Capital work may be the quintessential

big-firm pro bono project. So why are so many

death row inmates still lar::l«:iﬂg representation?

A Matter of Life and Death

THSNO SECKET THAT BIG-FIRM LawW.-
Viers dre: competitive when it comes to COrpHorate: clients, That trait can Carry over bo pre hono work as well.
Sidley Austin Brown & Woad partuer John Gallo, a former federal prosecutor, says he was deeply moved
by a presentation that Robin Maher of the Amercan Bar Association’s Deathy Penalty Representation Proj-
ect gave Lo group of Chicags oayers about death row inmates who heve no lawyers, But when be loand
that friends (and rivals) at Chieapo’s Schaff Hardin had al rE‘;LE|}.' sipned g Lo take three coses, he ﬂmuﬂhl
“l want to do better.” Seventy Sidlev lowyers have signed op for death penalty work, and the Grm has
taken on 12 cases, all in Alabama,

Maher, who also helped steer Schifl Hardin to work na single }ll1'[5'I.Ji{;lil.lu—fh:nrgi:1—|:;'.||5 it "the
SWAT team n]:liur_l:u‘.h tor ther death penalty” Focusing on one state allinws liwyers to share experiences and
expertise, making these L[‘illJ.i.Li.l'.lJl:l”:} difficult and expensive cases sagier anil more effective, For firms like
Sidley, which has offices spread across the country, there's # collateral bensfit too, Galla says: " Lawyers
fram geographivally distinet offices connect in ways that they Ll not before®

Drespite Sidleys commitment, dozens of umreEpresented peaple remain on death row o Alabarsa, snd Ma-
ler estimates that there are several busndred more across the country. “ALany one time, we hive between 15
and 50 cases o place in posteonvietion. and the only reason we don't have more is becase we can’t handle
more in our offee of three Pl-'rlj'lllF."," says M alier, AL soo o8 we plmp_p a-case, we get more. The e s al
witys full " Maher hopes the recent fherey of firm activity will inspire others 1o 5 friendly competition to belp
ensure that people whose lives areon the line bae fair aocess (o jnstice.

An American Lawger survey of the nation’s 200 highest-grossing firms showed that 43 firms have never
taken a death case, and of the fivms, 1 are in The Am Low 100, Another 39 firms refused to respond or dis-
clise whisther they had taken a death pienialty cuse Mo firm reported an onebrizlt B on Labing the eases” bul
sonre, Tk I nlkens & Cilchiist, sty Lt sueb work 15 not |_'rrrr|p;l.l'i|‘||e with thetr enlture, Potr [-}:ll']'.l_'y-', _[n::nkg,-u:i':i
1|!|=.J|:.lji.|.' reebibions el COFPOrAteE COmmications Imunirer, e:.\'|_|]:Li;|:|5, “We're ]_1|jum| v corpurate civil firm, so

WE It_:II'HI.t l:ill HITY I'I'I:'IIiFl.'Il ‘\.‘.'Urll\' T‘]II_‘ pro .|||_|:|-:r '\I,-'I_l:k [ g!|;| L5 i'-.nru_'lp"lu_.lr' i TE'H" |:i_1_.ﬂ ﬁifll"‘ uE _Elf[_|_{__1'|”._—|'” Anios
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