
WHAT:  The American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on Law and Aging 
produced and archived a FREE, one-hour Webcast titled “Why States Should Enact the 
Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act (UAGPPJA or 
Act)” on February 5, 2009.  Experts covered the following issues:  
(1) Introduction to Guardianship and the Need for a Uniform Law;  
(2) Three Key Problems of Interstate Guardianship and How the Act Addresses Them;  
(3) How the Act Could Help Reduce Elder Abuse; and  
(4) Advocating for State Enactment.   
 
The Webcast archive is available for viewing until February 4, 2010.  To watch the 
Webcast, read the following instructions and then click 
http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=55393 :  
 

a. If you previously registered for the Webcast, you will be taken to the 
Webcast archive page with the ABA and Commission logos, title of the 
Webcast, and two buttons.  Read subsection c for the next step. 

b. If you have not previously registered for the Webcast, you must register 
before you can access the archive.  Clicking on the Webcast link will take you 
to a Webcast registration page with the ABA and Commission logos, title of 
the Webcast, and four boxes.  Fill in the boxes with the information required 
and click the “submit” button below the boxes.  You will be taken to the 
Webcast archive page with the ABA and Commission logos, title of the 
Webcast, and two buttons.  Read subsection c for the next step. 

c. The Webcast archive page buttons contains two buttons.  One is for using 
Windows Media Player and the other for using RealPlayer.  Choose the player 
that works on your computer and click on that button.  Doing so will launch 
the archived Webcast.  You will be able to hear the audio and see the slides.  
The slides will change automatically as the audio progresses.  If you 
experience problems, go back to the Webcast archive page with the logos.  
There are links at the bottom of the page to test your system, access help 
pages, and contact the Webcast company (Onstream Media) for technical 
support. 

 
To download a PDF version of the Webcast slides, click 
http://www.abanet.org/aging/guardianshipjurisdiction/webcast_ppt.pdf.  You can not 
download the slides from the archive. 
 
WHY WATCH: Adult guardianships often involve more than one state.  As a result, 
judges, guardians, and lawyers frequently face questions about which state should have 
initial jurisdiction, how to transfer a guardianship to another state, and whether a 
guardianship in one state will be recognized in another.  Lack of clear jurisdictional 
guideposts can take up vast amounts of time for courts and lawyers, burden family 
members, exacerbate family conflict, and facilitate “granny snatching” and other abusive 
actions.  To address these problems, in 2007 the Uniform Law Commission (ULC) 
approved the UAGPPJA to clarify jurisdiction and provide a procedural roadmap for 



addressing multi-state dilemmas.   The UAGPPJA cannot work as intended – providing 
jurisdictional uniformity and reducing conflict – unless all or most states adopt it.   
 
WHO SHOULD WATCH: Lawyers, judges, legislators and staff, aging and elder abuse 
network, guardianship practitioners, Alzheimer’s Association advocates, and other 
professionals interested in state legislative reform. 
 
WHO PRESENTED: Professor David English, the ULC’s reporter for the UAGPPJA; 
Eric Fish, Legislative Counsel, ULC; Lori Stiegel, Senior Attorney, and Erica Wood, 
Assistant Director, of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging. 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS: The ABA did not arrange CLE and CEU 
credits for this program.  Contact your professional organization to determine whether 
you can get continuing education credit for viewing the Webcast. 
 
This Webcast was supported by the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
Foundation.  The ABA Commission’s Joint Campaign for Uniform Guardianship 
Jurisdiction is also funded by the ABA Section of Real Property, Trust and Estate Law 
and the Uniform Law Foundation.  See www.abanet.org/aging/guardianshipjurisdiction 
for more information about UAGPPJA and the Joint Campaign. 
 
If you have questions regarding the Webcast, contact Lori Stiegel of the ABA 
Commission on Law and Aging for help at lstiegel@staff.abanet.org. 


