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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
CENTER FOR PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON LAWYER REGULATION 

 
Admission by Motion Rules 

 

The American Bar Association adopts a Model Rule on Admission by Motion.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

AL 

 
Rule III. Persons Entitled to Admission Without Examination. 
Rules Governing Admission to the Alabama State Bar 
 
http://www.alabar.org/rulechanges/Rule%20III_Reciprocity_Supreme%20Court%20Or
der.pdf  
 
Fee:  $600 

 
 

AK 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Alaska Bar Rule 2, Section 2. 
http://www.alaskabar.org/library/admissionsrules.pdf  
 
Fee: $1500 

 
AZ 

 
No Rule. 

 
AR 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required 
 
Admission to the Bar Rule XVI 
RULE XVI. ADMISSION ON MOTION 
 
http://courts.state.ar.us/opinions/2004a/20040226/admission.html  
 
Fee:  $1500 

 
CA 

 
No Rule. 

 
CO 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Colorado Admission Rule 201.3(1) 
http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/BLE/Forms/Rules.htm
 
Fee:  $800 

http://www.alabar.org/rulechanges/Rule%20III_Reciprocity_Supreme%20Court%20Order.pdf
http://www.alabar.org/rulechanges/Rule%20III_Reciprocity_Supreme%20Court%20Order.pdf
http://www.alaskabar.org/library/admissionsrules.pdf
http://courts.state.ar.us/opinions/2004a/20040226/admission.html
http://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/BLE/Forms/Rules.htm
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Temporary practice by out-of-state lawyer allowed. 
 
Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure, Chapter 18.  Rules Governing Admission To The 
Bar, Rule 220 
http://www.cobar.org/group/display.cfm?GenID=2735
 

 
CT 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Section 2-13, Connecticut Superior Court Rules Regulating Admission to the Bar 
http://www.jud.state.ct.us/CBEC/#Sec.%202-13. 
 
Fee: $1000 

 
DE 

 
No Rule. 

 
DC 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
D.C. App. Rule 46. 
http://www.dcbar.org/for_lawyers/membership/prospective_members/rule46.cfm
 
Fee: $400 

 
FL 

 
No Rule. 

 
GA 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law, Admission on Motion Without 
Examination 
http://www2.state.ga.us/courts/bar/bar1212rule.html
 
Fee: $500 

 
HI 

 
No Rule. 

 
ID 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Idaho Bar Commission Rule 204A (amended October 2006) 
http://www2.state.id.us/isb/adm/Forms/RULE204A.pdf  
 
Fee: $800 

 
IL 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Illinois Supreme Court Rule 705 
http://www.state.il.us/court/SupremeCourt/Rules/Art_VII/artvii.htm#Rule%20705

http://www.cobar.org/group/display.cfm?GenID=2735
http://www.jud.state.ct.us/CBEC/#Sec.%202-13
http://www.dcbar.org/for_lawyers/membership/prospective_members/rule46.cfm
http://www2.state.ga.us/courts/bar/bar1212rule.html
http://www2.state.id.us/isb/adm/Forms/RULE204A.pdf
http://www.state.il.us/court/SupremeCourt/Rules/Art_VII/artvii.htm#Rule%20705
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Fee: $800 

 
IN 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
Rule 6, Indiana Supreme Court Rules for Admission to the Bar 
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/ad_dis/index.html#r6
 
Fee: $750 

 
IA 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
Iowa Code § 602.10109 
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IACODE/2001SUPPLEMENT/602/10109.html
 
Fee: $575 

 
KS 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
Effective July 1, 2005 
 
Kansas Supreme Court Rule 703: Admission To The Bar Without Written Examination 
http://www.kscourts.org/ctruls/2005SC11.pdf  
 
Fee: $1250 

 
KY 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Kentucky Supreme Court Rule 2.110(5) 
http://www.kyoba.org/Rules/SRC/scr2110.html
 
Fee: $1200 

 
LA 

 
No Rule. 

 
ME 

 
Admission by Motion for Vermont and New Hampshire lawyers. 
 
Rule 11A,  Maine Bar Admission Rules 
 http://www.courts.state.me.us/rules_forms_fees/rules/MBarAdmRules7-
05.htm#RULE5APPLICATION  
 
Fee:  $600 

 
MD 

 
No Rule. 

