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LAWYER POPULATION AND AGENCY CASELOAD VOLUME, 2006

Survey on Lawyer Discipline Systems, 2006
ABA Center for Professional Responsibility

No. of
No. of Complaints No. of No. of
No. of Complaints No. of Summarily Complaints Lawyers Charged
Lawyers Received by Complaints Dismissed No. of Dismissed After
with Active Disciplinary Pending from for Lack of Complaints After Probable Cause

STATE License Agency Prior_Years Jurisdiction Investigated Investigation Determination
Alabama 15,301 1,489 303 1,190 244 163 38
Alaska 2,879 190 61 147 46 31 11
Arizona 14,079 2,076 1,061 976 1,711 729 59
Arkansas 7,987 866 333" 62 804 1,137 156 2
California 157,546 15,494 8 4,762 13,510 4,884 1,779 458
Colorado 21,842 4570 * 33 3,934 402 227 76
Connecticut 34,654 1,173 NA 121 1,052 798 111
Delaware 3,311 441 38 78 401 310 18
District of Columbia 60,860 1,330 375 845 860 485 35
Florida 72,695 9,063 3,196 1,483 10,470 6,342 557
Georgia 30,301 2,719° N/A 2,351 384 153 252°
Hawaii 4,553 523 434 250 707 338 9
Idaho 3,837 448 32 248 260 20 4
Ilinois 81,146 5,801 6 1,841 1,319 5,746 4,076 215

* = Estimated.

*Arizona: Includes 770 matters handled by central intake.

2Arkansas, Georgia: Represents number of cases, not lawyers.

®California: Includes matters handled by central intatke. The State Bar of California defines a complaint as a communication concerning the conduct of a member received by the Office of the Chief Trial Counsel
which is designated for evaluation to determine if any action is warranted.

“Colorado: Includes matters handled by central intake.

®Georgia: Excludes 38,029 inquiries received by consumer assistance program, of which 25.17% were returned to General Counsel's Office for grievance forms.

®Ilinois: Includes 4,076 matters handled by central intake.
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Indiana 16,537 1,589 775 1,014 1,386 429 42
lowa 8,400 936 292 75" 787 626 62
Kansas 10,166 934 NA 380 457 261 48
Kentucky 15,316 * 1,297 578 308 1,985 690 48
Louisiana 20,252 2,658 2,401 1,298 3,759 741 139
Maine 4,819 348 73 64 314 212 21
Maryland 32,390 1,844 412 1,444 812 441 140
Massachusetts 51,165 1,026 8 1,046 46 2072 724 162
Michigan 38,000 3,575 NA 2,654 626 275 163
Minnesota 25,217 1,222 578 464 1,336 430 31
Mississippi 9,988 457 98 288 34 3 19
Missouri 28,711 2,394 ° NA 1,355 1,419 526 34
Montana 3,287 371 184 145 455 224 34
Nebraska 5,939 522 77 176 346 275 33
Nevada 6,969 1,388 N/A 139 1,249 1 68 ' 18
New Jersey 77,434 7,145 1,171 5612 " 1,553 N/A 241

* = Estimated.

7Kentucky: Includes 249 matters handled by central intake.

®Massachusetts: Excludes 5,470 matters handled by central intake, 5,024 of which did not become complaints. Complaints are then referred to bar counsel from central intake.
®Missouri: Includes matters handled by central intake.

ONevada: 1,025 cases were investigated, but no grievance file opened, plus 224 grievance files opened for a combined total of 1,249.

"Nevada: Of 224 grievance files opened, 68 were dismissed outright or dismissed with letters of caution, and an additional 16 were closed with private reprimands.
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New Mexico 6,013 513 168 402 27 26 11
New York 78,000 3,485 1,230 1,274 3,341 2,075 37
1st Judicial Department
New York 13,515 2,357 712 1,089 1,512 331 108
2nd Judicial Department
2nd & 11th Districts
New York 13,439 1,935 834 729 817 713 83
2nd Judicial Department
9th District
New York 19,641 2,493 2 1,442 1,072 731 681 39
2nd Judicial Department
10th Judicial District
New York 9,321 1,692 1,519 1,053 1,541 1,295 144
3rd Judicial Department
New York
4th Judicial Department 13,000 2,524 860 1,044 2,340 1,337 39
5th, 7th & 8th Districts
North Carolina 21,509 1,553 8 806 1,199 * 665 404 36
North Dakota 1,886 194 134 49 295 148 N/A

* = Estimated.

2New York 2nd Judicial Dept. 10th Judicial District: Includes 589 matters handled by central intake.
“North Carolina: Excludes 3,632 complaints handled by central intake.
“North Carolina: 1,031 dismised without requiring a formal response from the lawyer complained of; 186 cases no grievance file opened because the matter was not appropriate for the Grievance Committee.
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Ohio 42,120 5,451 N/A 2,895 2,556 N/A 97
Oklahoma 15,794 468 196 1,171 381 344 11
Oregon 13,111 2,247 N/A 900 1,350 1,225 94 1
Pennsylvania 58,917 4,767 1,001 131 5,637 4,132 211
Rhode Island 4,700 398 N/A 82 316 287 8
South Dakota 2,250 120 18 25 120 112 39
Tennessee 18,507 1,258 N/A 267 1,409 674 9
Texas 77,000 7,494 1 N/A 4,742 2,552 2,000 * 665
Utah 6,584 1,017 % 742 1,066 693 133 57
Vermont 2,000 275 % 84 83 264 189 22
Virginia 25,710 4,409 2 910 2,454 2,030 865 N/A

* = Estimated.

15Oregon: Includes 2,155 matters handled by consumer assistance program.
%0regon: Excludes 33 lawyers admonished.

Tennessee: Excludes 4,661 matters handled by consumer assistance program.
®Texas: Excludes 1,131 cases handled by consumer assistance program.
%Utah: Excludes matters handled by central intake.

2\/ermont: Excludes 234 matters handled by consumer assistance program.
ZlVirginia: Includes 3,233 matters handled by consumer assistance program.



STATE
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
TOTAL*
AVERAGE*

MEDIAN*

22Washington: Includes matters handled by central intake.
Zisconsin: Includes matters handled by central intake.

No. of
Lawyers

with Active
License
25,761
4,500
22,225
2,453
1,363,537

25,251

15,309
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No. of
Complaints
Received by
Disciplinary

Agency

2,534 %
653

2,061 %
140
123,927
2,295

1,439

No. of
Complaints
Pending from
Prior_Years
1,002
421
855
10
33,098

770

578
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No. of
Complaints

Summarily
Dismissed

for Lack of

Jurisdiction

1,234

64,937

1,522

65

131,461

2,434

938

No. of

Complaints
Investigated

1,916

1,074

1,394

150

79,672

1,475

839

No. of
Complaints
Dismissed
After
Investigation

742

615

166

18

41,025

789

430

No. of
Lawyers Charged

After
Probable Cause
Determination
77
13
60
11
5,186

100

5,186



