims are often reluctant or unwilling to report due to an
overwhelming fear of institutionalization or other loss of
independence as a result of losing access to the abuser/caregiver

o victims often die or become too sick to proceed by the time cases
are brought to trial

o ageism and assumptions of caregiver stress can result in services
colluding with an abuser rather than assisting a victim

> Financial abuse/exploitation are often integral to elder abuse
o 40% of all cases include financial abuse

o older adults who are financially abused are three times more likely
to die within 10 years than their non-abused peers

o older adults do not recover from financial loss or ruin as quickly or
easily as younger victims might

o financial abuse is frequently perpetrated by fiduciaries

Produced by The Elder Justice Project: A collaboration of Legal Services for the Elderly, Family Crisis Services, Southern Maine Agency on
Aging, and Adult Protective Services. Supported by Grant No. 2003-EW-BX-0015, awarded by the Office of Violence Against Women, Office
of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.



January/February 2005

Victimization of the Elderly and Disabled

-

Table 1: Typology of Perpetrators
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Intervention in dornestic
cases

Reduce caregiver burden
and provide victim with
additional caregivers

-Arrange additional
qualified caregivers for
victim

-Offer services for
perpetrator; if necessary,
femave care responsibilities

-Provide viclim counseling
and support

-Reduce victim's isolation
and dependence on abuser

-Empower victim

~Criminal prosecution if
appropriale

~Provide victim counseling
and support

-Reducs victim's isolation
and dependence on abuser

~Empower victim
~Criminal prosecution if
appropriate

-Provide victim counseling -
and support

-Reduce victim's isolation
and dependence on abuser

-~Empowsr vietim

-Crimimal prosecution if
appropriate

Intervention in
facility cases

Reduce burden on staff (i.e.,
improve staffing palterns,
training, supervision, and
monitoring)

Terminate emplayment or
reassign employee to
appropriate tasks
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-Terminate employment

~Griminal prosecution if
appropriate

~inform central registry

~Terminate employment

~Criminal prosecution if
appropriate

-Iniomm central fegistry

-Terminate employment

-Criminal prosecution if
appropriate

~Inform central registry