 
MA 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 

http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/ad_dis/index.html#r6
http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IACODE/2001SUPPLEMENT/602/10109.html
http://www.kscourts.org/ctruls/2005SC11.pdf
http://www.kyoba.org/Rules/SRC/scr2110.html
http://www.courts.state.me.us/rules_forms_fees/rules/MBarAdmRules7-05.htm#RULE5APPLICATION
http://www.courts.state.me.us/rules_forms_fees/rules/MBarAdmRules7-05.htm#RULE5APPLICATION
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Ethical Requirements and Rules Concerning the Practice of Law of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts, Rule 3:01, Section 6.1 
http://www.state.ma.us/bbe/BarAppRulesAug2002.pdf
 
Fee: $710 

 
MI 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
Michigan Compiled Law §600.946 
http://www.michbar.org/
 
Rules For The Board Of Law Examiners 
Rule 5 Admission Without Examination 
 
http://courtofappeals.mijud.net/rules/public/default.asp  
 
Fee: $600 

 
MN  

Admission by Motion available. 
 
Minnesota Supreme Court Rules for Admission to the Bar, Rule 7 
http://www.ble.state.mn.us/rules.htm#Rule7
 
Fee: $750 

 
MS 

 
No Rule. 

 
MO 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Missouri Supreme Court Rules Governing the Missouri Bar, Rule 8.10 
(Amended January 1, 2006; effective July 1, 2006) 
http://www.courts.mo.gov/sup/index.nsf/d45a7635d4bfdb8f8625662000632638/493af23
289e99335862571270008f490?OpenDocument  
 
Fee: $725 

 
MT 

 
No Rule. 

 
NE 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
Rule 5, Nebraska Supreme Court Admission Rules for Attorneys 
http://court.nol.org/rules/attyadm_02.htm
 
Fee: $700-$950 

 
NV 

 
No Rule. 

http://www.state.ma.us/bbe/BarAppRulesAug2002.pdf
http://www.michbar.org/
http://courtofappeals.mijud.net/rules/public/default.asp
http://www.ble.state.mn.us/rules.htm#Rule7
http://www.courts.mo.gov/sup/index.nsf/d45a7635d4bfdb8f8625662000632638/493af23289e99335862571270008f490?OpenDocument
http://www.courts.mo.gov/sup/index.nsf/d45a7635d4bfdb8f8625662000632638/493af23289e99335862571270008f490?OpenDocument
http://court.nol.org/rules/attyadm_02.htm
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SCR 189.1 allows temporary transactional practice by out-of-state lawyers: registration 
requirement. 
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/CourtRules/SCR.html
 
Fee: $150 

 
NH 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required.  (Effective March 1, 2003) 
Amended Supreme Court Rule 42 
http://www.nhbar.org//pdfs/AppendixURule42.doc
 
Fee: $675 

 
NJ 

 
No Rule. 

 
NM 

 
No Rule. 

 
NY 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
NYCRR § 520.10 (Admission Without Examination) 
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ctapps/520rules.htm#10
 
Fee: $400 

 
NC 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
North Carolina Supreme Court Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law, 
Section .0502 
http://www.ncble.org/
 
 
Fee: $1500 

 
ND 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
North Dakota Admission to Practice Rule 6. 
http://www.court.state.nd.us/Rules/Admission/frameset.htm
 
Fee: $400 

 
OH 

 
Admission by Motion available. 
 
Rules of the Government of the Bar of Ohio, Rule I, Section 9 
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/Rules/govbar/#rulei
 
Fee: $500 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/CourtRules/SCR.html
http://www.nhbar.org//pdfs/AppendixURule42.doc
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ctapps/520rules.htm#10
http://www.ncble.org/
http://www.court.state.nd.us/Rules/Admission/frameset.htm
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/Rules/govbar/#rulei
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OK 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
 
Oklahoma Rules Governing Admission to the Practice of Law, Rule 2 
http://www.okbar.org/publicinfo/admissions/rules.htm
 
Fee: $1500 

 
OR 

 
No Rule. 
 
Idaho, Utah and Washington lawyers can apply for Admission by Motion. 
Oregon Supreme Court Admission Rules, Rule 15.05, Admission of Lawyers Licensed 
to Practice Law in Idaho and Washington 
http://www.osbar.org/doc/rulesregs/admissions.pdf  
 
Fee: $750 

 
PA 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
Pa.B.A.R., Rule 204, 42 Pa.C.S.A. 
Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 204. 
http://www.pabarexam.org/Admission_Rules/rules_and_regulations/204.htm
 
Fee: $900 

 
RI 

 
Admission by Motion available: must take essay portion of Rhode Island Bar 
examination. 
 
Article II, Rule 2, Rules of the Rhode Island Supreme Court. 
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/supreme/bar/rules.pdf  
 
Fee: $550 

 
SC 

 
No Rule. 

