AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

COMMISSION ON HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY

COMMISSION ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

COMMISSION ON MENTAL AND PHYSICAL DISABILITY LAW

COMMISSION ON YOUTH AT RISK

RECOMMENDATION
RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association urges Congress to amend Title X, Part C of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act as follows:

1.
To clarify that the Act applies to all children and youth in foster care.

2.
To significantly increase funding to support the school stability, enrollment, attendance, and success of all eligible children and youth, including the newly eligible population of all students in foster care, with particular focus on improved funding mechanisms to support transportation to keep students in their school of origin when in their best interest to do so.
3.
To strengthen and enhance provisions of the Act seeking to improve and stabilize the education experiences of eligible students.

4. To enhance the expanding role of State Coordinators and McKinney-Vento local liaisons through additional resources and training.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association urges Congress to amend Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to ensure that its programs support the academic achievement of all McKinney-Vento eligible students, including students experiencing homelessness and students in foster care.

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the American Bar Association urges amendment of other federal, state, territorial and tribal laws and court and child welfare practices to promote the stability and continuity of education for all students in foster care and students experiencing homelessness by supporting appropriate student placement, prompt school enrollment, attendance, and educational success.

