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                        It's time to renew your membership and keep access to free CLE, valuable publications and more.
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Center on Children and the Law






        
The Center promotes access to justice for children, parents, and families. Our team of attorneys and core staff work on a diverse portfolio of national, regional and local projects in the children’s law field throughout the country. Center projects are unified by two complementary goals: improving legal representation and improving the legal systems that impact children and families.
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                Conference Registration

                To register for the ABA Access to Justice Conference (April 9-10) or add your name to a waitlist for Parent Representation Conference learn more here.

            

            
                Learn more about the conference - Here
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    


    






    
    
    

 
    
        
        
            
                Job Announcements

                The Center is growing! We look forward to filling FOUR NEW ATTORNEY positions and a GRANT OPERATIONS MANAGER position on our team this year.

            

            
                Learn more - Job openings
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    


    






    
    
    



    

    
        
            
                

    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    


                
            

            
        


        
            
                
                    Summer 2024 Internships

                    The Center is currently seeking interns for summer 2024. Click the link below to learn about programmatic opportunities and application instructions.
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                Join our mailing list / Contact Us

                Please fill out this form. Indicate if you wish to sign up for our mailing list, or type your question/request in the space provided. Please note that the Center does not provide direct legal representation and is unable to give legal advice.
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            Center News

            
                
                    




    
    
    



    
        
        Nicholson’s Four Factors for Judicial Consideration in Cases Involving Domestic Violence and Children

        Twenty years after the seminal decision, we partnered with Sharwline Nicholson, Futures Without Violence, and the National Center to Advance Peace for Children, Youth, and Families to examine how the Nicholson legal framework has shaped child welfare law and to identify what attorneys and judges can do to help realize the original goal of the case by preventing the harm of removal. (3/12/24)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        Immigration Referral Tool for Caseworkers

        This tool is designed to help caseworkers working with children who are in foster care to identify whether a child may benefit from the services of an immigration attorney.  (3/12/24)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        New Resource: Barrier Crimes and Foster Licensing Memo

        This document provides guidance for jurisdictions on how different states approach the process of criminal background checks, barrier crimes, and foster care licensing. (2/9/24)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        What Draws Legal Professionals to Child Welfare Practice: Questions to Inform Attorney Retention and Recruitment Strategies

        This discussion guide provides strategies and questions to aid attorney retention and recruitment in the child welfare law field. (1/17/24)

        
    
        
    



    






                

                
                    




    
    
    



    
        
        Immigration Referral Tool for Child Welfare Attorneys

        This tool is designed to help attorneys working with children who are in foster care to identify whether a child may benefit from the services of an immigration attorney. (3/12/24)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        Kinship Unity Action Agenda

        Generations United, the ABA Center on Children and the Law, and Think of Us released Kinship Unity Action Agenda - a collective advocacy tool to guide the future work to support kinship families and teach individuals how they can take action and advocate to support the well-being of kinship families. (2/8/24)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        ABA Comments on Proposed Rule Change on Foster Care Legal Representation

        Read the ABA's comments supporting the proposed rule change on foster care legal representation and recommending clarifications in the Final Rule to facilitate implementation among state, territorial, and tribal agencies. (11/28/23)

        
    
        
    



    





    
    
    



    
        
        Recent Center News & Resources

        Access previously published Center news.

        
    
        
    



    






                

            


        

    


    
        

    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    


    







    
    
    


    






    
    
    

 
    
        
            

    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    


        

        
            
                Judicial, Court, and Attorney Measures of Performance (JCAMP)

                In 2021, the Children’s Bureau funded the Capacity Building Center for Courts (CBCC) to develop a set of child welfare court, judicial, and attorney performance measures to help the field understand and improve child welfare court practice.

            

            
                View - JCAMP Measures
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    


    






    
    
    

 
    
        
            

    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    


        

        
            
                Court Improvement Program (CIP) Talks

                CIP Talks are short video speeches by leading legal and child welfare experts highlighting how the legal community can work with partners to better serve vulnerable families and improve child welfare outcomes. The CIP Talks were produced by the Capacity Building Center for Courts in collaboration with the Children's Bureau.

            

            
                Watch the - CIP Talks
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    


    






    
    
    

 
    
        
        
            
                Family First Act Resources and Tools

                Access our resources on implementing the Family First Prevention Services Act.

            

            
                Access - Family First Resources
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    





    
        Center Books For Child Law Practitioners
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            Child Welfare Legal Representation:  ABA Attorney Standards
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                            Members save 20%
                        

                    

                    
    
        
    



                

            
        
    

    


    
        

    
        
            
                

    
        
        
    


                
            
            
                Publications | Book
            

            Child Safety: A Guide for Judges and Attorneys
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                Publications | Book
            

            Handbook On Questioning Children: A Linguistic Perspective

            
                
                
                   By Anne G Walker and Julie Kenniston
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                      Legal Representation Infographic

                    Our 2-page infographic explains the importance of high-quality legal representation for children, parents, and child welfare agencies  in child welfare proceedings.

            

            
                Download - Infographic
                
    
        
    


            
        


    






    
    
    


    
        
            
            
                

    
        
        
    
        
        
    


            
        

        
            Project Areas
        

        Center projects focus on strengthening courts, legal representation, and state and local systems. Topics include child welfare and intersecting issues: permanency, education, immigration, kin and relative care, and health.

        
        
            
                See our - Project Areas
                
    
        
    


            
        

    






    
    
    


    




    
    
    



    
        
            Center Topics

            
            View Center projects-focusing on these topics.
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                Training and Technical Assistance

                The Center is a full-service training and technical assistance provider on a variety of child welfare legal-related topics.

            

            
                Learn more about - Training and TA
                
            

        

    


    





    
    
    


    






    
    
    



    

    
        
            
                

    
        
        
    
        
        
    
        
        
    


                
            

            
        


        
            
                
                    Donate Today

                    We invite you to join us and support our work in the children’s law field. Your support helps the Center promote access to justice for children and families.
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ABA Resources

	ABA Journal
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