 
SD 

 
Admission by Motion available: reciprocity required. 
SDCL 16-16-12.1 and 2 
http://www.sdbar.org/members/Default.htm
 
Fee: $450 

 
TN 

 
Admission by Motion. 
 
Tennessee Supreme Court Rules, Rule 7, Article I, Section 1.04 and Article V, Section 
5.01. 
http://www.tsc.state.tn.us/  
 
Fee: $1000 

http://www.okbar.org/publicinfo/admissions/rules.htm
http://www.osbar.org/doc/rulesregs/admissions.pdf
http://www.pabarexam.org/Admission_Rules/rules_and_regulations/204.htm
http://www.courts.state.ri.us/supreme/bar/rules.pdf
http://www.sdbar.org/members/Default.htm
http://www.tsc.state.tn.us/
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TX 

 
Admission by Motion. 
 
Texas Supreme Court Rules Governing Admission to the Bar, Rule XIII 
http://www.ble.state.tx.us/Rules/rulebook.pdf
 
Fee: $850 

 
UT 

 
Admission by Motion; reciprocity required. 
(Adopted January 24, 2003) 
 
http://www.utahbar.org/admissions/Frequently_Asked_Questions/Multijurisdictional_Pr
actice_R/multijurisdictional_practice_r.html
 
Fee:  $625 

 
VT 

 
Admission by Motion: reciprocity for New Hampshire lawyers 
 
Rule 7, Vermont Supreme Court Rules of Admission to the Bar 
http://www.vermontjudiciary.org/. 
 
Fee: $600 

 
VA 

 
Admission by Motion: reciprocity required. 
 
Virginia Supreme Court Rule 1A:1, 1A:2 and 1A:3  
http://www.vbbe.state.va.us/motion.html. 
 
Fee: $1500 

 
WA 

 
No Rule. 
 
Idaho and Oregon lawyers can apply for Admission by Motion. 
Admission to Practice Rule 18 
http://www.courts.wa.gov/rules/display.cfm?group=ga&set=APR&ruleid=gaapr18
 
Fee: $650 

 
WV 

 
Admission by Motion: reciprocity required. 
 
Rules 4.0 to 4.5, West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals Rules for Admission to the 
Practice of Law in West Virginia 
http://www.state.wv.us/wvsca/Bd%20of%20Law/lawprac.htm. 
 
Fee: $1000 

 
WI 

 
Admission by Motion: reciprocity required. 

http://www.ble.state.tx.us/Rules/rulebook.pdf
http://www.utahbar.org/admissions/Frequently_Asked_Questions/Multijurisdictional_Practice_R/multijurisdictional_practice_r.html
http://www.utahbar.org/admissions/Frequently_Asked_Questions/Multijurisdictional_Practice_R/multijurisdictional_practice_r.html
http://www.vermontjudiciary.org/
http://www.vbbe.state.va.us/motion.html
http://www.courts.wa.gov/rules/display.cfm?group=ga&set=APR&ruleid=gaapr18
http://www.state.wv.us/wvsca/Bd%20of%20Law/lawprac.htm
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Wisconsin Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 40.05 
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/html/rules/CHAP40.HTM. 
 
Fee: $850 

 
WY 

 
Admission by Motion: reciprocity required. 
 
Wyoming Statute 33-5-110 and Rules 301 to 305 of the Wyoming Rules and Procedures 
Governing Admission to the Practice of Law. 
http://courts.state.wy.us/RULES/Rule%20and%20Procedures%20Governing%20Admis
s.html. 
 
Fee: $200 

 
  
 
While we do our best to ensure that the information in these charts is accurate, the 
information in these charts does not constitute the provision of legal advice. Additionally, 
this chart contains links to various government information pages and reference pages 
useful for legal research. We cannot be responsible for the accuracy of any information in 
the linked pages. For answers to specific questions, you should consult a lawyer familiar 
with your particular situation. 
 
We try to provide quality information, but we make no claims, promises or guarantees 
about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information contained in the charts.  
If you are aware of any inaccuracies in the charts, please send your corrections or 
additions to:   
 
John A. Holtaway 
Client Protection Counsel 
American Bar Association 
321 North Clark Street, 15th Floor 
Chicago, Il 60610 
(312) 988-5298 
jholtaway@staff.abanet.org   
 

http://www.courts.state.wi.us/html/rules/CHAP40.HTM
http://courts.state.wy.us/RULES/Rule%20and%20Procedures%20Governing%20Admiss.html
http://courts.state.wy.us/RULES/Rule%20and%20Procedures%20Governing%20Admiss.html
mailto:jholtaway@staff.abanet.org
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