What is a Title IV-E Eligibility Review?

A Title IV-E Eligibility Review is a federal review of whether children in foster care are eligible for federal foster care and adoption assistance matching funds. 

States must participate in and ultimately pass the Title IV-E eligibility review as a condition of receiving certain federal child welfare funds.

The review examines cases in which the state has claimed matching funds under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.  Among other things, children’s eligibility requires courts to make certain findings within timelines specified by federal law.

If after the review, the state is found not to be in substantial conformity with federal requirements, the federal government and state will negotiate a Program Improvement Plan (PIP) to bring the state into compliance.

The federal government will review of the PIP to determine its success or lack of success, generally two years after the PIP is negotiated.

Top Five Ways Legal Professionals Can Help with 

Title IV-E Eligibility Reviews
1. Inform the courts and the bar about the contrary to the welfare findings, reasonable efforts findings, and licensing requirements.

2. Design agency and court forms with blanks for detailed contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts findings.

3. In each case, thoughtfully submit or complete case-specific contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts findings.

4. If a state is found not in substantial conformity in a Title IV-E eligibility review, in part because courts did not complete proper contrary to the welfare or reasonable efforts findings, offer to participate in the development of the PIP.

5. Work with the state child welfare agency to help implement the PIP.

