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REPORT NO. 2 OF THE SECTION OF
FAMILY LAW

RECOMMENDATION*

Be It Resolved, That the American Bar Association urges the

Congress of the United
the courts of the states to
custody and visitation decr

States to enact legislation which would require
accord full faith and credit to the child
ees of each state, pursuant to Article IV,

Section 1, of the United States Constitution.

REPORT

The general history and importance of this
recommendation is set forth in the primary
report submitted with the first of our rec-
ommendations.

Currently, a state court is not required to
give full faith and credit to the custody order
of another state court.

Thus, a parent who has been denied cus-
tody in one state has nothing to lose and
everything to gain if he snatches his child,
takes the child across the state line, and
attempts to gain custody of the child in an-
other state.

Numerous bills have been introduced in
this Congress to grant full faith and credit to
child custody and visitation agreements.

In the House, legislation (H.R. 988, H.R.
989, H.R. 3706, H.R. 11307 and H.R. 11575)
has been introduced that would require any
decree or court order of a state respecting
the custody of children to be enforced by the
appropriate authorities of every state. In ad-

*The recommendation was approved. See
page 613.

dition, legislation (H.R. 9913 and six other
identical Hous¢ bills) has been introduced to
grant district courts jurisdiction to enforce
custody orders of a state court against a
parent who takes a child to another state in
violation of the custody order.

All of these bills are pending in Con-
gressional Subcommittees.

In the Senate, one bill has been intro-
duced (S. 797) to require any decree or court
order of a state respecting the custody of
children to be enforced by the appropriate
authorities of every state. That bill has been
referred to the Judiciary Committee.

The Section is convinced that, if the Con-
gress enacts such legislation, it would do
much to cut down on the substantial num-
bers of child snatching cases.

Consequently, the Section of Family Law
recommends to the House of Delegates of
the American Bar Association the adoption
of the foregoing recommendation.

LAWRENCE H. STOTTER
Chairman




