{NEW) Sec. 2-44A. Definition of The Practice of Law

(a) General Definition: The practice of law is ministering to
the legal needs of another person and applying legal principles
and judgment to the circumstances or objectives of that
person. This includes, but is not limited to:

{1) Holding oneself out in any manner as an attorney,
lawyer, counselor, advisor or in any other capacity which
directly or indirectly represents that such person is either (a)
qualified or capable of performing or (b) is engaged in the
business or activity of performing any act constituting the
practice of law as herein defined.

(2) Giving advice or counsel to persons concerning or with
respect to their legal rights or responsibilities or with regard to
any matter involving the application of legal principles to
rights, duties, obligations or liabilities.

(3) Drafting any legal document or agreement involving or
affecting the legal rights of a person.

(4) Representing any person in a court, or in a formal
administrative adjudicative proceeding or other formal dispute
resolution process or in any administrative adjudicative
proceeding in which legal pleadings are filed or a record is
established as the basis for judicial review.

() Giving advice or counsel to any person, or representing
or purporting to represent the interest of any person, in a
transaction in which an interest in property is transferred
where the advice or counsel, or the representation or
purported representation, involves (a) the preparation,
evaluation, or interpretation of documents related to such
transaction or to implement such transaction or (b) the
evaluation or interpretation of procedures to implement such
transaction, where such transaction, documents, or procedures
affect the legal rights, obligations, liabilities or interests of
such person, and

(6) Engaging in any other act which may indicate an
occurrence of the authorized practice of law in the State of
Connecticut as established by case law, statute, ruling or other
authority.

“Documents” includes, but is not limited to, contracts,
deeds, easements, mortgages, notes, releases, satisfactions,
leases, options, articles of incorporation and other corporate
documents, articles of organization and other limited liability
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company documents, partnership agreements, affidavits,
prenuptial agreements, wills, trusts, family settlement
agreements, powers of attorney, notes and like or similar
instruments; and pleadings and any other papers incident to
legal actions and special proceedings.

The term “person” includes a natural person, corporation,
company, partnership, firm, association, organization, society,
labor union, business trust, trust, financial institution,
governmental unit and any other group, organization or entity
of any nature, unless the context otherwise dictates.

The term “Connecticut lawyer” means a natural person
who has been duly admitted to practice law in this State and
whose privilege to do so is then current and in good standing
as an active member of the bar of this State.

(b) Exceptions. Whether or not it constitutes the practice of
law, the following activities by any person are permitted:

(1) Selling legal document forms previously approved by a
Connecticut lawyer in any format.

(2) Acting as a lay representative authorized by
administrative agencies or in administrative hearings solely
before such agency or hearing where:

(A) Such services are confined to representation before
such forum or other conduct reasonably ancillary to such
representation; and

(B) Such conduct is authorized by statute, or the special
court, department or agency has adopted a rule expressly
permitting and regulating such practice.

(3) Serving in a neutral capacity as a mediator, arbitrator,
conciliator or facilitator.

(4) Participating in labor negotiations, arbitrations, or
conciliations arising under collective bargaining rights or
agreements.

(5) Providing clerical assistance to another to complete a
form provided by a court for the protection from abuse,
harassment and violence when no fee is charged to do so.

(6) Acting as a legislative lobbyist.

(7) Serving in a neutral capacity as a clerk or a court
employee providing information to the public.

(8) Performing activities which are preempted by Federal
law.
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(9) Performing statutorily authorized services as real estate
agent or broker licensed by the State of Connecticut.

(10) Preparing tax returns and performing any other
statutorily authorized services as a certified public accountant,
enrolled IRS agent, public accountant, public bookkeeper, or
tax preparer.

(11) Performing such other activities as the courts of
Connecticut have determined do not constitute the unlicensed

or unauthorized practice of law.

(12) Undertaking pro se representation, or practicing law
authorized by a limited license to practice.

{c) Nonlawyer Assistance: Nothing in this rule shall affect
the ability of nonlawyer assistants to act under the supervision
of a lawyer in compliance with Rule 5.3 of the Rules of
Professional Conduct.

(d) General Information: Nothing in this rule shall affect the
ability of a person or entity to provide information of a general
nature about the law and legal procedures to members of the
public.

(e) Governmental Agencies: Nothing in this rule shall affect
the ability of a governmental agency to carry out its
responsibilities as provided by law.

(f) Professional Standards: Nothing in this rule shall be
taken to define or affect standards for civil liability or
professional responsibility.

(g) Unauthorized Practice: If a person who is not authorized
to practice law is engaged in the practice of law, that person
shall be subject to the civil and criminal penalties of this
jurisdiction.

COMMENTARY: This rule would establish a clear definition
of the practice of law and thereby make clear what is the
unauthorized practice of law. :



