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Abstract 
 
This article investigates a dataset that codes key features of the competition laws of 102 
countries.  It first compares the scope of the laws overall, and of various subcomponents 
such as the law governing dominance, collusive conduct, and mergers.  The second 
question examined in this paper is whether competition law has any effect on the 
intensity of competition within a nation.  We find, in ordinary least squares regressions, 
that the scope of a country’s competition law is positively associated with the perceived 
intensity of competition in the country’s economy.  However, we find no evidence that 
the scope of competition law is positively associated with an objective proxy of the 
intensity of competition.  Moreover, instrumental variables regressions, though 
preliminary, do not indicate that the scope of competition law affects the perceived 
intensity of competition. 
 


